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ADVERTISEMENT, 



W H I L E imprifoned in Newgate, 

though thoroughly perfuaded I fhould never 

be tried, I yet thought it a very ferious 

duty to prepare for my Defence. It waa 

accordingly written during my detention ; 

and being firft ready was firft fent to the 

prefs. In point of order however it was 

w neceffary to be placed the laft : this is th« 

v> reafon that the paging recommences with 

^ the Defence. It is likewife neceffafy to add, 

> that it mull be read under the fuppofition 

that the trial had proceeded, the witneffes 

had been heard, and that the pleadings of 

my counfel were finifhed ; for under this 

fuppofition it was written. 



Newman-ftreet, 
Dec. 29th, 1794* 
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NARRATIVE OF FACTS. 



XT was in the month of November, 179 2, 
that I firft became a member of the So- 
ciety for Conftitutional Information. The 
multitude of great events, which at that pe- 
riod had happened in France, incited people 
of all ranks to political inquiry ; and men 
i?vere roufed by a perception of one of the 
moft palpable of truths, which yet feemed 
as it were a recent difcovery, that the poli- 
tical inftitutes of all nations effentially in- 
fluence- the morals and the happinefs of the 
people, and that thefe inftitutes are capable 
of improvement. The igood was no fooner 
perceived than an eagernefs to enjoy it was 
begotten J and this eagernefs was frequently 
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fo impatient at to excite a dread that, thetigfi 
it could not defeat^ it might painfully retard 
its own purpofe. 

At length, the fluggifh apprehenfions of 
thofe men, whofe powers of mind are fmall 
and prejudices great, were awakened. Their 
numbers confiderable^ their wealth enor- 
mous, their influence univerfal, and their 
appetites and paffions almofl the fole means 
to them of happinefs, they no fopner faw 
danger than they conceived difguft for the 
fuppofed authors of it; and this difguff 
rapidly quickened into hatred. Animofity 
once conceived is generally mutual ; and the 
acrimpny was diftinfkly feen to increafe, 
and to be pregnant with pernicious eflfe^s. 

Under fuch circumftances, it became the 
duty of every man to think ferioufly^ and 
a£t with vigour. Pafleugers in a dorm la* 
hour at the pump, are upbraided if they 
linger, and in danger of being thrown over- 
board if they refufe. Individual and gene- 
ral fafety are the fame, and the man who 
is not trufted with the helm may yet aid 
to heave or cad the anchor. 

Believing 
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Slelieving that all men and all adions 
fcbntribute mof e or lefs to the general good 
or harm, I had long been accuftomed, in the 
tffbhs 6f which i was capable, to keep that 
food in view. Stimulated by the confidera- 
tiotis I have mentioned, and by the daily 
tvehts that preflcd with accumulating afto- 
hifhmerit on the mind, I ardently applied 
myfelf to the ftudy of man, and the means 
of prortioting his welfare and leflening hii 
ievils, as conneded with political inftitutes* 
Of th6 reditude of my intentions and the 
wifdom of folly of my endeavours my fel- 
loW citizens muft judge^ by the few proofs 
I have been able to afford. At leaft, I was 
affidudUS in my inquiries ; and the princi- 
ples in Which I was confirmed by them im- 
pelled me to communicate fome part of that 
truth, which I imagined to be eminently 
beneficial. 

The chief df thefe principles are, that 
man is happy in propbrtion as he is truly 
informed ; that his ignorance is not a fault 
but a misfortune, becaufe his quantity 
of knowledge is inevitably the refult of 
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the circumftances under which he exifts ; 
that to be angry with him therefore, to 
treat him unkindly, and to punifh him, is 
criminal; in other words, is erroneous ; 
that to inftruft him, and while inftruding 
to convince him of the benevolence of the 
teacher's intentions, is the only way to cure 
him of his miftakes and diminifli the com- 
miffion of crimes ; that^ in proportion as 
he advances in the knowledge of fads, he 
will increafe the means of happinefs j and 
that, as fads are unlimited in number and 
variety but ftill are fubjed to certain un- 
varying laws^ the increafe of his happinefa 
f s like wife certain, yet unlimited. 

Being convinced that thefe are indubita- 
•*ble truths, I neceffarily became the opponent 
of all violence, and, a determined friend to 
the publication of truth i fmce by that alone, 
the well-being of man can be promoted* 
Soon after I entered, this Society, I was^ 
afked by an in(juirer, like myfelf (after he 
had ftated that fucb focieties decide whether 
propofitions are right or wrong by vote) 
whether trytb depended oa. a majority ? 
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whether, if a nation were unanimoufly to 
vote that a part is greater than the whole, 
their decifion could alter the fa6t ? and, if 
not, why did 1 join in the praftice of 
error ? 

To this I replied, with fatisfaftion to^ 
jpiyfelf though not to him, that the abfurdity 
of fuppofing fadts could be afFeded by opi- 
nions was evident ; but that fuch focieties 
did exift, and, till men fhould be better in-- 
formed, would continue to exift ; that the 
rule he fuggefled appeared to exclude all 
the men who were beft calculated to pre<^ 
vent fuch focieties, in their too great ardour 
Co do good, from doing ill ; that coUedting 
votes was a mode of eftimating the public 
opinion^ a thing in itfelf highly defirable^ 
if it could be collected in a rational manner; 
and that, if I refufed to aft with men fo long 
as they fhould be guilty of miftake, I muft 
banifli myfelf wholly from their fociety. 

1 fay then, I entered this fociety with a 
firm determination to ufe every endeavour 
to prevent violence and acrimony, to com- 
nxanicate the truth I knew or imagined I 
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knew, to ftiraulate others to dp th? (kme, 
and to interfere as little as pojQible with the 
framing of propofitions that were to be de- 
termined on by vote^ Accordingly, w^ile 
I remained a member, which if the fociety 
be fuppofed ftill to ejjift I ftill remain, I 
never framed a fmgle refolution, or excited 
otherjs to the publication of any thing ex- 
cept of thofc fa<3:8 that I believed would 
conduce to the weU-being of man^ When 
queftion$ were put, I fotaetimcs voted; 
and fometimes fpoke, to declare my ojpui- 
nion, but was much oftener filent; oc* 
cafionally becaufe I thought them frivolotis^ 
but more frequenUy becaufe they were in 
my apprehenfion fuch a. mixture of right 
and wrong as to leave me undqddedf 

Little did I imagine it would be poiSble 
to accufe the inefficient proceedings of this 
fociety as treafonable : dill lefs that I ihould 
be feledied, as one of the moft wicked of 
thefe confpiring traitors^ We confpired 
indeed, but it was to do all the good in our 
power; and the thing we had moft to 
deprecate, and of which we were weak 

enough 
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enough to accufe ourfelves colie&ively, was 
that our power was fo fmalL 

The apprehenfions of Government were 
firfl: publicly anaounced in the proclamation 
of tfhe a I ft of May^ 1 79a i and the coer- 
dve meafures on which it had determined 
itaottiedktely appeared, in parliamentary ad- 
dxefies and the meafures of the magiftrates 
arad municipal officers throughout the king-- 
donu Aflbciations were formed, and the 
danger of the conilitution, from the wicked 
attempts of republicans and leyeliets, be« 
came the cry of what has been called the 
aciftocratic party. I fay, what has been 
called ; becaufe I am not a friend to any 
word with which ideas of animoiity and 
-violence Ihall be aflbciated. So active were 
thefe felf- declared friends of Government, 
and fo loud in their afleverations of ap« 
proaching ruin, the deftrudion of property, 
infurredion, and anarchy, that the quiet 
people, who erroneoufly imagine they have 
no intereil whatever in the affairs of go<«> 
vernment, that is, the greateft part of the 
nation^, began to partake of the fears of thefe 
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agitators ; and the deception was carried to 
fo ftrange a height that Miniftry, by more 
proclamations, afferted, in the face of the 
world, that infurredions did actually exift^ 
which the militia was called out to quell, at 
a moment when not a hand or foot was 
ftirring on any fuch pretences within the 
confines of Gre^t Britain. They feemed to 
have reiterated the cry of fire, till they had 
convinced themfqlves that the world was in 
flames : and, for my own part, I have little 
doubt but that they were guilty of the in- 
credible folly of fuppofing that thefe infur- 
redtions were really combining, and on the 
eve of burfting forth. That they did ac- 
tually exift they muft know to be a falfe- 
hood* The miftake therefore of which 
they were guilty wis in affirming even 
more than they themfelves believed. 

Fear and infatuation having once feized 
the mindj its bewildered faculties run riot ; 
and confequences the moft abfurd and moft 
deplorable are ever likely to be the refult. 
Profecutions were immediately commenced, 
throughout the kingdom. Every county 
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aflize and quarter feflions condemned, lom(j 
poor ignorant enthufiaft W imprifonment, 
for follies at which* infancy or s-^r 1-/ 
fcarcely could have taken fright; and men. 
of refpedtable charaders and honeft inten- 
tions, in the fury of their new-born zeal, 
thought it a heroical aft of duty to watch 
the conduft of their very intimates, excite^ 
them to utter what have been opprobrioufly 
called feditious and treafonable words^ and 
afterward to turn informers againft the in- 
temperance they had provoked* To avoid . 
giving any opinion, not to mention that 
fuch filence would have been dailardly and 
hypocritical^ was almoft impoflible. Lan- 
guage the moft outrageous was employed, 
to make thofe who were in the lead fuf- 
pedted declare their creed ; and, if it were 
not entirely accommodating, the peaceable 
citizen, after being entrapped, was infulted 
and turned, nay frequently kicked, out of 
tap- rooms, cofFee-houfes, and public places. 
The impotence of the perfecuted party 
was every where demonftrated ; yet the 
outcry of alarm increafed. Church and 
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King mobs were proved, in public courtt 
of juftice, to have been encouraged by the 
vC-y nfen whofe oflSce it was to keep the 
peace ; and^ at Birmingham, the deluded 
people who had fird been led to riot by a 
xmftaketx zeal in fupport of Government^ 
again rofe in infurrefkion, to avoid paying 
the afliefiments which their former leaders^ 
levied on them, for the outrages they had 
before committed* And, for this fuper- 
induced riot, many of them have been 
brought to the foot of the gallows. 

Nor wias this the only occafion on which 
the Birmingham people followed the felfon 
of anarchy they had been taught. They 
difcovered their fuppofed power, and rofe 
to rid the town of all houfes of ill fame. So 
dangerous is it to teach leflbns of violence 
to well meaning but uninformed men. 

In fine, it is a faft well worthy remark 
that no infurre£tion, or fhade of infurrec- 
tibn, has appeared on the part of the people 
wifhing reform ; and that Birmingham, 
Briftol, Mount-ftreer, and Charing-crofs, 
arc all public inftances of riots excited by 
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t|;ie ffdf-coodiu£l: of perfona who derived ihq 
authority under which they adled from Go- 
vernment. It ms^y therefore be foberly and 
truly affirmed that^ if thi^re have been trai- 
tors, the crime will reft upon thofe who 
hay^ ^P tihe accufer^. 

With sel|>e£fc to the riots of prefs-gang^, 
f^lor$, and coal-heavers^ they originate ia 
pradlicea which furely it is the duty of Go- 
vernment to inquire into, and to remedy. 
But they were merely repetitions of eventa 
tl)at had but too frequently happened be«-. 
fore i and therefore could not be juftly at- 
tdbuted to the immediate interference of 
cither party. 

Proceeding in the fame fpirit, printers 
and bpokfeliers all over the kingdom were 
hunted out for profecution : and the tem- 
pcft of infurr^dion and anarchy was fo 
confidently affirmed to be rifing, and r ' r 
ing, that the Houfe of Commons voted the 
fufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus Bill^-on 
the affii'mation that dangerous and treafon-* 
able confpiracies did actually exift! 

Future ages, will find it difficult to b<s 
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lievc that Government, through its agents, 
could coridefcend to ufe the means which 
were reforted to, that this fpirit might be" 
kept alive ; and that the hatred already ge- 
nerated between friends, families, focieties^ 
and feds, might continue and increafe. 
Many of its partifans openly affirmed it 
was defirable that the conteft fhould be 
brought to an iflue; and thoufands of, 
pamphlets were difperfed, gratis^ all of aa ' 
inflammatory kind, to produce this effeit. 
Nay, Long Lane and Stone-cutter Street^ 
formerly the mart for the laft dying 
fpeeches of malefactors, were inlifted ia 
the caufe ; and ballad fingers were drilled^ 
paid, and ftationed at the ends of ftreets, to 
chaunt the downfall of the Jacobins, the 
glorious adminiftration of Mr* Pitt, and 
the viftories of the Duke of York, If 
but one of them dared to fing a ftave in* 
favour of any thing that looked like free^ 
dom, he or fhe was taken up and com- 
mitted to the houfe of corredion, I my- 
felf witneflTed numberlefs fcenes of this 
kind J and, once in particular, faw five 
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Tociferous fellows, not meanly drefledi 
with cockades in their hats, (houting the 
contents of papers meant to excite the 
lower people to that acrimony which, had 
it been completely effedted as it was in 
part, mud have ended in mifchief and 
horror. 

The caricature print-fellers, too, were 
obliged to take their former war^ from, 
their windows j and every device, of bleed* 
ing heads, cannibals devouring human bo- 
dies, and inventions almofl too deteftable 
for conception, w^s fubflituted to enj^ge 
the nation. 

The very ballad fingers, whom I have 
mentioned, gave away with the halfpenny 
ibng they fold engravings, on copper, of 
the Queen of France; one of which, among 
xnany other curiofities of this kind, I pur- 
chafed. 

Thefe things muft have been the work 
of Government. Five men could not have 
found it their intereft fo to drefe themfelves 
up, and proclaim thrpugh' the fljeets the 
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criAies and villanies of the Jacobins, atid 
the virtues of Adminiflration. I tralked 
tvith them as long as my lime would permit, 
and faw that it Was not the fale on v^hich 
they depended. Long Lan6 never before 
gave copper-plate engravings, diftin£t from 
the fong, with ballads which are fold, as I 
believe, for three pence the double quire. 

With refpe£t to the fociety of v^hich I 
was a member, it feezed with thefe pro^ 
greffive events to increafe in amazement ; 
and I may almoft fay in ftupefaflion. Thii 
tvas vilible in the thinnefs of its meetings, 
its ineflBcient efforts, and long adjourn- 
ments* Each map fa*v himfelf the butt of 
obloquy. Each man knew that Mn Reeves's 
aflfociation was fitting, in a room of the 
fame tavern immediately over his head ; 
and that this aflbciation was the focus of 
the opprobrium caft on them alL They 
fuppofed themfelves to be watched by the 
very waiters. Thus hunted down, is it 
much to be wondered at, was it very cri- 
minal, that fome petulant ebullitions oc- 
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cafibnally burft forth ? Was the very iKV- 
thing that they did guilt fo enormous? 
Was it high trcafon ? 

For my own part, when a ifew of its 
members were firft taken into cuftody, I felt 
aftonifhment which no words can defcribe* 
Surely, faid I, either there have been prac*- 
tices of which I am totally ignorant, or men 
are runj|k|g >- ^^ j Yet, in fpitc of truth, 
in fpiteW probability, the afped of v thefe 
proceedings became increafingly ferious; 
and, to a man who fhould entertain the 
general tenacious love of life, terrific* The 
perfons apprehended were feverally, and 
fomc of them repeatedly, examined before 
the Privy Council. The three eftates of 
the kingdom had declared the exiftence of 
treafon and confpiracy ; and the nation 
feemed generally to credit the aflertion. 
I feveral times had information that a war- 
rant was iffued againft me. Incredible as 
the rumour would have been at any other 
moment, I now believed it to be true. 

Confcious of abfolute innocence, my im- 
mediate conclufion was that the perfons 
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inicuftody^ were no traitors. Many of 
them I knew had been warm in difcourfe^ 
and did. not hold the commonly fuppofed 
vifionary principles held by me, and which 
neceflarily and inevitably prevent the com- 
miffion of treafon : but fome of them I 
had frequently met, and had mixed more 
pr lefs in company with mod of them, 
and I had never heard a .whifper of con- 
jjpiring, or of any plan for haviii^recourfe 
to arms. Far was I from fuppofmg that ^ 
endeavour to ftimulate the nation to declare 
in favour of a parliamentary reform con- 
tained the feeds of rebellion, and the death 
of the King. I heard unguarded exprcC- 
fions fometimes, that had been provoked 
by a£lual perfccution ; but never a word fo 
rafli as to infmuate fuch a guilty intention. 
I met no man, who was fo void of under* 
Handing as to fuppofe this was the true 
means of promoting reform. They all 
knew that, if the Monarch were to die, he 
had an heir to fucceed ; and it was not the 
change of the King, but the change of the 
Hpufe of Commons, that, a^ far as I was 
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Acquainted vvith their defigns^ had been 
their general obje£t. 

Many furmifes and tales prevailed, dur- 
ing the fummer of the memorable 1794* 
*rhe Reports of the Secret Committee had 
been read^ and numbers aflerted, with rea- 
fen, that their contents furnifhed no proofs ' 
to juftify the vote of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, which aflBrmed that a treafonable 
coiifpiracy did exift. One week the fup- 
pofed traitors were immediately to be 
Wought to trial ; the next it was faid the 
Crown lawyers had declared that a cafe of 
treafon could not be made out^ and that 
♦hey would be tried for feditious pradlices. 
At another time the rumour was that they 
ivould not be brought to the bar, but kept 
In prifon till the expiration of the Sufpen* 
fion Aa* 

The chief femotion that I felt was fome- 
thing of the fame kind wiih thofe for which 
I have fo often been taxed as a, vifionary : 
i moft earneftly wiflied I might be fum- 
moned before the Privy Council. Not to 
give them information of treafonable prac- 
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tices, for I had none to give ; but that I 
might, with a colleded cool and deter- 
mined mind, lay before them, if I could 
but prevail on them to hear me, the dan- 
gerous coniequences of the meafures they 
were about to purfue. This wifli was' fo 
ardent in me that, notwithftanding its ap- 
parent extravagance in fuppofing that I 
ihould be able to alter the opinions of the 
Privy Council, I feveral times mentioned 
it to my family and friends. 

A warrant having been iflued againft me, 
for fuch a warrant the meflenger who had 
it in poffeffion has repeatedly acknowledged 
was iflued, made it probable that I fhould^ 
be examined ; and I had therefore pre- 
pared myfelf for the event. The late John 
Hunter, and other medical men, had pre- 
fcribed fea-bathing for me ; ahd, at the firft 
period of the report of this warrant, my 
affairs would have permitted me to have 
been abfent a fhort time from town. But 
I determined not to go, and took care to 
appear publicly, that it might be afcer-. 
tain^d 1 had no defire to evade inquiry. 

At 
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At lengthy when the affair feemed almoft 
to have funk into fdrgetfulnefs, it was fud- 
denly revived ; and a commiffion was ap- 
pointed, on the till then fuppofed highly 
improbable charge of High Treafon. The 
proceedilig aftoniflied me; but I had no 
fufpicion ^t could be intended that I Ihould 
be involved in it. It is true, I had no con- 
ception how the perfons imprifoned fliould 
be convidied of a treafonable confpiracy. 
But they had been apprehended, had been 
examined, had been committed. Unac-^ 
countable rumours, indeed, had prevailed 
concerning me; ftill, as I had never been 
called upon, never interrogated, and as my 
principles were, from the zeal with which 
I cherifh and endeavour to communicate 
them, publicly known to fo many perfons, 
I could not but imagine myfelf, even in 
thefe times of incredible fufpicion, an^ un- 
fufpe£ted man. 

Soon however, to my utter aftonifhment, 
aflertions Jtb; the contrary were fpread; 
and many ferious refle<3ions fuggefted 
themfelves to my mind» Surely, faid I, 
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therefore more virtue, more vrifdem, than 
the pafl:« There cannot be another meal-^ 
tub plot. Na Titus Oatee could now im« 
pofe his execrable fi^ons on mankind* 
Yet, what am I to think? I who, if it 
Were &0t an abfurditj to fuppofe that blood 
would appeafe and purify the vicious^ 
would willingly fhed my blood to teach 
them benevolence and truth ? I who, from 
my heart, fo enthufiailioally defire to pro- 
mote good will among men j I who know 
to<> that this fa£fc has (for I did then know 
that it had) been given in evidence before 
the Pfivy Council ? If I can be included 
in an indiiiment for High Treafon, how 
can I foretell what it is that cannot be ? I 
recolleded that the* Houfe of Commont 
hiid been led, by miniftry, and the adhe- 
rents of miniftry, to pafs an aft, ailerting 
that a treafonable confpiracy did exift ; and 
I concdved that fophifby might eafrly ar- 
gue with itfelf, that it were better twelve^ 
lor It may be twelve hundred, any indefi« 
Aite number of men who were the pard^ 
2 iaoe 
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fans of reform, (hould die, than that the 
three eilates of the kingdom fhould fufier 
the ignominy which men might otherwiib 
aflert had been incurred. To fome perfona, 
even of the prefent day, I waa well aware 
there would be more than plaufiUility in 
fuch an argument i there would be convicp 
tion. 

The approaching contcft I faw was big 
with tremendouB confequences ; and I kr 
rioufly meditated on the part it became me 
and every man to aA. At one moment, 
I could not be brought to conceive myfelf 
in danger ; at the next, the fads that ftarad 
me in the face deftroyed every ground of 
rational calculation, and lefi: me bewildered 
in fufpenfe. But a fatal and a mighty blow 
was aimed at the very eflence of fo^ial w^lU 
being, and nothing but the fortitude of the 
individuals accufed, and the underftanding 
which I ftill believed exifled in the nation, 
could avert the danger. 

This narrative is a hiftory of my own 
motives, and conduA ; written in order that 
I may be juftified to the world, and may not 
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lofe that utility of which the lofs of the 
world's efteem would deprive me. I there^ 
fore infert the following letter, which will 
afford fome fketch of what my thoughts and 
feelings were at this awful period. It was 
written to my fon and daughter, who refide 
in Devonfhire ; and, as feveral of their let** 
ters addreffed to me have mifcarried, it is 
not improbable that it has already beei^ 
read, by the agents of miniftry. 

^^ My dear friends and children : 

*' The reafon of my writing to you at 
** this moment is to prevent any unneceffary 
^* alarm ; to which indeed I hope you 
** would not have been very liable, even if 
" I had not written, and if you had pre- 
•• vioufly heard the ftrange intelligence I am 
** about to communicate through any other 
** channel. 

•* It is aflerted in the Morning Poft of 
** to-day, and I have before received the 
♦* fame information from various people, 
*^ that a bill is to be prefented to the Grand 
^* Jury, containing a charge of High Trea-. 
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foa againft thirteen perfons, of whom I 
am one. As it is impoffible that either 
this or any other imputed crime againft 
** the Government can be proved on me 
(my principles and pradice having been 
fo totally oppofite to fuch fuppofed crimes) 
I hope and mod ferioufly recommend 
** that you will feel the fame tranquillity 
" I do. The charge is fo falfe, and fo #i)r 
** furd, that it has not once made my heart 
** beat. For my own part, 1 feel no en- 
** 'mity againft thofe who endeavour thus 
•• to injure me ; being perfuaded that, in 
*• this as in all other inftances, it is but the 
*' guilt of ignorance. They think they are 
** doing their duty ; I will continue to do 
** mine, to the very utmoft of my power, 
** and on that will cheerfully reft my fafety, 
** I rauft again conjure you both to feel 
** neither alarm nor uneafinefs. Remember 
•* the moft virtuous of men are liable to be 
^* mifunderftood, and falfely accufed. Bqt 
*^ the virtuous man has no need to fear ac- 
^* cufation. If it be true that •my name is 
•^ in the Jndidment, it will oblige me again 
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*• to defer the happinefs of feeing you, aii<^ 
** the hope pf recruiting my health by the 
•• exciirfion. Of the latter it i$ true I have 
** need, and to be a witnefs of your happi- 
** nefs would give me no fmall pleafure : 
5* but the njan of fortitude knows how tq 
^^ fubqait to all neceflities ; and| if h^ be 
f* wife, frecjuently to turn events whicl^ 
^^ others confider as moil difafbrous to fom^ 
f^ beneficent ^nd. Shall I own to you that, 
?* though I could npt wilh to be falfely 
" accufed, yet, being fo accufed, I now feel 
f^ an anxious idedre to be heard ? Let my 
^' principles and adions be inquired into, 
** and publiflied : if they have been erro-^ 
ff necuS) let them become moral leifons to 
f * others ; if the reyerfe,. the inftru<9:ipn they 
V: will afford may more effe<3:ually anfwec 
** the fame purpofe, I hope, Sophy^ you 
** know fomething qf me : endeavour to 
?* communicate what you know to Mr. Cole, 
** and your mutual fears will then furely 
•' be very few. , Obferve th^t, as I have yet 
V received no notice whatever from Govern- 
f* meat, I have the above intelligence on|]r 
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ff from report. If it be falfe^ I fiiall foon 
ff be with you ; if the contrary, yon of , 
f^ courfe will hear from me the moment I 
.** have any thing to communicate. Be 
f^ happy, a£k virtuouily, aa4 difdain to liyft 
f^ the Haves of fear, 

f* Newman-ftreeti 
f^Scpt. joth, 1794.'' 

I likevyife fent the following letter, on the 
fame day, a3 direded ; and, though it was 
pade public on the next, it is a kind of 
document which I think I ought not to 
pmit, 

•* To the Editor of the Morning Poft. 

Sir, 

In your paper of yefterday, my name 
1^ is mentioned^ among thofe faid to be inr 
f ' ferted in a bill to be prefented to a Grand 
J* Jury onThurfday next, containing charges 
f* of High Treafon. If this be the faft, I 
^^ have no wifh to influence public opinion, 
« by a previous affirmation of my own in- 
^ nocence j I delire only to appear before 

" my 
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my conntiy. However, as I have not 
been a day abfenc from home for more 
•* than twelve mondis, and never recdved 
^^ from any magiftrate the leaft intimation 
•' of any fufpicion againft me, till I have 
•' official notice, my own confcioufnefs 
** obliges me to confider your intelligence 
'^ as unfounded. 

*^ In either cafe, it is a duty I owe myfelf 
^ to declare, that I am now and always 
** fliall be ready to anfwer every accu(a* 
" tion. 

** Newman-ftreet^ 
"Sept. 30th, I794»'' 

The fee-^faw of contradictory reports con^* 
cerning me, fome aflirming and fome deny* 
ing, kept me a few days longer in fufpenfe. 
A daily paper indeed afferted, and as it pro- 
fefled with authority, that the rumour of 
my being indited was ahfolutely falfe ; and 
a friend, who bad determined Ihould it 
prove true to give me every aid in his 
power, quitted town the very day before 
the bill was returned, I was preparing to 

do 
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do the fame. Not only he, indeed, but aU 
my friends as well as myfelf had concluded 
that' the report would prove to be falfe, it 
being fo exceffively improbable. 

In this miftake I remained till Monday^ 
Odiober 6th, at three in the afternoon ; 
when another friend came running to in- 
form me that he had that moment come 
from Hicks's Hall, where he had been pre- 
fent and heard an indidment for High 
Treafon read againft twelve perfone, of 
whom I was one. I know not how to de^- 
fcribe my fenfations. 1 can only fay, it was 
thofe principles which I fo earneftly recom- 
mended to others that preferved me from 
exceffive indignation, exceffive alarm, or 
any other paflion that at fuch a time might 
have been fatal. 

My friend felt lefs determined. He was 
a man of an ^cute mind, but a lawyer; and^ 
knowing the equivocal fpirit of law, and the 
hazard incurred from the ignorance or pre- 
judice even of the beft intentioned jurymen, 
he advifed immediate flight. I had no great 
difficulty however in convincing him, thaf 

I had 
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I had alrcad7 determined on the meafures I 
Ibould take; 

In this difpofition, he rather unwillingly 
left me ; but he had no hope from farther 
argument. I then copiraunicated the event 
with as much caution as pofiible to my fa« 
mily. And here I had a more painful 
fcene to fuilain# My father, in a paflionate 
burft of tearsi intreatiest and inteijedtions, 
conjured me to fly. His age, and the cir^- 
^umftances under which he had lived, had 
rencjered him a very unfit counfellor for 
(uch an occafion ; and the only means I had 
of calming his agitated fpirits was by the 
firmnefs of my own behaviour, my declared 
refolution to face my accufers, from which 
no power on earth ihould turn me, and my 
appeal to his own knowledge of rte of how 
far it was pofBble I could be thus guilty. 

The coolnefs with which I aded infpired 
my parents and children with courage, J 
thought it prudent however to leave them, 
that I might confult with my own mind^ 
and with fome friends, concerning the pro-> 
pcreft mode of furfendering myfelf ; aiid, 
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leartiing that the court was to meet the next 
day at Hicks's Hall, I went to the houfe of 
my foUcitor and friend Mr. Foulkes, where, 
with fome other perfons whofe condud in 
this affair has been manly altogether^ and to 
me in particular afiedlionate, I fupped, I 
did not- return home, but flept here. 

The next morning I appeared in court, 
accompanied by my folicitor and another 
gentleman of the law ; where, as foon as:the 
bufihefs of the court would permit, I thu* 
addreflcd myfclf to Lord Chief Juftice 
Eyre, * 

Mr. Ho/croft. « My Lord, heing in- 
formed that a bill for High Treafon has beett 
preferred againft me, Thomas Holcroft, by 
his Majefty*s Attorney General, and re- 
turned a true bill by a Grand Jury of thefe 
realms, I come to furrender myfelf to thi* 
court, and my country, to be put upon my 
trial ; that, if lama guilty man, the whole 
extent of my guilt may become notorious ; 
and, if innocent, that the reditude of ray 
principles and condudl may be no Icfs pub- 
lic. And I hope, niy Lord, th«c is no ap- 
pearance 
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pearanCe of vaunting In aiTurlag yOur Lord-* 
fhip, this court, and my country, that, after 
the misfortune of having been fufpefted as 
an enemy to the peace and happinefa of 
mankind, there is nothing on earth, after 
which, as an individual, I more ardently aC- 
pite than a full, fair, and public examina* 
tioii. 

" I have further to requeft that your 
Lordfhip will inform- me, if it be not the 
praftice in thefe cafes, to aflign counfel, and 
to fufFcr the accufed to fpeak in his own de- 
fence? Likewife, whether free egrefs or 
regrefs be not allowed^ to fuch p^rfons, 
bopks, and papers, as the accufed, or his 
courifel, ftiall deem neceffary for juftifi- 
cation ?'* . 

Chief Ju/flcf. " With regard to the firft, 
fir, it will be the duty of the court to affign 
you counfel, and alfo to order that fuch 
counfel fhall have free accefs to you at all 
proper hours. With refpe£l, fir, to the li- 
berty of fpeaking for yourfelf, the accufed 
will be fully heard by himfelf, as well as by 
his counfel; but with regard to papers^ 

books. 
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books, and other tKihgs of that kind, it ia 
impoffible for me to fay any thing precifely, . 
until the thing required be afked. How- 
ever, fir, you may depend upon it every 
thing will be granted to the party accufed, 
fo as to enable him to make his defence. 
If I underftand you rightly, you now ad- 
mit that you are the perfon Handing in- 
dided by the name of Thomas Holcroft." 

Mr. Holcrofu " That indeed, my Lord, 
is what I cannot aflSrmT— I have it only 
from report/' 

Chief Jujlice* " You come here to fur- 
render yourfelf ; and I can only accept of 
that furrender on the fuppofition that you 
are the perfon fo indicted. You know the 
confequence, fir, of being indidted for High 
Treafon. I fhall be under the neceffity of 
ordering you into cuftody. I would not 
wifh to take iany advantage of your coming 
forward in perfon, indifcreetly in this man- 
ner, without being called upon by the or- 
dinary procefTes of the law. You fhould 
have a moment to confider whether you 
furrender yourfelf as that perfon.'* 

Mr.Hd- 
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Mr. tlotcrofK ^ It is certainly not my 



L, either to infiid upon myfelf unnece{^ 
fary punifhment^ or to put myfelf in unne« 
cefiary danger. I come only as Thomas 
Holcroft, of Newman Street, in thfe county 
of Mi(}dlefex, and I certainly do not with 
to iland more forward than an innocent 
man ought to iland/* 

Chief "Jufiice. ^ I can^t enter into this 
point. If you admit yourfelf to be Xhi 
perfon indi£led, the confequence muft be< 
that I muft order you to be taken into cuU 
tody to anfwer this charge* I do not haovt 
whether you are, or are not Thomas Hoi* 
croft. I do not know you, and thereforcl 
it is impoflible for me to know whethef 
you are the perfon flated in the indid^-^ 



joient.*' 



Mn Holcroft. •' It is equally impo^bk 
f»r me, my lord.'* 

Chief Juftice, " Why then, fir, t thittk 
you had better fit ftilL — Is there any thing 
moved on the part of the Grown with re* 
Iped to this gentleman?'* 

Solicitor General. ** My lords, as 1 coii-* 

fid^if 
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fider him to be the perfon againft whom 
a true bill is found, I move that he be 
committed." 

Chief Jujiice. " I do not know how 
many perfons there may be of the name of 
Thomas Holcfoft ; it would be rather ex- 
traordinary to commit a perfon on this 
charge, if we do not know him. 

This produced a Ihort confultation be- 
tween the Solicitor General, the other coun- 
fel for the Grown, and Mr, White. They 
were evidently furprifed and not pleafed at 
my appearance ; and one of them, Mr* . 
Knapp, began an argument to prove that 
I admitted myfelf to be the perfon indided. 
He was interrupted by the Chief Juftice, 
who again afked if the counfel for the 
Crown thought fit to move that I fhould be 
committed ? which was accordingly moved, . 
by the Solicitor General, and I was taken 
into cuftody by a Sheriff's officer, Mr, 
Cawdron, of Ironmonger Lane, 

After naming Meffieurs Erlkine and 
Gibbs for my counfel, I alked the Bench 
whether a perfon employed to write for me 

d might 
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might have accefs to me in prifon .? and this 
queftion introduced another Ihort dialogue. 
Chief Juftice. ** That is a fort of thing 
that is quite new. I do not know that I 
can grant it^ unlefs fomething be ftated by 
you, fir, with refpe^ to your health, to 

make it requifite.'* 

Mr. Holcroft. " That was not my mo- 
tive for inquiring ; nor did I imagine I had 
demanded any thing that was not cuftomary. 
My reafon for allying was that I have been 
ufed to didate to an amanuenfis ; and it 
would be extremely convenient for me tp 
enjoy the fame advantage^ while I (hall be 
preparing my defence." 

Chief Juftice. *' I am afraid, fir, it i% 
contrary to cuftom. It will be proper JTor 
you to apply to another quarter, which caa 
better grant fuch an indulgence than I can, 
fitting in this court/' 

Mr. HolcrofU " My lord, I neither alk 
nor wifli for any indulgence : I only afk 
and wifh for juftice/* 

Chief Juftice. *• Then, fir, I cannot 
make the order/' 

After 
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After tins, the Court adjourned ; but I 
tlras detained perhaps three quarters of an 
hour: the reafon of which was, as 1 was 
informed, that the warrant \Vas making 
out J though I believe five minutes would 
have beeii quite fufiicient for that purpofe, 
and the truth t believe to be that the 
crowtt lawyers were cohfulting how I was 
to be treated, atid fending to the higher 
powers for inftrufltions. The following 
circumftances are the foundation of my 
belief. 

About half paft one o'clock tlie fame 
day, a perfon came to my houfe in New- 
man Street, inquired if I was at home, 
and feemed at firft unwilling to tell his bu- 
finefs ; or rather was undecided ; probably 
from not having received preclfe orders. He 
firlt faid he came from Mr. Munden ; but, 
being queftioned by my daughters, denied 
that he was the friend of Mr. Mlmden, and 
pretended that he had been with him to in- 
quire my place of abode. He repeatedly aiked 
my daughters if they were fure I was not 
at home j and they, by this time fufpedling 
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him to be an officer fent to take rac, re- 
plied, he might fearch the houfe, though 
he might be affured I was not at home, 
for that I had never taught them to tell un- 
truths ; and to prove their fincerity added 
that I was gone to the Privy Council, to 
furrender myfelf. No, anfwered he ; that 
"he certainly is not ; /or I dm but juft come 
from the Privy Council. He then fhewed 
his watch, that they might take notice it 
was half paft one o'clock. My daughters 
replied. Perhaps they were miftaken ; and, 
if fo, 1 was gone to the Old Bailey. 
The truth was, they knew I intended 
to furrender myfelf, but did not know 
where. 

He being then underftood to be a mef-^ * 
fenger, they afked if he intended to come 
in, and take my papers ; for, on fhewing 
his authority, he was at liberty to make 
any fearch. He replied that, there was 
quite fufficient without my papers \ fpeak- 
ing probably the language that was pre- 
valent, concerning the perfons accufed, 
among the profecutprs, and their retainers j 

after 
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after which he departed, faying that, if I 
had furrendered myfelf, it would fave him 
trouble. 

Thefe fads being related to me led me 
to conclude that a meifenger had been dif- 
patched from Hicks*s Hall to the Privy 
Council ; and that, to preferve the decorum* 
of authority, this perfon had then been 
fent to my houfe: for the effrontery of 
furrendering myfelf appears by the profe- 
cutors and their partifans to have been 
thought intolerable. But that is a queftioft 
which the reader will find difcufled hereaf- 
ter. However, while in Newgate, I 
dated thefe circumftances and my conjee- 
tures to fome of the prifoners ; and one of 
the turnkeys, being prefent, faid it had 
happened as I had furmifec], and that he 
knew a meflenger was difpatched from 
Hicks's Hall to the Privy Council on tha}; 
bufinefs. 

After Waiting as I have faid at Hicks's 
Hall, the warrant at laft appeared, and I 
was attended to Newgate by the officer and 
one of the under fheriffs j both of whom 
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t)eh4ve4 with great po}itenefs to me. And 
l^ere, ;nftead of being committed to clofe 
confinement like the other perfons accufedy 
Iwas aOowed the fame liberty of walking 
the court yard and vifiting my fdlow pri- 
foners which is granted to perfons confined 
for inferior cripies. I was determined to^ 
make no appUc^tion for the fum of thirteen 
and four pence per week^ which wjis aW 
lowed to the perfons nvho had been iia;ipri'>> 
i^ned in the Tower; and accordingly I 
received the common prifon allowance of 
the pf rfons confined for ft^dition and mifde-^ 
meanor, which is three halfpenny worth of 
bread per day, and no more. I do not at- 
tribute this to any defire in the profecutbr«, 
to treat nie with additional feverity^ for theyt 
ha|d demipo^ftrated the contrary; but as a 
tra^ to fhew how negligent thofe who 
puttfih are of the attention that is always 
due to people punifhed ; and whom, with* 
out intending additional injury, they might 
^nd 1 believe frequently do leave to periih^ 
I ftate this as one of the inevitable evils;, 
of a fyftem of punifhioent ; and coo^moo, 
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to all eountriesi though perhaps better 
guarded againft in this than in many. 

Locked within the walk of Newgate, I 
had full leifure for meditation; and my 
thoughts i;V^ere intenfely fixed on the ftate 
of the kingdom, on the prejudices that mtiil 
be prevalent or fuch proceedings could not 
have takea place, zad in conjedures on 
what might be the actual degree of error to 
which the perfons^wha inftigated this pro^ 
fectttioa might be fnbjed):. The profpe^ 
feemed big with danger to the peads and 
freedom of mankind, and the only rational 
mode of averting it was a cool yet active 
ibrtklide. To defend myfelf by fhewing 
the £sd{ehood of the accufadon^ was a duty i 
but it was a dxitj which at this mioment I 
knew not how to difchar^ : I had no do- 
cuments^ nor could I teU of what I was ac^- 
cufed* 

I had remained in this fufpenfe a few 
days when Mr. Kirby the keeper * of New- 
gsite one morning came, dedred me to fol- 
low, him, and led me througjb the other- 

d 4 / wifp 



r<»« 



C 4» ] 

wife impaflable gites to an apartment in- 
his own houfe- Here I was introduced to 
Mr. White, the Solicitor for the Treafury, 
and his two clerks ; and he prcfentcd me 
with the indiftment, a lift of witneffes, 
and another lift of the jurymen fummoned 
for thefe trials ; informing me at the fame* 
time that the Crown would grant as many 
fubpoenas, without expence, as I fliould 
think proper to demand. He aflumeJ 
great politenefs, and I may fay amenity ; 
and I have no doubt but, at that moment^ 
he felt as he looked : yet I could not forget 
the public and common iafiertion, that Mr. 
White has been rapidly making a fortune 
by the profecutions which Government 
within thefe three years has undertaken, 
and which it is faid he has promoted with 
uncommon affiduity and zeal. I have no 
doubt but that ill profeculors perfuade 

r 

themfclves they are adiing rightly. I am 
only forry that they cannot deted the mo- 
tives by which they ?re too frequently fti- 
flQulated. I received the death-dealing in- 
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ftriiment he prefented, bowed, withdrew, 
and was re-condu£ted to my place of con- 
finement. 

My ardour to examine the charges 
brought againft me, the lift of the witnefles 
who were my accufers, and the names of 
the men byifome of whom I was to be 
tried, may well be imagined ; but not' 
the aftonifhment I felt, after fcrutinizing 
the contents. * I was indifked " with tleven 
other perfons in the fame bill. That'll, 
becaufe I had affociated wiih fome men, in 
the moft orderly manner, and with the 
jnoft peaceful intentions to produce what 
we believed woiild be Ijeneficial to man- 
kind, I was charged with the fuppofed. 
(for they were not real) crimes of thefe 
men, when or wherever they had been 
committed, though totally without my 
participation or knowledge ! There was 
not a fpecific ftatement of any adlion of 
mine ; but. affirmations concerning the col- 
le£tiye actions of twelve men, together 
with other unknown confpirators, which, 
refpcdting m*;^felf at leaft, I knew to be to- 
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tally and without exception falfe. But I 
ivill forbear to dwell on this fubjed^ becaufc 
I (hall infert the paper which it was my in* 
tention to h^ave read and prefented to the 
courts on the day of my arraignment^ as a 
proteft againfl this whole proceeding* In 
the mean time, I drew up a plan of the 
manner in which^ if my counfel fhouid 
agree in opinion with me, I fhouid wHh to^ 
have my defence conduded^ It was as 
follows r 



PLAN OF DEFENCE 

Suhnitted by me to MeJfUurs Erskine anJt 

GiBW. 



1. " To infifl: that to obtain a reform wasi 
a virtuous attempt. 

2. That, to obtain a reform peaceably I 
held it would be neceflary to prove it to be 
the wiil^i of the nation. 

3. That, when it was propofed by the 
Correfpondihg and Conftitutional Societies 
tc call a Convention, my firft ftep was to 

require 
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require that documents fhould, bie brought^ 
to prove a Coavention to be the wifli of 
the nation. 

4. That this Convention^ had it been 
called, would have attefted whether a refornx 
of Parliament were or were not the wiflx of 
the nation. 

5. That, through the whole procedCire^ 
I kept not only my own mind, but the 
minds of others intent on the virtue and 
wifdom of ufmg none but peaceable means. 

6. That I was indefatigable in propa- 
gating the fyftem of peace, among friends, 
children, fervants, aflbciators, democrats, 
ariftocrats, and efpecially the young and the 
violent of all parties : That, among demo- 
if rats,^ I maintained the abfurdity of oppof* 
ing force by force, of eftablifliing a fyftem 
of bencvoleace by terror, and of coercing 
thofe that were not convinced: among 
ariftocrats, I endeavoured to demonftrate the 
vice of war, violence, profecution, rmpri-* 
fonment, death, and coercion of every kixid: 
that I hold death, puniihment, and all co* 
f fcjpn, by whomfoevgr infliQied, to be vice: 

that 
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that inftrudion is the fole means of happi- 
nefs ; and that entire freedom of fpeech 
and of the prefs are neceflary for the con- 
veying of inftrudion : that I was willing 
to fiifFer, at all times, for fpeaking or writ- 
ing what I conceived to be the truth ; and 
that, if violence were offered to me, I would 
fuffer with patience and without refent- 
'ment ; my only end being to correCt the 
miftakes of men, and among others of my 
profecutors, however alive my feelings may 
be to their enormity. 

7. That I did not hold thofe kind of 
aflbciations which pretend to determine 
what is truth by putting propofitions to the 
vote to be wife; for no majority, however 
large, can alter the nature of truth: but 
that I knew fuch aflbciations did exift, arid 
forefaw that, till men fhould become more 
enlightened, they would continue to exift ; 
that to abfent myfelf from them I conceived 
to be a failure of duty ; for if none but the 
ill informed, and men who {hould ad ra- 
ther from momentary feeling than from the 
forefight of inquiry, wcr? left wholly with- 
out 
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•ut the advice which men of deeper reflec- 
tion might aflford, they .would but be the 
oftcncr expofed to miftake." 

At length, the prifoners whofe namec 
.were in one indidlment were brought from 
the Towerj and we heard that we were to 
be arraigned on Saturday Odtober the 25tlv 
In the mean time, I had fent the proteft 
which I intended to read and deliver to the 
Court to my counfel; and they returned 
a mefTa^e, entreating me, as I refpecied the 
lives of other men, to forbear. They were too 
deeply engaged to come themfclves, for they 
had indeed incredible fatigues to fuftain, and 
1 therefore was ignorant of their reafons ; 
though, for my own part, I could not nor 
can I fee how this paper would have been 
dangerous to any man. However, the ar- 
gument they urged was of fuch moment 
that I ceded without being convinced ; which 
I confider as an error. The paper was as 
follows : 



PROTEST 
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PROTEST 

jjgainft the Indictment and LiiT of 

Witnesses. 

** I ^nccive that the Indictment is moft * 
unjuft, and flagitious. It combines hetero* 
geneous aCtions^ meetings, accufations, and - 
perfons, that Dught all to have be^n kept 
free from confufion. I make this remark 
becaufe it is my diity ; without intending 
any the mod minute fliade of cenfure on my 
fellow fuflferers. Indeed, the condud of na 
two individuals ever was or ever can be the 
fame ; they therefore ought not to be con»« 
founded. Every poflible means of avoid* 
ing error fhould be confcientioufly, fcrupu- 
loufly, and minutely avoided ; more parti- 
cularly by thofe who profecute in order to 
inflict punifhment, and that punifliment 
being no lefs than the lofs of life* To pro- 
teft againft fuch conduft in profecutors is 
the duty, not only of the profecuted, but, 
of every human being. Precedents fo de- 
ftrudtive to every nuin living, and to all fu- 
ture 
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ture men> while men (hall continue to z€t 
as they erroneoufly do at prefent from pre- 
cedenti ought not to be left upon record* 
I doubt whether every virtuous man ought 
not rather to fuffer death than to plead to 
fuch an indidment. 

" To me the confufion is inexplicable ; 
and, of all fatal means to involve innocence, 
thia is among the moft fatal/ A promif*^ 
cuous lift of two hundred and eight wit- 
neiTes is given me, nine-tenths of whom are 
utter ftrangers to me, in perfon, abode, and 
even name ; and of the whole not one 
has, to my knowledge, any pofliUe charge 
of guilt to bring againft me. Yet I am left 
to conjefture, if I can, who are my accufers ; 
or of what they can accufe me. I fay, I 
may conjediure, if I can; but I cannot: 
I have no guide. No duty can be more 
facred than that of declaring to a man whofe 
life is put in jeopardy by accufation, and as 
he himfelf well knows by falfe accufation 
or it could not have been in jeopardy; I fay, 
no duty can be more facred than that of in- 
forming Jiim who arc his accufers. • He is 

4 afloat 
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afloat on the fea of profecution ; and his 
profecutors, who lay claim to pure unde- 
viating juftice, have taken means which 
they cannot but know are the moft certain 
to harafs and bewilder him, and by which 
in defpite of innocence he may finally periih. 
Such id individually the (ituation of ev^y 
man arraigned under this confufed, ine^-* 
pticable, and unjuft indidment. I there- 
fore proteft againil its iniquity, and appeal 
to juftice : not becaufe I have any fears for 
myfelf, but becaufe I would not without 
appeal leave fuch a pernicious inllrumenf 
on record.^' 

The Tuefday following the trials began ; 
and perhaps this country never witnefled a 
moment more portentous. The hearts and 
countenances of men feemed pregnant with 
doubt and terror. They waited, in fome* 
thing like a ftupor of amazement, for the 
fearful fentence on which their deliverance 
or their deftrudion feemed to depend. 
Never furely was the public mind more 
profoundly agitated. The whole power 

of 



r 
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Iff Gaverdmimt was dircded agai&ftTboittai 
Ha^dy ; in his '&teTeeined involved the fate 
of the natioti, and the verdtdlofNotGuiitf 
appeared to have burft its bonds, and to have 
Fdeafdd it from inconceivabie miferies^ andf 
agei of impending flavery. The acclaraa?? 
tioQS of the Old Bailey reverberate frooi 
iSse fartheft ihores of Scotland, and the 
v^bbfe pecqple felt the enthufiaftic traofportd 
6£ recovered freedom* 
. Fdr ray own part, though few men par-* 
iScipated more . amply in the general joy 
l!haa I did, I can truly fay it was not bc^ 
caiufe I fuppofed myfelf a party* It was a 
eonvidlion which I could never work upon 
nyielf that my accufers ever had any iaten- 
^Ob of producing evidence againft me. Yet I 
knew hbw dangerous it would be ihould I be 
desoeived, and foimd unprepared. I therefore 
khoured with the fame ardour^ at my de^ 
fmcij as if I had been really perfuaded I 
ihoiuld. be brought to trial; and the belief 
thae I '{bould not was the only thought that 
gavje me pail). To be thus publicly ac« 

cuftd ind Jiot as publicly heardf to l|^ve it 

c fuppofed 



C 50 ] 

flippoied through the kingdom that I wat 
involved in all the guilt which, they bad 
imputed to other men (but could not prove) 
that is, in tranfaftions of which I had nevef 
heard till the reports of the Secret Com- 
mittee were publifhed, and in which I had 
no concern whatever direct or indired:, 
this I own was an evil which I would 
have given my right hand to have avoided. 
But I too plainly forefaw, what afterwaid 
happened, that I was not to be heard. I 
hoped that fo much refpe6t, at leaft, would 
have been paid to jufii6e as that I fhould 
have been permitted to date a few fadts, in 
the open court, concerning myfelf ; by 
which means they would have beft been 
circulated through the kingdom. For this 
purpofe, and that I might well weigh my 
affertions, and not make myfelf liable to the 
miftakes either of memory or of erroneous 
feeling, that is, not more liable than I am 
iri my cooleft moments, I arranged^ my 
thoughts and. committed them to paper.* 
The*?6?lowi4ig is the addr-efs I intended to 
have deliv^ed, at the bar .of the Ofd Bailey^ 

^ ^ -^ oa 



on the iriorning :whtsx the Jury, were dU 
reffced to acquit me ; the Attorney GeneJrat 
having. declared his intention of not, calling 
any witnefles, to prove the treafon charged 
againft me and three other perfons in the 
indictment. 

" Gentlemen of the Jury, 

*^ Before I quit this place, I think myfelf 
obliged, by the- moft facred of duties, to 
fay a few words to. you, . I will not long 
intrude upon your tigie j but a wifh to de- 
ter men from errof and mifchief, by a fim^ 
pie ftatement of fads, will not fufFer me, 
to depart in total filence. Let me however 
preface what I have to fay, by a folemn 
declaration that, as far as I am acquainted 
with my own motives, I am not ftimulated, 
however great may have heen the injufticc 
I have fufFcred, by any Sentiments of ven- 
geance or defire of retaliation, 

" You are direded, Gentlemen, to acquit 
me. This was an event which Ihave con* 
tinually foretold. It could not be other^*^; 

wife J unlefs njethods had been pradifed 

• ' ■ >< < * 

e 2 too 



tC6 fltigfant cveit for the miftafecn men, 

^h6 have brought me kii4 fo many others 

ihtd the' ptefent horrid predicamerit ; that 

of fiavihg; our own fives, and the liberties 

' » . . ' • 'I ' ' ' 

of 'the' nation, expofed to the defperite ha- 

zard of being contended for, by" the eVrors, 

paifions, and pr^udi^es of nien. This ac- 

f - I . . . 

auittal without an examination, , though 
Tong fbrefeen, was the thing I had mod to 
dfesfd. Gentlemen, hotwithftandittg you 
now cannot but feel why our profecutors 
do not bring us to trial, you will yet per- 
haps find feme difEculty, in believing the 
fads r am about to ftite relativie to myfelf. 
The prmcTpal of th'elc faSs is that my pro- 
fecutors krlew that, inftead of being ar 
traitor, a mover^of. war and infurredlion, 
^nd a kijler of J^ings. 1 fay, they had 
proof that 1 was a man whofe principles 
and pradice were the very rcverfe. Evi- 
dence was given befor< the Privy Council, 
of thefe fads.: and they had no evidence 
whatever, nor the ffigh(eft {hadow 6£ evi- 
dence, that 1 vvasaperturbatorof the public 
pe^cCf You need not be told, Gentlemen, 

that 



led )iiar^ W<;^. ., Thi.^. tho^^gh %, gerifr 
and my profecutors had evidence thatjtt J^s 

f°t a ,^cmber, f^nd upd^r j)^ej|<55 pf IT^^^ 

■/oKc, in aU ^|^leca|;p^,j.:^<l te, p^?^ 
-?««:« ^oft defif o^ 9f firom9J|Rg?tforift^ip 

:^W^9.{. *« wP^eBft^n^iBjIf a9d,njf^t(bj t^ 
force of arms ; nj^t. |)jr Tf ^erj epulke^?,; 
not by Sheffield pikes ; not by bread and 
idiaefe;;J^lve&-^Of < fisidi vefepoai^ \GeiiM<- 
men, I do nioft. iblenmly lafiare you, and 
JiwyTny -mciipsHjiy.bje f^pcratejd by p}l good 
iiqeq, to all poften^ty, if I fpeak (With tbe 
4<eaft equivpcatioQ. or i^qttal r/^iefve \ I fay, 
C^fAlefaeHf l,d0,th^$ moftt fqlemnly ^fliice 
yJ9D, xk»x I oey/er ^ii^er heard ,fif ch ifv^cked 

e 3 means 
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means 'bf^ compulfibri'' pi^opofed, * or that 
Tuch ^things wete • Iii' eJtifteticc i €xcept in 
the avbv^ed and 'ptibllif w^y' lit which all 
men know "that kiilVtsi' ahd'* Alifkiet^ do 

• • • ^ 



•CooriciP W& Mri ;Sharp/'thfe e^i^a've'r i' a 
^an ^vhofe^teftirti'Ony has " afready i>een fo 
'amply tolfed/irl thelate' trial Wfo're 'this 




'dofibt. "'-KtiB^fng^ftaie fa'fe had' ht^h exa- 
*mined;1" vi^^'to^lfi^ -ott'Saturday "lift, "to 
requeft h^'wVuld fete' Wder his owti'^iind 
"what hls^'examination had been, refpeding 
«me* This is his aiitvv^cr. ^ . > . .. 

' \.» , , C * . » « . • 

• Cofy frmntny ft^timmy.ivhich L^ned at 
X the Privy Csiincil^ I 

' ♦* The Society for Conftitiitional Ihfor- 

* " matioh adjourned, and- left the delegates 

'" in* tiie room* The moft gehtleman*like 

** perfoh '(of the Corref|)ohding Society) 

♦• took the chVir, and* talked ^hout ab equal 

' ** reprefentatipt^ 
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^ reptefentation of the people, and of pU(- 
*' ting an end to war. Holcroft talked- aboiflf 
• the Powers of the Humln Mind/* 

• Thi8 is Ae Vvhole that I • figned^tfet 
^ particulafs that' I remember/ of that coil- 
verfatidn [befdre the Privy Goiiricil] are^ i 
believe • nearly as foHow^ Mr. Holcrdft 
talked a gife^t deal about Peace ; of Tiis 
being againft any vibTent or coercive 
means, that were Hifiiafty refbrted to 
againft ouf Fellbw Cffeaturieis ; iir^ed the 
more powerful operation of rhllofophy 
and Rcafon, to contiiice matt oEms errors; 
that he would difarm-his greateft enemy 
by thbfe means, and oppofe* liis fury*^ 
Spoke alfo about Truth being ^ot^^efrftil j 

• • • * 

&C, &c J and gave advice to'^thfe above 
effeflt to the delegates prefent, Whb ali 
feemed to agree a? rib perfon opposed his 
arguments. ^ This convcrlation lafted 3rf- 
ter than ah hour, and we departed. Thi 
next time the delegates met, Holcroft 
was not prefent. This is the fubftance of 

r 

what 1 remember of that converfation/ 
.Mr. Sharp was again exaaiihcd^ .befl:^e 

e 4 the 



thfi Gfap4 JU17; wi this U what b* 

^ Before the Gr^n^ J^HTi. I me/itioaei 
^^ Mr^ Holcroft^s 4ifpofuioi;i and cpiyvi^rfa- 
^tiopy ^hen we ipet, about ^noafi^niog fii^p 
^out of their errocs, who wiq :& fort P^ 
\ Qatprrf Qjiaker, wd was for ^he^pe^ctf^o 
^ means that phiJLofophy and reafb^ poipt 
^ put to convincf n^aoikind. lie was agaif^fh 
^ nfloUn^ irf all landi\ bfut did not heUeye 
♦ W the fccre( inipoifey of the J^pirit, Ul^o 
^the Quakers^' » 

. , ^' Mr« Symmonds^ another witnelb t|br tho 
QrowQ) gave pofi^fve and pointed evidencd 
before tlxe.frivy Cpuncil to the .veryjE^diye 
|^2|rt I tpok when it was propofpd to ^1 a 
Convention, in prevailing on the Society £p9 
QoAftitjyitionai Information to change th9 
^qrd. ^pav^i^tipn for the word M^etiiig^ 
Xhis; I luged, and thi9 Mr, Horn^ Tooko 
a;;id; the whole fc^ty agreed ti^ with tho 
^^refs find d^ cl^ed purpofe of preventing 
^finte^prefiadcm ; and of proving even by 
the cboxpe of a wprd that} fp f^r frpni 
lyifl^ing; tq terrify, w? we^e ,%nMOUB , to . 

convince 
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(ioDTlcDoe all mankind thai: oiir pbds iA^ 
i&t$r|tiion$ were wholly peaceable^ : . , - 

•^ Wh«tl>er Mn Adams, the jSwiRff^rff 
were or w^i^ i^ot examined coa(;6raing xiMl 
IdO'Qot Jfapw. If he w^re i^t^ lii^( th^ 
xMa^ who have ioftitufed; theie^ i^ukiea 
and this profecution account for fiujh re* 
Okiffhefe, If they oaHM^ndrtf be i^re, I 
am pertain what^ the na$w6 of his t«ilimDi!|)r 
muftbe* Hisi^rothcTi whom I fkw yrf* 
terday,^ informed mt that he had ferveral 
times . heard Mn Adam:s declare his utjter 
afioniihment that If is particular, couid be 
indicted : hecaufe of the repeated and jxc^ 
dent manner in which he and erery body 
had heard me declare my fentimeoiis, hi a. 
vour of peace and ndn*-refiftancc. 
. *^ Tbefe fa&s, Gentleniein, are known to 
all the members of thi) Conftitutional So^ 
ciety"; and, had I beesn tried^ I (honld lia^ee 
brought numerous and highly refpedable 
perfona df all parties to depofe tb their 
truth* , 

^ Gentlemen, I hare ftated theie fa^ to 
you becaufe they feem to me Q> awful^ {4 

perniciouS|( 



l^ertiidous, fo alarming t6 the liberties of 
the nation, and to have been conceived and 

execute With fuch unexampled acrinriony 

• • • 

tod violence, that, fhould they be foffered' 
to pafs in filence and unexamined*, ^very 
man among us will be guilty of unpardon- 
ibie negledi. > * 

'" Rafh as m my oj>inion, the proceeding* 
ijf Government have been,' yet furcly they 
never would have been raflh to this extreme, 
had it not been taken for granted that, fee* 
ing myfelf threatened hfy power fo fonrii- 
dable and as at that moment it appeared fb 
unlimited, I fhould not have dared, how- 
cter confcious of my own innocence, to 
abide «the dangerous iffue. Either they 
concluded. that I (hoald have fled, and that 
my terror would have given fome fanftion 
to their tyranny (I hope. Gentlemen, I 
donot callit by tooharfh a name) — either 
they thought themfelves certain of this, or 
I own to me their adions are totally in<* 
eomprehenfible. That they calculated 
deeply on ' conftfufii ve treafon the kte 
trials have now rendered as vifible as the 

noon 
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tioon day furt. ' But that they touMinia^ 
gine ^ny Jury Jcould fee a mad brought bift-' 
fore them, o£ whofe peaceable principles 
and <condu(ft'the.prafecutors had^the fA-oaf 
chat I hare cited, and not feel indignation 
inexpreffible^ is folly too great to he attri-^ 
t)Uted even tO' thefe infatuated goveroors of 
twelve millions of men. . . r 

L i*cReinember, Gentlemen, into whata fi- 
^a:tion their own temerity had brought 
*Hem. The: honour of Pariiament, thf? ye4 
YOclty of the ^Secret Coraaiittee, ' axldz^ptt-* 
^ap^ the exiftence of: the Miaiftryy ide-^ 
-pendedoa prcfriog that no falfehood .'h.4<} 
ibeen voted ^. on that m/^morablie occiUioii 
rtrhen tlie whole LegiflfttliFe decreed tl^at 4 
dangerous . ccaifpiracy did cHii^ in thia 
jriqgdom. ,Woe be to tbe^king^am where 
the Minriibyxan lead, thie :Iiegiflature thuf 
to decfee, thtis to prgudge, thus to en- 
-dagger the' lives and liberties of milli* 
•otisi, and.caa 1>e fuffered to enjoy tb? 
mieans of repeating fuch unjuft and por* 
<tentous decrees ! I do not mean, Gentle-r 
men, that I would have them punifhed. 

I hav0 
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I'lavt not a wi(h to do by jdicm i$ rtb^ 
h&Te ftrained ererj nerre to 60 by z fym 
feeble iodividuaU. I am as much an memf 
id hsalters and axes as I am to. mulkels 
and pikes ; but I am likewife aa eneiij; Co 
the enorufting of fiich men with pow^i 
That IS die fiill and whdb extent .df.n^ 
roeaning, c. .,j 

- ' ^^Centleaieii, thus jEar I h^ve mideat1>tn:ed 
to ^U jour attention ix) tbb afiir nnlx ^ip 
k eonbecte the jpuUic atlar^ ;>it prdV»tfi 
tM^ki it iocmalient Jon nut ' to fay a ; £99r 
\^ds boAceming myfel£ .Eioeiyitean jft 
vi#tuous in proport&ofl tix ins ^tUkfiik.ia^ 
mty ; ^nd, however little nei% ' in genetiS 
lire siware of the ittiportant trudi, Iub pt^lk 
tidfity and his pdrrate happtnefsc. are ia£b-^ 
f)arablew Whoever therefoce intrenches upoft 
thd 'Utility of ah individual at once dffends 
agaii<ft both public an4 private! gpod. Th^ 
ifigmry that has been committed* on my prir 
¥ate concerns "and public utility, by die pro* 
reedings df Ootemmeot, and die creaturca 
of Crovevnmenty before and during this prot» 
iecution> are iUch as I only can tborou^y 

know 
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know and feel My * fame^ my fartUtie, 
ahd my f;;itaily, beings who have none biif 
me for their protedioa ^nd fiipport, bavQ 
all deeply furred* I come not be^re to 
complain, but to (latse fadts. Juftice, tfaougU 
it regards the whole, concerns itfelf in thia 
place only with indiTiduab. Remfonck-ait 
tion for the injury I have -fuftained is, iii' 
my cafe, out of the queftion: my pro{ecu>«» 
tors cannot call back time. Th^ can re^ 
yerfe attainders ; but they eannc»t feverfe 
the mifchiefs they have dOQc. Wrong* 
committed againft one man are committed 
againft all, and not to make them known itf 
a breach of public duty. I do not unwor-^ 
thily feek to excite compa:ffion^ or obtaoh' ai 
fecompence. The firft I think a viccy and 
the fecond an iinpoffibility. Our tim«t 
ought to be adtively employed in the re^ 
liioving, and not wafted in the pitying, o^ 
evil : and injuftice has no pfice, therefore 
cknnot be compenfated. But the errors o£ 
men ought to be prociaimea'that they may 
ie avoided ; and with this luteMtonl pso^ 

^'-— Five 
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Five months previous to the ii!ididment^ 
h was publicly known that a warrant was 
ifTued againft me, and hanging over my 
head, whenever they.fliould think proper to 
have it ferved. The nation through the 
minifterial prints was taught to confider me 
aa fomethiog worfe than a fufpefted perfon. 
The timid fliunned me, the moderate re- 
garded me with an evil eye, and the violent 
never mentioned me but with virulence 
and odium . I courted no party, and there^ 
fore had no protectors. My peace of mind 
indeed was invulnerable ; for it was fhielded 
by confcious re^itude of intention : but my 
refources were narrowed; and I fufFercd 

a 

evils which, though I confider as trifling, I. 
find the world around me complaining of 
as among the. bittereft that man can bear« 
Hitherto, however, I had. been only idly 
perfecuted by the fenfelefsbuzz of Calumny:^ 
the moment swrrived when I was to meet 
her in a more ferious form. Mr. Attorney 
Geaeral became her organ ; and this grave 
court, this learned: nation, this enlightened 
aj[e, were informed that I was a confpirator. 

a traitor. 
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a traitor, a mover of war and infurreQion^ 
and a depofer of Kings! and, that they 
might rationally account for all this, that I 
was inftigated by the Devil ! It was well* 
indeed that they gave me the Devil for a 
co^adjutor^ or the charge would have beea 
too ridiculous. For my own part, however, 
I defy Mr. Attorney General, armed with 
all his ConftruAive Tre^^fons, which in the 
fame breath he has abjured and employed ;. 
I defy him, aided by Conftrudive Treafom 
itfelf^ to provfe that I have compafTed or. 
imagined the death of the King. 

This ftrange charge, Gentlemen, has 
brought upon me the confequences I have 
Hated. Torn from my family, my literary, 
labours fufpended, my body imprifoned, 
my life threatened, and every exertion called 
forth left it (hould be lojR: by falfe accufa- 
tion, my ufual refources of fubfiftence were 
inftantly fwept away,: for I have no re- 
fources, nor ever have had, nor ever wifh 
to have, but in, my labours. 

The moment when, by the operation of 

the indi3:ment found againft me, the evils I 

,' 'i have 



kfive Jdat^^ betel me^ was tbeffioft £ftai tfafei» 
ib:' my eafe coQld hkye happened^ it Wat 
i^&^ti^ had two preffing workft to efiigagtf 
ftl aijd complete, for the fcafon of exhibH 
t$on and publi(!ati6n. This feafdn is come^ 
I am wholly unjprepared, my tlttie muft ftitt 
he togroffcd by Endeavour* to wipe -away 
tlie afperfiohs that have been caft oil my 
^harafter, and the Bieans of fdppcit for my 
fetnily for I know riot how loftg^ arc g(9De. 
' To thefc cvite are added th^ law expence^ 
of this profecufion : and thidkv Qeiltlemeli^ 
what thofe muft be, whef6 two liftft werd 
|;i^nrine, of Jurors and Witueflfes^ amount* 
rng ta four hundred and thirty- fijiperfoii^ j 
"ivhoie charafkers, paffions, add preju<licte; 
the Solicitor and Cout^fet iar the dftfence 
had to examine, through chatinel^ ifbe lnx>ft 
numerous and intrkafte, beforb Aitff ^couid 
he fatlsied that the litefr of the MCfi&A 
might not full the facrificts 'of miftake .or 
perjury. I and my feflow fufl^ers.wcrit 
not wallowing in affluence ; W8;<^uUl nor 
give 8400!. to our counfelwitlx their hriefs; 
nor expend thoufands 4xid hundreds cif 
8 thoufands 
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tJu)«f9fi09 m Qur iJt^ence. We W nft tt*r 

hftd the yftMx xdt thi nuttoni the prejudtee< 
ef tke.iutipnd ap4 the power of the siatioa^ 
to encounter. By what miracle coul'd wt 
e|b^^ : Th^in0[e4eoce of thoffs'tpea.mttft 
tK'9videi^ Indeed that cduld ensure iUcb 
^^:iqqnt^ and wi^hfUnd fi^h ^p ia0iHil|;% 
; .^* Oh { how i;a^tiou8 ou^ht thoff^ to. 1^ 
v^»pi(e accusation ia i^daatly fpUaw^ by^ 
ifnpnip{UQent) and all ihe ^nguUh wlu9.H 
the ;^^fie9e^ lofi of propertyi qh^i^er^ 
aod li^i o<pc;aiapn ! how fcvere iho^ h4 
tbfir inquiries ipto fa£ifi \, hqw cQjifcfeiSitJQU^^ 
th^ ixj^rf^fs ^hfy dr^Wj when c^pfcr 
quences fo ferioUst aua4 f«t|d ate ineyit^l^jf 
to^fiijt] Oentlenjfeni in lan afiair !thV9 tre- 
meadca3| ailf: yourfelv^S) what wohU you^ 
^ejiogs he I wJiat your fears 1 hpiv wqu^^^ 
yw tremble, leA.ypu fljovld: .1^. gifil^y; p/ 
faifb. aviation ! ^how M^puld you itH^tiq^ 
gate, and cepeat interrogation in a thoufapd 
d^pereat ; ipoflf 8 | f Ven . w^en qji^eftipqiing 
^,rooft:iwpF?ju4»c^^ th^ ifioft open, ^e 
woft; honeft vvitnefs ! What then,,^ould 

f yott 
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yOtt do with a Spy and an Infonner ? a man' 
whom you had taken into pay, and who 
muft accufe, or muft demonftrate that his 
office is ufelefs ? a tr^uned and hired per-* 
jiirer ? 

•* Yes } indictments preferred on fuch evi- 
dence are indeed flagitious ! But what muft 
have been the motives of thofe profecutors 
who could employ fuch wicked engines ? 
perfons who could (b far forget all fern* 
blance of juftice as to bring thefe accumu- 
lated wrongs on a man^ againft whom they 
liot only were deftittite of all proof of guilt, 
but had the actual proofs that you have 
heard of his innocence ? nay^ let me ho* 
neftly lay, of his virtue ? 

** Gentlemen, I have ftated fome of the 
misfortunes brought upon me by this moft 
groundlefs accufation. How far they are 
hereafter to purfue me and my family, my 
daughters who have yet a provifion to feek, 
my aged parents who have no fupport hut 
from my labours, of all this I am ignorant. 
But I (hall fufier chearfuUjr, and misfortune 
6 itfctf 
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itfelf will turn to bleiGng, if I can but lead 
you and all men to reflet on the nature of 
fuch cafes^ Confider them well. Being 
injured by Government, of whom are wc 
to feek relief ? If a man, thinking Govern* 
ment culpable, endeavour to correGt itft vices^ 
and accufe it, no matter how truly, what is 
the peril he incurs? Infamy, deftrudion^ 
death, with incredible barbarity* If Go^ 
vernment, fufpeding a man to be culpable^ 
accufe him, no matter how falfely, not with 
an intent to corred^ his vices, but to wreak 
vengeance, confign to ignominy, and hang 
draw and quarter^ what redrefs has the 
poor trembling hunted wretch, fhould he 
happen to efcape its fatiguinary fangs ? 
None. Who knows hot the deftrudivd 
nature of fuits at law ? and where is the in-^ 
dividual pofTeflfed of wealth enough to main« 
tain a fuit againft the Treafury i Of whomi 
then is the ruined father and the deftitute 
family to feek juftice ? His chaiufter blafted^ 
his means confumed, his labour impeded, 
his days fpent in the torments of uncei^ 

f 2 tainty. 
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UaMy^ Id9 nightl in tht terrors vfKu^.im^ 
|K>9tble en<lfe}av0itf» to foiget thefi; tormcftM 
caUfei to trhoift is he 16 complaiQ ? 
: ^^ Should he, do the contrary, be a man 
srhom oppreffit>b cannot (hake, fuffering 
loake wretched^ nor horrors af^al ; whofe 
yrdl digefted principles rendet him cidm 
|n adverfity^ chearful under ot>probriuni^ 
dauntkfs however menaced, ftedfaft though 
the red right arm of power and perfecution 
ftiikt him ; a man determined* in rights 
iinrevengeful of wrong, and making hia 
own happinefs but incidental to the happt* 
nek of the whole ; fucb a man^ though hb 
will feek juftice for himfdf becaufe it is a 
dutj, yet, ihould it be denied him, will bear 
injuries with fortitude, and private misfot*^ 
tunes without a murmun Happy is it for 
him, that he is capable of this equanimity,. 
jBut what is the gtfUt of that Govemmeht 
which can tear him from his benevolent 
^urfuits, endanger his exifteiice, and, if it 
fell in the completion of its evil deOgiVs, 
yet abbreviate and half cut off^e powet^ 

which 



which he had been all hia life toIUqig to ttf 
taia, only that he might ennplpy th^lB for 
the good of his fellow men ; his brothers, 
among whom he nui:^bq;rs his very perfe** 
cutors themfelves ?'* 

» 

This was the addrefs which I was pre- 
pared to have fpokea ; and which ^-Gt of 
exculpatory juftice I ftronjgly fufpedled,.a» 
it happened, would be denied me. I wat 
committed to Newgate on the 7th of Oc*- 
tober ; where I remained eight weeks, 
within a day. On Saturday November 
the agOx I received the following notice : 

" others. 

^* I am ffcreded, by Mr. Attorney CJene- 
^ raly to inform you that it is bis intentipa 
^ ^hat you ihould be brought to the bar ac 
Vthe Old Bailey on Monday morning* 
•* nfext; and thkt* a Jury.fiKMld then be 
^ fwora for your trial, but Jhat he .does not 
' f 3 •* propolc 



•* propofe to give evidence aeainfl: you 
*^ upon this indictment. 

•* Yours, &c* 

••JOSEPH white; 

'* Solicitor for the Crown. 
^* 29th Ifov, 1 794» 

^ To Thooias Holcroft, 
** one of the Defendants 
** i» the above indidoient/' 

Mr. Solicitor White did not come him« 

« 

felf to deliver this paper ; nor was the 
morniiig the time chofen for its delivery : 
it was after the hour of locking up^ which 
is nine o^clock. That is, whether fo con- 
trived or not^ it wa§ after the hour that I 
CQuld either fend to inform my friends, or 
write to communicate the intelligence to 
the country ; and, Sunday being no poft« 
day, it was by this means concealed as long 
as poiTible. I do not know that this had 
any meaning; but fuch petty circumftances, 
that look like art, have fo frequently come 
under my . obfcryation that, if they were all 

ttniu' 
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vnintendonaly the coincidence at leaff has 
been remarkable. 

On Monday December ift Mr. Bonncy> 
Mr. Kyd, Mr. Joyce, and I were put to 
the bar; and, in the language of the court, 
hoiiourably acquitted. The other gentle- 
men bowed, and retired. I attempted to 
fpeak, and the ;^ttempt produced the fol- 

iowlng dialogue. 

Mr. Holcrf^. My Lord, and Gentlemen 

of the Jury— 

Chief J^ice. Mr. Holcroft-— You have 
been acquitted in a way that hardly affords 
much room for your obfervation--^I think 
the beft way would be for you jto follow 
the example of the reft of the Gentle- 
men, who have retired^ . 

Mr. Holerq/t. My Lord— Every man 
muft ad according to the befl: of hb own 
judgment. My judgment tells me. that it 
is my duty, on the prefent occafion, to ad-* 
drefs a few ivords to this court and the geni 
tlemen of the jury. 

Chief Juftice. You will underftand one 
thing i . and that is, that, having been ao- 

f 4 quitted. 
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q«iStttd,: you havfewp right tp »d4f3^ As* 
word, either to the court Rt tbfc jaryr.-r-Al 

^faite.dftie, I vdim't <*!ih to Mi you 
(ftriaiy to thit .sigh^i bu(l ,t*)ti4«l^. 7««l«* 
fctf pro^drly, i^nd { trod't .ftop JQV^ . : . t 
; ^. Htkrofi,. :Mf htjrd-^l hrrn Vi^ 
laoiifidciTd vhSit I h^ve'td ^y. .W^qtj^ 
•mj jwigmcnt and ^.Ji|)dgi<ie(it, :of y^ur 
liordfhip ihould happen tq di$er»k.is iptpo^ 
fiye Sor tike to fbreknc^;; httt wh|t.I J^ve; 
to fay flows from the di£|:at0^ I NjieMf 1 1P0 
im hondfl «nd well intemiooed taini^h |>an^ 
Jiable liicba)! other piea ;t6 luiftake* {jiet: 
ilny^mift^es bt^heifrd aod e^atint>€^ . . t . 
\ thief :Jmfiic(^, Thofe lii^Jites ^uft be . 
-ptopexiy timedrr-At ptefem, yoo arr ^tH 
called upon to fay aqy thing ; amd ^u h^re 
^no rigisc io detain the ct>im by a . long 

Mr. Bolfr^fL ^| will utit d^twi the 

<:hief Jupici. Half an hour {-r-M&iiol^ 
(crofty you muft withdraw* . . ; 

>Airr. M^cryft . /Af tEcr having iyff^^red >the . 
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#hidi infvftke It h my defiit to ftateherci 
publicly to this court—- 

Chief Jufiki. Mr. Holcroft— You have 
been dealt with moji honourably'^ oxt tht 
put of th%; Attoraey GeneraL You flood 
indicted by your Country ; and no man^ 
wha- happens to ilaqd in that iuuation, 
6ught to complain of injuflice ; beoa«^ bt 
ficcmfes his : iomtry of injufiice^ wKeti he 
makds .thftt complaint* Yoo have liad n« 
lUtcr&oitlinary hard{h^)s» You brinight 
yourfelf into cdftody^ by your <^wn vohia^ 
tiky funrtnden Yon have had nb extra- 
csdioary kar^(htp» fince that tim^ ; afid.ytm 
faaiite in the cIoTe 6f it been trailed' mod; 
feonourably^.and with ail poflible ittentioiii 
liy the Attorney General^ Hvho h|a QOfif 
fented to your bting acquituedt ioftead of 
iftftndiiig at Ch4 Bat ispon evidence; whic^ 
ittufk have been left t<v ^be jury as evidence 
proper for their coofiderationt wj^ the 
t|i9iefltoa t^befeba: y^u w^re to be fi^und 
goiky cm: not guilty, ^<^Vi ha«e no r^^ 

10 coibpMii «f iflE^^ce; and thw^fore 

you 
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you ought not to be heard, upon di com- 
plaint of injuflice. 

Mr^ HolcrofL My Ldrd^ I defire but 
one word. 

Barm Hotbdm. Mr. Kirby, Orhy .don't 
you do your duty ? 

• Mr. Holcroft. My Lord, permit me to 
fay one word. 

• Chiifjvftice. If you will be reafonable, 
and confine yourfelf within compafs, 1 will 
not ftop you ; but a fpeecb of half an iiour 
is not a thing to be endured. 

Mr. Holcroft. I find the judgment of the 
court wiflies me to withdraw — I always dc* 
lire to comport myfelf fo as to gain belt 
the good opinion of mankind by the exer- 
tion of what I think to be my duty. If 
my judgment happens to be nuftaken^ if I 
am wrong in this inflance,^ I am certainly 
forry I have not more underflanding. I do 
not wifh either to appear a violent man or 
^n obflinate man— I had fomething to fay 
to this court which I think , of the utmofl 
importance to my country and mankind in 

general^^ 
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general, and therefore I wifhed for a moment 

to be heard ; but as it does appear to be the « 

opioion of thk Court and every body 

here, I muft accede to that public opinion 

in this place, and muft take fome other 

means of publifhing my fentiments upon 

the profecution that has been inftituted 

againft me. . 

Chief Juftice. You had better take care 
of that, or you may get into another fcrapt 
as foon as you are relieved ^r^/w this. 

Mr. Holcroft. My Lord — I am very 
v^illing to fufFer for what I conceive to be 
right. 

The above dialogue is printed from 
notes, taken in (hort hand by Mr. Ramfey: 
after it was over I withdrew. 

Before I clofe my narradve, I muft ftate 
two particulars ; which I forgot to infert 
in their proper places^ The firft is that I 
lent to my Counfel and Solicitor, with the 
plan of the defence that I wiihed ihould 
be made for me, the names of above fixty 
perfons, highly refpeCtable, of oppofite 
parties, and of no party, whofe teftimony 

would 
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jvould indubi|t^ly huve proved (he, fa<34 
I. bad ftated. I could eafily hare doubled 
the number, had I not been conicious that 
the counfel would probably not call half of 
thpfe I had named. 

The. other particular was that my Soli- 
citor, Mir. foulkes, wrote, in a manly man'* 
ner to the Privy Council, his defire that I 
might be allovv'td my amanuenfis ; and that 
the demand was immediately complied 
witlu It was his extreme ,anxiety and fin'; 
cere ffiendifhip that induced him to take 
^s ;ftsp,; but It was without my know^ 
ledge. I commend, his intention with a 
VvarAi, a glowing fenfe of its re^itude ; ^nd, 
had I bqen jconfulted, as far as I recoiled the 
letter, I (houU ^av< acquiefced in Tending 
it J with this fif^e addition, that the thing 
icquijred was r^^ired as an ad: of juAice ; 
lor I hat at idid not become me to aik or 
thismto grant any tiling. that had not pure 
juftioe. for its bafi?.. 

And now I >have little to add, except a 
juft acknowie4gment to thde many kind 
apd faithful frieAds< YrbQi from a conyidioQ 

of 
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ef my innocence and the injury done ttie^ 
fo cti^arfully and firmly catne forward irf 
my fupJ)of t. And it was forne • proof of 
the geoeiral tenor of my cotiduft, to fee 
that thofc who had knowii me the longeflT 
were the foremoll. I make no efforts td 
exprefs my deep fenfe of gratitude and 
obligation'^; becaufe I confider fuch expret- 
fions generally as hypocritical, and always 
as erroneous. Men have nothing but du- 
ties to perform. Every action is either 
right or wrong. If it be right, the good 
that accrues to the whole is its true reward : 
it promotes the prefent happinefs of the 
^parties ; and by the nece^ary perception of 
its good effefts, increafes their future good. 
But, though I profefs no gratitude, I do 
not think I am lefs fenfible of the kindnefs 
I have received than thofe who imagine 
gratitude to be the firft of virtues. While 
life and memory remain, I never can for-^- 
get the real virtues of thefe friends; and I 
hope too I never (hall forget to imitate 
them ; for which, I think, they will con- 
tinue to have reafcn to efteeni me, much 

• more 
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more than if I were IncefTantly to have the 
words gratitude and obligation on my lips^ 
and indolence and felfifiinefs in my heart. 
Thofe virtnet I will emulate, and thofe 
idrtues and the perfbna who pofle& dicm 
I moft aflfedionately efteem. 
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LETTER I. 



To Sir JOHN SCOT, 

His Maje/iys Attorney General. 

SIR, 

JlLaCH individual man is the creature of 
the various circumllances under which he 
has exifted and continues to exift. His ac* 
tions may be good, or evil ; and being pad 
are unalterable. But to blame him, who 
is a fenfitive being and nothing more or 
lefs, for being fubjedl to fenfation, is to 
blame water becaufe it is tvet, winter thac 
it is coldf fummer that it is hot, and men 
jthat they are ignorant of the bed means of 
promoting their own happinefs. To fearch 
after happinefs is the entire employment oi| 
their lives; and to accufe them for pur-*' 

fuirig 
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fumgirinihe ipanner which tbcy imagmf , 
however hiiftakenty, \fill heft attain their 
end , is an abfurd jty. Yet this is an abfur- 
dity which few men on -cartlr have clearly 
and definitely perceived ; and which it i$ 
piobabie 2^ men, withoiit exception^ hourly 
commit. It is feldom indeed that the man 
and the intftake are not identified ; though 
they ought everlaftingly to be kept diftinS : 
for the miftake is pafl recaU but the m^n 
may amend. The error (hould never be 
ipared j the perfon ought .nevjer . to be at4 
tacked,. When miftakes are. pointed out^^ 
the m^Q who committed them ought to be. 
happy at their difcovery, and to confider 
them with exa£tly the fame fenfatictos as he 
would have done, Had they been committed 
by another perfon. ^11 men ought to feel, 
tfeus J btit I am" weir aware that at prefcnt 
rio men do, except, on thofe rare occafion% 
when they happen to recollect this prin* 
ciple, and uoforliinately this principle i». 
known only to a few. 

• If the.dodrine I here ftate be true, TjOij^ 
and.t^ fir, have been compelled, by the laws 
^ " 5 oF 
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of our exiftence, to aft as we have done j 
and ought, when called to the revifal of our 
anions, to be defirous of perceiving the 
truth. We fhould if poffible difcover their 

good or evil tendency, in its full extent; 

* 

and, in either cafe, the emotion excited, in- 
ftead of painful, ought always to be plea- 
fant. Error once committed cannot be* re- 
called J and forrow is a fruitlefs an*d childifh 
wafte of our time, and conduces to an ha- 
bitual abufe of our faculties ; while joy at 
the difcovery is rational, becaufe it is only 
in proportion as we accurately know what 
is the tendency of our actions, in other 
words, that which is good from that which 
is evil, that *we can exert ourfelves. to pro- 
mote individual'and general happinefi. , .^ 
That you have been led to ' difapprove 
fome of my adions I muft take for granted, 
by the profecution which, in the'charafter 
of the Public Accufer, you have . lately in- 
ftituted againfl me. For I will not do your 
underftandiiig that wropg to fuppofe you 
cQuld have placed any man in the danger 
to which your accuJ^tion brought mc^merely 

g becaufe 
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becaufeyou were commanded fo to pdf- 
fue me. Yet of which of my adions you 
difapprove, and whether of many or of few, 
I own I am totally ignorant. 

It is this perplexing queftion, added to 
the praife yoii have received for the ho- 
nourable manner in which you have treated 
me, that arc the caufe and the fubje£t of 
my letter. This pr^ife too has been be- 
llowed from that tribunal on which the law 
(bear with nxe while I fey, the fabulous taw) 
prefumes partiality cannot find place< Not 
latisfied with this eulogium, one of your 

coadjutors laboured, with no little effort, to 

♦ - * * 

extend the panegyric. That you had aded 

honourably was not fuflScient. Mr. Ser* 
geant Adair informed the court, ** that yoti 
" had aded with that candor and honour- 
•^ that refped to a court and jury of your 
•' country, and that deference and regard 
** to the liberties of your fellow-fubjedls, 
^' which fo peculiarly mark your character, 
" and have fo honourably diflinguiihed 
•* your conduft I* 

This emphatical and ample tribute of 

praife 
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praife was yet infufHcient: he again re- 
turned to his eulogy, which feemcd to op- 
prefs his imagination. ** Gentlemen," faid 
he, ** four of thefe perfons have been this 
day acquitted ; I had almofl faid by the 
Gotifent of His Majefty's Attorney Ge- 
neral>'but more properly by \l\^ forbear^ 
ing to confent to adduce any eridence 
againft them 1** In this tone, worthy as 
it feenls to me of a French Academician 
declaiming on the virtues of a Grand Mo^ 
Hunjuiy he continued ; but I forbear further 
quotation, having already cited all that is 
neceflary fot my purpofe. 

There is furely a moft embarrafiing and 
injurious confulion in the common terms of 
language. Honourable is the word on 
which th^efe eulogifts have moft dwelt, and 
moft delighted in. And what is honour- 
able? Js it fomething more, or fomething 
lefs, than right ? If, fir, this very honour- 
able dealing were fomething more than 
right, to me for example, was it not fome- 
thing wrong, to others ? that is, to men in 
I ; g 2 general ? 
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general? And can * any "^nxaa. prove that to 
do wrong to men in general is to do right, 
nay more than right* to an individual? 
What hypocrify, what falfehbod is it that 
lurks under fuch corhmbn-place*expi:effiQSi8 ? 
Do they: me&n. any, thing, or do they.mean 
nothing ? .'i. But \honourablei . that. ; is, /.mprc 
than right, is inadequate to the . expreffion 
of your merits j and forbearance, 'or more 

than niore' than right, is brought in as 

* 
an auxiliary, to ftrengthen^ the infufficierit 

praife. It is ftrange that the profeffion of 
a lawyer^ which in many inftances feems 
to oblige the profeflbr to ftudy with un- 
* common attention the accurate meaning of 
terms and phrafes, fhould yet beget the 
perplexity and inexplicable contradictions 
which we fo often fmd to be its offsprings 
I own jhat, in this inftance, it was the jargon 
of common-place which Mr. Serjeant Adair 
employed ; but furely, by a man of his ac* 
knowledged acumen and fuperior talents, it 
ought to have been deteded. In this ho- 
nourable acquittal, this forbearing to adduce 

evidenced- 



eTidecLce^ you, (ir, either did that which was 
right or that which was wrong, , My opi- 
nion is, you.did; that. which was wrong* , ^ 

' Except the falfe accufation by which you 
brought! me to; the .bar, I ;confider this ho* 
noura^ble' dealing, this forbearing to adduce 
evidfence, as the greateft injury you' have- 
done me. I was acquitted ! What could I 
dedre more ? This was the queftion which 
the eyes and geftures of the whole legal 
phalanx, judges, barrifters, and clerks, feem- 
ed to afk, when I had the infolence to defire 
to be heard. I fpeak the langujige which 
their features fpoke. Had not the Law re-i 
Icaiied me, from its harpy talons ? and ought 
I not to have ftolen away, and be happy fo 
to efcape ? What ! My head on my ftioulders 
and yet complain ! Well might the Lord 
Chief Juftice exclaim, *^ It was not to be 
endured J" Yes, fir, furrounded as you 
were by the death-dealing expounders of 
Bradion, Coke, and the Statutes at large,, I 
would moft gladly have encountered thejr 
united thunders, would you but have fuf«* 
fered jme, after being publicly accufed, to 

: A g 3 have 
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have been as publicly heard. The thing I 
dcfired was that the world (hould know I 
had been accufed totally without founda- 
tion ; that my profecutore had abfohuely no 
proof of my guilt ; and that I had proof 
irrefragable of my innocence. This, fir, 
was what I wanted : but this was what they 
did not want. I muft be filenccd, I muft 
be menaced, I muft be infulted by the hands 
of a jailor at the nod of a judge, after having 
fuffered falfe im^rifonment, the lofs of pro- 
pierty, and a moft iniquitous attack on my 
phyfical and moral exiftence, my life and 
utility. 

Sir, I proteft I fpeak with no perfonal 
enmity, to them or you ; but I fpeak with 
a ftrong and deep fenfe of the moral tur- 
pitude of your miftakes. No; in dead of 
exciting to vengeance, I wifh to warn the 
world, in this and every inftance, not to 
confound the man with the errors of his 
underftanding. Had that b^en mQre cor-, 
reft, his a£tions would have been lefs vi- 
cious. He intends good, and ought to be 
inftruded ; not tortured, not tora tp piecea^ 

not 
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not hanged draKrn and quartered, when he 
commits evil. 

Sir, the very reafon of liiy furrender was 
thkt I might be tried. Had I feared the 
evidence you had to adduce, that is, had I 
really been guilty, I fhould have thought if 
my duty to have done that which you gave 
me the opportunity of doihg ; to Ijave fled. 
For, though I can as little approve cf my 
own guilt, I mean my own miftakes when 
1 know them to be fuch, as I can of yours, 
yet I would not have been wilfully acceflary 
to more guilt ; that of the moft pernicious 
of punifhtnents, death ; when I did not per- 
ceive how my death could have been bene- 
ficial to mankind. Conveffmg with Mr. 
Home Tooke on the morning of our ar-» 
fargnraent, he told me that the beft thing 
our profecutors could have done, for the 
eaufe of freedom, was that which they had 
done; iniprifon and indi£l us; except the 
f^iir better thing which they had yet to do ; 
hatnely, to hang us. Though I widely 
differed with him concerning the beft, I 
like him was* convinced that, after this 

g 4 wrong 
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wrong had been committcdj wife and vuw 
tuous men might develop its evil confequea^ 
ces, and thus turn it to the benefit of the 
community. But this, • fir, could only be 
done by difcuflion, by a faithful ftatement 
of fads from which leflbns of future wifdom 
might be deduced^ and by a fagacious fore- 
fight of the refult. 

If fo, my writing to y qu is an ^ft of 
duty ; and, though your office he that of 
accufation, you will fcarcely accufe me fpr 
having performed it. In the courfe of the; 
pamphlet of which this letter is a part, I 
have ftated fome of the' public and forae of 
the private injuries that have be^n com- 
mitted in niy cafej and in thefe I confidep 
you as a principal participator : but I taJ^ 
your miftakes, npt your p^rfon; and, 
though I have been imprifpned, de;famed, 
put in danger of my life, and refufed a trial, 
nay a hearing of half an hour as a thing in- 
tolerable to . men feated on the tribunal of 
juftice, I neither fpeak in anger, feek rer 
yenge, nor wifh you harm. If honourable, 
as here applied to you, have s^ good mean- 
ing, 
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tng, I deny your honourable dealing. If it 
have a bad one, you will fcarcely deem it 
worthy your acceptance: and if it have 
none, perhaps the perfons who employed 
it will have lefs of a felfifli motive for blufli^ 
ing than if it had expreffed all that they 
intended. 

In fine, fir, the eflential queftion, con- 
.cerning which the general fafety is inte- 
refted, that which many have aiked and 
more will afk, is, Why did you include my 
name in the indiftment ? I fay mine in par- 
ticular, becaufe, though the queftion may 
well be put for all the perfons indi(3:ed, yet, 
I ftood fo peculiarly aloof from fufpicion aa 
to make your proceeding dangeroufly in-, 
comprehenfible ? By what arguments, is it 
uncharitable to fay by what arts , did youi^ 
agents fo confourid and miflead the grand 
jury as to induce them to return a true bill ? 
Sir, there are many who put fuch interroga- 
tions with a rational ^nj^iety for their own 
fafety. I was a member of the Conftitutional 
Society : is that your only anfwer ? There 
were many menibers pf th?^t fociety, 

for 
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for I do not know the number : why did 
you not inc!i<a them all? Is there a man in 
England who is a more enthufiaftic friend 
to a fyftem of peace, and a more ardent op- 
pofer of violence than I am ? Bur, I was a 
member of the Committee of Conference. 
Why were not all the members indidled ? I 
appeared at it but once, and you had evi- 
dence that I then " talked a great deal abcmt 
*' peace ; of my being againft any violent 
•' or coercive means, that were ufually re- 
^ forted to againft our fellow-creatures : 
**'thfat I urged the more powerful operations 
of philofophy and reafon, to convince 
man of his errors ; nay, zealot as ycu 
**^no doubt will deem me, that man migh< 
** difarm his greateft enemy by thofe means, 
** and dppofe his fury, becaufe truth is all 
** pCkwerful ; that I gave advice to the above 
^ efFedl to the delegates prefent, v/ho all 
^ feemed to agree^ as no perfori oppofed my 
•* arguments ; and that this converfation 
*' lafted better than an houn'^ 

What, fir! In a fyftem which you pre^^ 
teiid w^s -to- 'Overturn the government and 

depofe 
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dq>Qfe and kiU the king, xvas a man who, 
being with the imaginary confpirators 
whom on the face of fa(3:s he certainly; did 
i\ot fuppofe to be confpirators, was this 
urgent preacher of peace, this enthufiaftic 
apoftle of non-refiftence, a fit man to be fe- 
le£ted by way of preference ? The error 
appears to be fo grofs that it is fcarcely hy-» 
p^rbolical to a{k, whether the perfon who 
committed it was not at tliat moment a luna- 
tic ? You might diflike my principles, and 
I could be glad that one of us were better 
informed; you might think my peaceful 
exhortations dangerous, that I can eafily 
conceive; but how could you fo impofe 
upon your underftanding as to imagine 
them treafonable ? What ! The man that, 
meeting thefe fuppofed confpirators, argues 
by the hour for order and peaqe in all their 
proceedings, does he excite to infurredion ? 
is he too a confpirator ? How dots it ap* 
pear ? Produce your proofs, fir, and refcue 
your underftanding. 

Yes.; I know you muft ha^^e been de- 
ceived; though,- with the utmoft fincerity 

7 of 
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of heart I proteft, I cannot conceive how ; 
except by that derelidion of mind which, if 
not : -r.^ s^-, J know not by what name it 
can properly be called. However, fir, 
that I may deal with the -ftridleft imparti- 
ality, I will ftate the only circumftance that 
has come to my knowledge of the proof 
you intended to bring againft me. 
' After the perfons apprehended had been : 
all of them examined, and fome I believe 
committed to the Tower, while Mr. Sharp, 
whofe teftimony I have quoted as given- 
l>efore the Privy Council, was in; the cuf- 
tody of an officer though fufFered to re- • 
main in his own houfe, I and a friend paid • 
him a vifit ; the officer being prefent. Be- 
lieving as it has proved that there were no ' 
private proceedings or treafonable confpira* 
cies exifting, and therefore that govern-, 
ment muft have by fome means been unac-^ 
countably mifled, I conjectured that this: 
might have happened from ^ the falfehbods 
which the paffions and the felfilh views of 
Hheir .inferior agents had engendered. To 
guard againft thefe mifconceptions, and 
, J Z falfehoods, 
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£ilfch6ods,t wVs at this moment a very ' fc-* 
riou$ duty. vOur vifit was to Mr. Sharp, 
but the officer, thdught proper to'mitigle in 
the conveffation ; and, though he was not 
.asKing's meffengef, but of a lower and more 
illiterate order, I do not think the remarks 
of fuch 'men ought to te treated with dif- 
dain. ' In anfwer therefore to fome of thefe 
remarks^ ITaid a few words; intimating 
that violence was always a vice, by whom- 
soever committed. This he feemed to feel 
as an attack upon his profeffion ; and, con- 
ceiving me to be a dangerous perfon, a Ja- 
cobin lio doubt, affirmed that he had feen 
me at '.the meetings or a meeting of the 
:Giai^fponding Society. I immediately de- 
nied It, and he again afferted he had feen 
me there. The man who could imagine 
and pferfift in one falfehood, might imagine 
and perfift in Another. This inftantly 
madp metecoUed my former reflexions, 
and brought to my view tKe mrfchiefs in 
which rhe miftakes of a number, of fuch 
men might involve the nation. I did. not 
-fid from blind paffion ; I intended to make 
i ■ ;a ftrong 
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a ilrong impreffion iipon lum, iod ia .^ 
firm but undifturbed tone of ToLce faid to 
him, ^* Sir, you are a liar !" Agaiu he 
repeated the afiBrmative, and I with increa& 
ing firmncfs replied — " It is a wicked lie, 
firr 

Mr. Sharp's letter fays impudent. A 
word may eafiiy be clianged. I think my*- 
fclf certain, from the fpirit in which I 
fpoke and the effeO: I wifhed to produce;, 
that the epithet was wicked ; thou^ thi^ 
is of little moment. 

This was conflrued into a defign on iny 
part to affront the officer, produce violence, 
and favour the efcape of Mr. Sharp. An 
ignorant man might eaiily fo mifconftrue : 
but would an ignorant man forget that he 
was guilty of the evafion of faying that, if 
he had not feen me at the meetings of the 
Correfponding Society, he bad feen me at 
Mr. Thdwall's Ledures ; and that I ixx^ 
mediately replied, 1 had been prefent once, 
and never but once, at a le£ture delivered by 
Mr. Thelwall? Dkl he forget too that there 
was another perfon,, whofe name I do not 

know. 
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know^ it) the room ; and that this perfdn 
left the room before the departure of my 
friend and myfelf ? that^ if fuch had been our 
defign, we were then more at liberty j fiace 
the perfon by going proved he was not in this 
alarming conipir^cy ? yet that, after fitting 
feme little time, and I converUng with my 
former coolnefa, the moment the man ;wa& 
filenced on this fubjc£t,^we left him with* 
out any figns of refentmeht or oppofition ? 

But, fir,, fiippofing my. mode of produc-* 
ing the eSk& Fdefired as vicious and as un^ 
worthy aa you pleafe (and I fufpeded even 
at the time that it had vice in it, though I 
knew not how taken fo fuddenly to a^ 
other wife) yet, was telling this man, or 
any man who had really uttered a danger^ 
Dus lie, that lie was a liar, treafon? A treble 
guard was immediately put upon Mi:. 
•Sharp, which is proof indeed that the man 
had fo told his fVory as to produce alarm 
in the. Privy Council, whoft fyftem it was 
to alarm and be alarmed. But what had 
this man's being pronounced a liar in com- 
mon with trcafon ? This, was feveral mpnths 

too 
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too before the prefenting the bill of iadi£t^ 
ment. No fecond attempt had been made 
for the efcape of Mr. Sharp ; and, if tve 
had wifhed his flight, could you, fir, think^ 
confpirators and deep defigners as we were, 
that we fhould have planned and executed 
our plot with fuch contemptible inefficacy ? 
You might believe us to be wicked and 
weak, but furely you could not fuppofe we 
were idiots. Why was I not examined 
too, before the Privy Council, for this as 
well as for the reft of my confpiracies ? 
What poflible anfwer can bef given to that 
queftion ? Surely you would not defign- 
cdly avoid the encounter of a man of fuch 
Ihallow intellect as fuch a failure would in- 
dicate. 

Sir, the fubftance of this' addrefs is, that 
I have been accufed by you of high treafon ; 
that the accufation was a flagrant breach of 
juftice, for you had no proof whatever 
againft me, but eflential evidence in my fa- 
vour ; that, by the management of the pro* 
fecutors, of whom you are officially at the 
head, the indi^ment was returned a tnie 

bill; 



bill ; that I kave fujgered aW the evils of 
imprifonment/ family daim, wafting of 
fubftance*afnd-l0'ft ;of time ; tftat, ' In addi- 
tion to thefe, you inflifted a wrong greater 
than them all, you refufed to let me be heard 
ifi my own "diefence by'refufing to bring me ' 
tS ffiaV: fhaf 'ybif (Jid thi^ t6 avtfidtfife' dl^-" 
grace' <5f 'having indiQ:ed a fiiaA. for the • 
enortiiBti^ crime o^ High Treafon' cbhtirary " 
to'e^^^fen^fe'j; and that you fat arid by yodr 
iilfefed'aJjqtftefcd Yn'the praife thaV w|^s *be- ' 
ftbWe3=up(?n youV'fcir theiaft and great^il'bf ■ 
the^'^is^bf irijuMdeJ' The'donmfieh;'!^ 
ar^' oolfged -to' draw, iir, h a very bbvious ' 
one. '-^^Wi^oid an' dfilce' which S^fhile you' 
exerdrc, Xfihce yon cat? be gmlt/^bf enters 
fo 'daAgferotis'ks Weft, the'life of hbrhan ra 
the ^ iSligdom* is'"lafe* ' Be jiift to^yourfelf 
arfdiybut fellow fifbje(Ssj acknowledge 
thatyoii doHnot pbfRfsMrhat cool uhpreju-* 
diced •'fm^artiality*^ which this • office- re-i* 
qv&es'i* dothe riglft'wbich is yet in your- 
po\^er ; relieve the nation of its fears'; and 
abitid'dnaiftktidnfor' which all difpaffioriate 
men will affirm 'yoii are unfit. " i ^ 

Thomas Holcroft. 

h 



C 58 1 

LETTER IL 

I 

Ito Urd Chitf Juftin M^^ 

VLj Lord» 

Hearing, as I take it for granted jov 
hear through fom^ channel^ cf mj 
fttittx addrefs to your Lordflupv I ha^e 
reafon to fuppofcy bj the warning you gave 
me when I exprefled my kiten^on m the 
open cowt of publiihrag my tbonghttf that 
yop will not expe£l me to be t^mpoate. 
I know not why you ihould have formed 
fuch an opinion : you certainlyir a« I be* 
lipret had no proof on which it might be 
bttiltr On the two pcc^fions of my furren* 
derandmy acquittal^ I am utterly igno^ 
rant of my own emotiona^ if I were not de«^ 
terminedly cool, and colleilted* I fufpe^ 
your lordfliip had not developed your own 
mo^ves 2 and that they were a latent coaii 
fcioufnefs that I had what b generally fup« 
poied to he very great caufe of complaint. 
The manner in which I was prevented 
from fpeakingp whether intentionally or 

not. 
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Hot) liad evtfiy appearance of the profedl^ 
Ion being fearful tbat I fhouM fpeak di£* 
agreeable truths. I have piiblifhed the ad« 
drefs i had prepared^ and you, they^ and 
the world may now decide^ 

This Is but the preface to the fuhje^ of 
fifty prefeiit letter } which t mean to be a 
Uw neceflkry remarks and argument?^ on 
the propofitiona deliventd by your lorJihip^ 
when I appeared before you. And here I 
muft: etitreat your ferious attention^ to k 
diftiaftion which I think ought to be made. 
Truth contemplates man as the creature of 
the cir^mftances under which he exifts { 
Andy did thole clrcumftances vary, he 
would then inevitably be different^ In 
other words, t confider your lordfhip ai 
convidion obliges me to confider all human 
bdngs { that is, as a man who a^s from 
knowledge, when you promote the gene-» 
ral good | and when you do the reverfe^ 
from ignorance* I attribute no malice to 
you, but fome miftakes; and thofe miA 
takes ate tendered dangerpua by the talenta 

ht you 
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yoVi pofleffi) afid th^ ftitftcm you Ql. I ad- 
mire your faculties, ^becajofe they are com- 
prciheiifive. I ceafifre yoiir errors, be-- 
cauTe they are badefuK, ' J kaow that; if I 
had the power tp to&ti^e you that they 
are^'^rorsi you iwould ccMmnit thetn no 
ipore ; ftn^, tf I y^wt 'that powers wbo <Hf 
what BLUk^l to accufe; except the mutyia)^ 
W4i^t of tHe meaos of makiog our£q^iye9 w 
telligi|)l]?; that is, our miftual. igQoraace? 
X^etrus both therefore fiticerely s^ c(>r4i!^ 
ally exert QHrfelvea'tO fdrget peiffoos, and 
inquire into Ss^ism . ^ ' J 

. Th§ hfad^ of the inquiries I wilh to 
be made^ taken in the order in which they 
occuried when I aj^ared before you^ are 
thefe; , -. I - 

. 1 . Wha^ is indulgence ? 

2. WhaX is -right ? > * i • . 

3* May not a man's country, that is, 
the government its oncers and .a grand 
jury, comoiit injuftice ? I ^^ 

4. Was the afl: of furrenJering.m^fclf the 
part of a good ^itizen^ and an hondl man I 

5. Was 
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5. Was it to warn, or to intimidate, 
that you advifed me to take care of pub- 
lifliing my fentiments, on my own cafe ? 

There is another queftion, naftiely, the 
honourable dealing of the Attorney Gene- 
ral, which I fhall omit to 'difcufs with 
your lordfhip ; becaufe I have already ad- 
drefled myfelf to that gentleman. 

I . To begiii with the firft, your lordfhip 
will no- doubt recoUeft that,' when I afked 
for the attendance of my amanuenfis, you 
anfwered> that, unlefs my health njade it re-^ 
quifite, it would be contrary to cuftom, 
and an indulgence which you could not 
grant. My lord, contrary to cuftom Is 
-One thing; indulgence is another. The 
forms of courts may be regulated by cuf- 
tom ; and to thofe, whether juft or unjuft, 
having accepted the high office you hold, 
you may think proper to conforfn. But 
what does indulgence mean? That too 
muft either be juft or unjuft. If it mean 

r 

ajuftaftion, furely a juft adlion is no in- 
dulgence. If it mean an unjuft adlion, it 
fcarcely can be charafterized by a word 

h 3 which, 

I 



C Jo» 3 

whlch^ if it have any preclfe meanings 
ieems to incline to the fide of benevolence. 
It 18 no fault of minCi my lord, that the 
world has long been amufing itftlf with 
words, inftead of truth. When you men«i 
tioned health, had not a fevere adherence 
to veracity reftrained me, I might havo 
profited by the bint« I did not foi^et that 

I had a difeafe, with which I had been a£p 
flifled between two and three years; but it 
was not of a nature to make the attendance 
of a fervant neceflaryt That was not my 
motive for aiking the aid of another han4« 
To have pleaded fuch a motive, though the 
lax morality of the world would have con* 
ftrued it into truth, would have been falfe* 
hood ; and very unworthy of a man add- 
ing upon the principles which brought mm 
to furreader myfelf in that court, I thea 
wiflied to a£k truly s a^nd I now wiih to 
excite ypur lordihip and all mankind to 
the examination of trnth. I think there^ 
fore you will eafily difcover there can be 
iu> fuch thing as indulgence ; and that it la 

II wocd which pughi (tca to be banifhed the 

Wrfery, 
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mnrferf t tt^^ ^ highly unwofdij of a oouit 
of juftice. Either it was right that I 
flumld have the aid I required^ to enable 
me to demonftrate my innocencei or it was 
wrong; That is, it was right or wroi^ to 
deny me the means of juftification : as in- 
deed imprifonment and ail other conftndnt 
more or lefs do deny. But of this your 
knrdlhip and the world in general have ltt« 
thertq1)een but Ihtle aware ; nor is it ^pro^ 
faable that I Ihould have the power of 
awakening yo«s« 

«« The laft time I was brou^ before 
your lordfliip, you informed me tha^^ 
^^ having been acquittedi I had no right to 
addreis one word either to the court or the 
jury/' Hie fame queftion again occurs. 
I foppofe, your lordihip meant I had no 
right according to the cuftom of the court. 
That however I believe is a fad not well 
«ftabliihed. But I eon(ader all rules that 
have nothing better than cuftom for thdt 
b^ as founded in error. I fhall tfaere*- 
fore only aflc, was it jui^ ot unjuft that I, 
having been publiflied a traitor to the 
wbde nadon, ihould employ every means 

h4 ill, 
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ia my power to proVe tb the natioo how 
. entirely innocent I bad beea o£ the prime 
laid to my charge I If right iigiiify juQ:, 
is it not right that erery man fhoiild be as 
ofeful . in ibciety as poflible ? And doiss the 
iufpedted man enjoy his full extent of uti- 
lity? Did this dumb acquittal leave me 
.wholly unfiifpeSed ? I can folemnly affuoc 
-your lordihip it did not. Since my ifdeaie 
from prifon, I /daily meet men, who ufed 
' to approach me with fmUdi and friendlhip, 
who now avert their eyes, and chher from 
jdiflike or timidity ihun my acquaintance. 
^I fl^te a fa£t, not a complaint. I aiked 
lOnly half an hour ; and vra? anfwiered, 
with an exclamation, that a fpeech of half 
^ii hour was a thing npt to he endured. 
^What then were the fpeeches of the qounr 
fcl for the crown ;' when accufation, when 
acrimony, when puniihment were the pur- 
fuit ?. Speeches of feven^ eight,, .and nine 
hours were eijdurahl?. Readings, repetir 
tions, litigioys quibbles, aiid the. tejtioiOr 
pies of fpics, which protradt^d a fentenc^ 
pn which probably the lives pf thoufajidf 
gad hundreds of t^oufan^s ^fiep^(yl$d .t^ 



.[ W5 ] 

Jthe enormous , length of eight d^ys^ hcr 
^nnin^ early in th? morning and fr&. 
.^uentlj ending after mid]c>ight, thefe wer^ 
endurable;. And« if. juftice could be for^^ 
livarde4 by fuch inqufries, fo they ought to 
be; but of that I vehemently dpubt* 
^Cpuld I haye fpqkea for eighl: days, and by 
Jipeaking have conduced to the promoting 
pf juftice, I ought to have been patiently 
and attentively heard. I will fay more, 
though in none of thefe things . I expeO: 
\ito be joined- by your lordfliip ; which is 
t|iat, Ijad n^y fpeecji pf )ialf an hour been 
wholly wrong, it ought to have been heard ; 
^nd for this plain reafon, that my errors, 
by being kpown, might have fomc chance 
pf being corredcd. 

But there are pther and more obvious 
motives, which injperioufly called on me 
to fpeak, and pn ray .country to bear. I 
had been rendered a fufpeded man to the 
jiation. A bill for high treafon had been 
prefent^d ag^infl mie ; and hafi been fqund, 
in the language of your lordfhip, by my 
^puptry* ^ Oir . tl^is indi^lment your |prd- 
i^».**^4viOfifi]iit|^.m^ Iha4 

been 
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been brought to the bar, and arraigned ; 
and every means, except the laft, had been 
taken by the liw, which could induce my 
eounfrymen to believe I was the traitor the 
indidment afTertcd me to be. My lord, 
after proceedings fo awful as thefe^ to forbid 
an innocent man to counterad their dan* 
gerous confequences, by informing man- 
kind of truths relative to his own conduct 
of which they were ignorant, and a know* 
ledge of which would reflore him to their 
|;ood opinion, is one of thofe violent a^ of 
injuftice agdnft which it is die duty of 
every man to proteft. 

3* I was told by your lord£hipi that, I 
ftood indited by my country } and that no 
man who happens to (land in that fituation 
ought to complain of injuftice ; bccaufe he 
iiccufes his country of injiftice, when he 
makes that comphunt***-*— -I own to your 
Ibrdfhip that I have feldom heard a propo* 
lition more extraordinary. It m^y be the 
language of the law, but furely common 
fenfe revolts at it. What, is it impoffible 
for my country to be miftaken ? And ct 
what does this countty confill t Of ditee« 

aQd« 



and*twei\t7 men^ nominated by the ofiicera 
of the Crown, compofiog what is called a 
grand jury, inftru&ed by the crown (I fpcak 
of this cafe) hearing none but the witnefies 
for the crown, and deciding by a majority* 
Will it be affirmed that it was impoffiblo 
for thefe men to be guilty of error ? And 
is not all error unjuft i Was there never an 
innocent man hanged i And was his coun« 
try^ which put him to death, guilty of no 
injuftice I I think I earn demonftrate that all 
wars are unjuft ; but no man will affirm 
that ofienfive and predatory wars are not fo. 
And were there never ofienfive and preda^ 
tory wars ? Has this country never under* 
taken fuch wars ? Or is this country ekclu* 
fively exempt from error ? I have heard na« 
tional prejudices top frequently repeated | 
but I never heard an aflertion fo violent as 
this, except from the mouth of lawyers, VLt^ 
tering the fi)£tions of law. Ignorant as I am 
of thefe fi&ions^ till thik period I was ig« 
fiorant that this was one of thenu I had 
heard that the king could do no wrong } but 
never before knew that his fubjeds were 
equally ioialtib}(« I aifllrni that wrong hat 

hew 



been committed on me ; and, if my country 
had no concern in it, I muft conclude that 
the minifters of this country, the attorney 
general, the grand jury, and the other per- 
fons concerned, were no part of my coun- 
try ; a conclufion which, ii^ the prcfent felf^ 
admiring temper of Englifhmen, would pro- 
bably not be very grateful to them. 

4. Perhaps I have too great an aptitude 
to feel furprife* If fo, I am willing toy 
miftakes fhould be known ; for I confefs I 
again felt extreme furprife, when I heard 
my felf reproached by your lord(hip,for fur- 
rendeqng myfelf after a bill had been found 
againft me for high treafon. What, my 
lord ! Being confciotis of my own inno- 
cence, would you have advifed me to the 
clandcftine a£t of concealment ; of flight ; 
of inducing the world to believe me guilty ? 
Surely in this inftance your lordfhip^s me- 
mory flept : you had forgotten even your 
own law, which admits the appearance or* 
flight of the prifoner as prefuraptive proof 
of innocence or guilt. Nay, do you not in- 
ftru£l: the jury to inquire among the firft of 
their ' proceedings whether the perfon ao- 

cyfed 
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cufed "fled for it?'' But leaving hrr, atid 
recurring to a moft accurate flandard,..to 
juftice^ is that man juft to hinafclf or to the 
community who^ by hife cowardice, rciiders 
himfelf fulpe(a:ed, ^d robs himfelf and his^ 
country of as much utility as this fufpidoii' 
deftroys? AVould your lordfhip bid inno-' 
cence Ihje under the ftigma of gUilt ?• Would; 
y6u qpndifcend'fo to Hve ? I v^ill not think- 
fo meanly' of •. you I ^Greatly miftaken asil: 
conxreive youiave byeen/in imany parts of. 
t^e^l^tej^gal prpc^edingis, I h&ve a muph^ 
higher n ,c{>inion of , . yodr . undjcrft^nding..' 
k ;wouid^ vfit^ fufFer you tX> praftife a 
pffSCfpt £^ injuriouSi and fo unmanly. 
When JL cajne to furrender myfelf, you 
inftfymed m? you would not take ad-: 
van^ge of my iadifcretipn. I will ^ov 
dqubt; bpt ; that you felt kindly, and meant* 
me well ; but were you not deceived ? How, 
was I indifcreet ? Was there no intention 
to apprehend after having indided me?^ 
Miniftry inftituted the profecution : could I^ 
fi^ppofe that the only end they had in view, 
was to ftigmatize and render me fufpeded ?. 
Or, if I had entertained that belief, ought I 

to 



tD have iubmitted to the itijuttoiis ftlfehdod, 
and Walk at large a proclaimed traitc^ ? No} 
that miniftry certainly would not have en** 
dured : as little perhaps a$ I could endure 
the ignominy of concea^.ent« Well tbeoi 
ought I to hav# fubje&ed myfelf to have 
beeti guarded through the ftreets a prifoneri^ 
.dnd brought like a culprit into the prefence 
of the blindly accufing law, when I could ib 

« 

far walk a firee man, to deliver myfelf up to 
my profi^cucers? Who wilt aflrm that either 
of thefe would have been the ad of a wife and 
vhtuotts mafii cenicioqs of hisown ioAocence f 
5. When I kiformed the eourt, being 
denied the liberty of fpeakidg, that I muft 
tijike fome other means of publifliing my 
fcntiments concerning the profedution that 
had been inftituted againft me^ this was 
your rordfhip^s anfwcr— ** You had better 
take care of that, fir ; or you may get intiey 
another fcrape, as foon as you are relieved 
from this.**— I replied that I was very willing 
to fiiffer for what I conceived to be right) 
and your lordfltip turned back on the bench, 
with an interjeSion exprefling ftfong diA 
approbation. Again I am at iflue with 
5 your 
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ywa lord(hip. I know but one ftan^trd 
for all the nAiooiB of men ; and the queftion 
will etemaUy recur, ts the adion right, or 
wrang ? juft, or unjuft ? Was it my duty to 
poblifli fads> which I fuppofe may aid men 
Ia theur future condud, or was it not ? Ima^ 
g^nc me to be at prefent under the influence 
of pafEion, or any other error : yet, is it not 
healthful to myfeif and to fociety tha( I 
Ihould mal^e my errors known ; left, by 
being treafured up in my mind; they flipuld 
corrode till they burft forth with tenfold 
Tirulenee I How axe * miftakes to be cor- 
rt ^ed« while they remain undifcovered ? If 
I utter falfehood of any kind, has govern-- 
ment np perfon in pay^ who can tell truth? 
Is it falieheody or is it fad, that government 
is unwilling to hear ? Why was it defirable 
that no further inquiry ihould take place, . 
«fter the prifoners who had efcaped a cruel 
and barbarous death ihould be releafed I 
Are proceedings (q ferious to all men imme- 
diately to be huihed, and fmothered in ii- 
lence, as foon as the profecutors ihall have ^ 
failed in attempts which were either juft or 
Uiyuft ? If juft, why ihould they ihun in- 
quiry ? 
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^iry^? Tf unjuft, will your lorcMiip- afBPBT 
that injuftice -c^ogfeit^n^^t to be made pulific!^?- 
Our king and o^r'couritry, ittfe^ms^ can 5^' 
no wrong; Are* miniftry efqMlly ' itnpecca- ' 
Me? Is therfe any. law fidWa* to piotcdti 
them? I donoFmean tHeir pcrforis^* but^ 
their aftions ; theirHiiftaKes,-tf It be poflrbloi 
that they ever 353' ftrevef diatt (totnmit ariy. * 
■ ** Thad better • take t:arei'6f I fnaV '^t in^ 
to another fcfape.^' 1 wiirnbt^car^ at a 
word which though, vulgar ^srexprdfftvet ' 
bfut will afk youir lordlhip By what a&ion^ 
of niihe it was that Igbt into i fcrape? 
Iit)w am I to avoid getting 'Ititb another ? 
By what fecret is 'any min to avoid' fdlfe 
accufation ? Is y our loriifliip wife enough* 
tib know? If you at e;' for ^diarity*s fake* 
make it public: reformers nave been and 
are in perilous need of it. ' ' * ' ^' 

Sutely the better judgment of your lord- 
ftiip had forfakcii you", during this whole dia-* 
logue ! I do not feek to injure you iri the-opi- 
mon of yoiir countrymen : if I did/tbe'ac- 
cufation of fo unprotected a perfon ' you 
would probably difregard. I have declared 
my fentiments concerning your talents, and 

4 your 
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your miilakes. I am equally fincere la 
both, though! have but lightly touched on 
either; for this letter is but a trifle to what 
I could write^ on the proceedings in which 
you have been involved in the courfe of this 
profecution. But they are foreign to my 
prefent fubjedtj and if they were not, I 
would endeavour as t now do to convince 
your lordfliip that I have and could have 
no motive but the defire, nbt of doing in- 
jury to an individual, but good to all. I 
give my thoughts for what they are worth } 
let thofe examine them who think ;hey de« 
ferve to be examined* It may well be 
doubtqd. whether I can fuggeft any new 
truth ; but I think it pofTible .th^t I fhpuld 
pl^ce old ones now ^d then in a desur pointy 
of view. That you fhpuld feel offended to 
hear a m^n declare himfelf willing to fuflfer 
for doing that which he believed to be rights 
that is^ for difcharging what he fuppofed to 
be 2^ duty, was a thing which if I h^d not 
feen ant} heard I fcarcely ihould have ere- 

« • 

<}it6d. You taightb^Ueve,. though I knqw 
not why yo^i fhould^ that I ihould certdiply 

i do 



do wrong ; yet, in your cooler mdmeats, yon 
coald not I think but applaud the intention i 
and I conclude with repeating my perfuafion 
that your judgment was tefs found, dn this 
occafion, than it generally is in oecurrencea 
perhaps lefs ferious in their confequencea* 

Thomas HoLcabFT* 



LETTER III. 

To jM^. Serjiant jidain 

Sir, 

IN my letter to the Attorney Ceheral^ I 
Have quoted fome fentiinents, wMdh you 
deKvericd in your ope^iing agalhft Mr.Tlid« 
wail, and vAAdh I think h bekov^ me to 
liotice. I have there made (bme remarks oa 
them, and here intend to add a few more ; 
but niuft previoufly repeat the fubftance of 
\ what you will find I have faid in my pre- 
fatory addrefles, to Mr. Attoirney General 
and Lord Chief Juftite Eyre, that the mo- 
tive bi my writing is not to give you pain, 
but, by deleting your miftakesi to a(dd aa I 
6 hope 
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hops to the mecms of geceral improrefioietiL 
PcrhiipB you may thiok the fuppofition that 
I have the power to give pain, undignified 
md improt^ed by the great as I am^ is a 
trait of arrogance. I believe however thii 
to be a miftake beneath your underilanding» 
Tait harie been too long familiar with an 
flslevated (»i^atL(Ma to ioiagine that any thing 
but the e^orts of found reafon can diitld a 
Qian from: thte pain of accufation ; whether 
ic be f%}fe or true. But, fir^ though I con** 
ceive you will be more difpaflionate, there 
ftce |>pribn$ who are fo devoured with zeaZ 
againft Jacobins, amoog whom« wereithere 
4AO Oitber circumftances, this profecution haa 
in their opinion ranked me, that arrogant 
willrbe too foft a term to exprefs their fen« 
iations. 

This is a matter of trifling moment. My 
jprefent theme h f he forbearing benevolence 
of His Majefly*B Attorney General. Will 
you patienUy permit me to tell you, fir, 
iiow forbearing that gentleman has been? He 
(forbope to call evidence againft me ; which^ 
according to the phrafe, was very honour- 
able, ia him indeed; for he had none to call. 

i2 H9 



[116] 

He forbore to keep me and my fellow fiiSerem 
longer in prifon ; becaufe he was confcioUt 
that the minds of men revolted at the injuf^ 
tice of the punifliment we had already en- 
dured* He forbore to exafperate the public 
more by the difclofure of the extreme foU^f 
of which, in the fervor o^ his accufing zealj 
he had been guilty; in charging a man 
with the crime of High Treafon at the mo- 
ment when he had depofitions to prove 
the man fo charged to be the enthuffaftie 
preacher of peace, and the determine^ op^ 
ponent of violence. I have called it folly : 
by what word would you have charac- 
terized fuch Gondud ? Yes, fir, he forbore 
to profecute, in proportion as he perceived 
he wanted the power. He forbore to in- 
flict evil, the moment he difcovered how 
dangerous his conduQ: was become. I 
would not be underftood to fay, or fup- 
pofc, that he thought it evil ; but did his 
-miftakes leflen the injury? His forbearance, 
has indeed been exemplary, and I fear 
he will ftill continue to forbear. He will 
probably forbear, in all companies into 
which be goes, to inform them that he has 

7 ^ accufed 
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accufed vrkEout proof, has acquitted wit^ 
relttdance, and has paffed through Temple 
Bitr with a confufed mind, if not with an 
aching heart He forbore to vifit and con** 
fple the families of the prifoners, by whofe 
it^duftry till manacled by him thefe fami- 
lies had been fupported ; and he will flill 
forbear to inquire whether the fires of thofc 
prif0ners be ftarving, their children naked> 
or th^ir wives living or dead. Let him : 
if he be not unexpe^edly wife, or deplo- 
rably etrqneous, fuch forbearance will con^* 
djiice tQ the quiet of his confcience. 

I hav^ but one queftipn more to afk, and 
that, fir, relates wholly to yourfelf. You 
are a man who have as I may fay been 
trammeled in the manners and cufloms of 
courts of law. You have fat upon the 
bench, and been led to confider the duties 
and even delicacies of fuch a fituation. You 
are not ignorant that every expiation, which 
kind and refpe^lful treatment can publicly 
afford, is due to a man who has been acquit- 
ted by his country, for this acquittal avows 
|:he accufation to have been falfe. Where, 

\^ fir^ 
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fir, waft the kindnefs, ¥rfaere Ac . rtEptSt^ 
where the decency, of teHkig: a man, who 
bad juft been acqiiiCfed hy hi^ ccuntry;that 
the reaibii of bit acquklal was the forbeir^^ 
iDg to introduce witnefles t Sk, I intend 
no perfonal offence when I fay it wa< lb hat 
from kind, rcfpedtfiil, or decent, that if wa» 
abfolutely falfe. You forgot yourfelf. Mea 
are fubje£t to miftakes, and all thaf I ber6. 
intend is to vindicate and do juft4ce to my 
own chatader, againft an erro* #Ai6b 1 
hope yoti ^ould not frequently be fd for- 
getful of what is due to juftide and u^ a- 
perfon falfely accufed as to commit* 

Thomas Holcroft* 



LETTER IV. 
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^0 the Htrntmrabk ^hotnas Erjkinei andVicaty 

Gibbs^ Efquirif 

Gentlemen, 

HAD I not been perfonally implicated in 
the late ftrange profecutions for High IVea- 

fon^ 
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fon^ I (till muft have contemplatedi I hatpe^ 
with no Idk iotereft the men whofe taleots 
and integrity had fitted tfhem to be the d6- 
fendeis d the huiftan race« A ^^^fe of dtity 
has obliged me to remairk on the mKlakea 
of fome perfons, concerned in thefe trials ; 
and the duty of dating the h6ts which dif- 
play truths of a contrary nature cannot be 
thought tefs urgent. I have no perfonal 
intimacy with either of you; and I certainly 
difier widely with you both^ concerning 
the principle of Coercion, on which law is 
founded. On this ground, I have ibme- 
dmes neceffarily difapproved even parts of 
the aftotiifhing defence you made, in favour 
of the prcrfecuted. I think therefore I (hall 
not rationally be fufpeded of an endeavour 
to bcftow unmerited eulogium on you. Be* 
fide, as I have already faid, my chief praife 
will be a recapitulation of fa£ks. 

When I recoiled thefe fafts, I confefs the 
accumulated ma/s excites in me no fmall 
degree of amazement. Braving the cabals 
of a violent, numerous, and powerful party^ 
whom none but men of fortitude would 

i 4 have 
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have dared to brave^ you . began labpuif 
which, like the afcent of the Alp$» as you 
proceeded fhewed that, having climbed 
mountains, ypu had mountains ftill to 
climb. The notice you had was abrupt, 
the cafes each a vail chaos of darknefs, and 
the ifTue, perhaps in the opinion of both 
parties, little lefs than an age of happiaels 
or of mifery to mankind* The indidmenti 
uajuft as it furely was by its complicated 
nature, containe;d thg name^ of twelve men^ 
to.wliofe individual narratives yoi| were 
bound to liilen; and not only to. exert aH 
your faculties to deduce the unmixed t^'uth 
from them, but to divine how you might 
confute and annihilate accuiing falfhood* 
You had two lifts of upward of four hun7 
dred perfons, jurymen and witnefles, tp 
fcrutinize ; and by this enormous catalogue 
the lives of your clients and the liberties of 
the nation were to be decided. The cha- 
rader of every man whpfe name it con- 
tained was to be fifted. The prejudices of 
jurymen, as they might be conjectured tp 
^fifc from the nature of their employments, 

declarations, 
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declarations, and dependencies, deiAat^dis^ 
iibvere inquiry ; and the charadlers, copQecr 
tions, and vices of feme of the witnedes, an 
inquiry perhaps ftiU more painful, more 
jdifgufting, more fevere. Failure in either 
of thefe eflential points might have been 
deilruiftion to the great caufe you had rifea 
(0 defend. 

The nature of the acaufation vras ftill 
more confounding. It was a mafs of hete^ 
f ogeneous fads, vague t)Ut perplexing aflfer* 
lions, and tedious and ftupefying readings 
and recapitulations. It is now proved, that 
there was nothing treafonable in them : but 
iheir artful and benumbing efieds you had 
to deftroy, or freedom had to fall. 

To you, Mr. Erfkine, truth requires I 
flxould particularly addrefs myfelf ; and the 
diftin^ion I know will give no fmall plea- 
Aure to . your kind and dignified fellow-la« 
J)ourer. I faw the tears ft^rt in his eyes, I 
|ieard the tremulous fmking of his voice, I 
witnelTed the affections working in his bo- 
fom, when he attempted, in his eloquent 
find animated fpeechin the defence of Mr. 

Thelwalli 



T&elWaHy to ejcprefs hb decp^ fenfe df yoof 
idftuc* It waa a marking trait in hh cha- 
rader^ which thoTe who kaow how to efti» 
mate it will not forgets 

Ke then wiH mod coFdisJly join vn^ me^ 
iprfiea I affirm that dn^ intrepklky with 
which you cncounteMd an embatded boft 
of Crown lawyers, whofe angry brows were 
dark m Erebps, whenerrer tha Bdncb above 
them decided that the pra^kke of the coonu 
was irak yoar favour, was luch aa I bat^ve 
no pleader in the kingdom could hat« 
equalled ; that the acumaa with whidi you 
examined wknefies. Spies i mean and Ii^- 
forniera^ extra£^ng truth from the black 
reoefTes of audacious £adikood, wrcfting it 
forth and dragging it to light, was no lefs 
admirable ; that the difcriminadon witk 
which you deteded a&d expofisd, even 
without wounding, the ^nevarka^ons not 
of hh^d ruffians but of infatuated and pfe^ 
judrccd men, drew applaufe even from your 
adverfaries j and that, by your knowledge 
of the human heart, you fo managed the 
witncflcs for the Crown as to make thefc 

very 
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vtrf wltneflcs prove the injiilKce and the 
falfhood of tbe charges^ brought agawft' 
yonr cKents. Various- are the traits^ ki th<f 
courfe of the trials, that mark how . emi- 
nently yott pofllcft the qualii^ieii I have at-- 
tempted to delctibe. One of tbefe I cannot 
fbrbear to cite. A friend who heard it, and 
who is well ftudied in the human heart, par^^ 
ticulariy in ita gre^t emotions, fpeaking of 
It with tfan^ort has deckred that, accom* 
panted by your voice, look, and gefture, it 
was fublime. While examining the fpy 
Alexander, who had not you deteded him 
might have (worn away the Kfe of Hardy, 
obferving bis downcaft countenance and 
iuddenly interrupting yourfelf, you ex- 
claimed— *' Look at the Jury, fir ! Don*t 
^^ look at me : I have feen enough ^f 
^your 

The exertions of your genius thus far 
were delightful : and, had they ended here, 
would I truft have faved the nation. 
But here they were not to end. Your 
fpeech in favour of Hardy at the clofe of 

the evidence for the Crown, w|ts fuch that 
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every creature who witnefled it, young and . 
oldy never mention it in my hearing but 
virith rapture. Accompanied as it was by 
that profound fenfeof the magnitude of 
Che caufe you had to defend, and by that 
almoft faper*httmaa energy, for fuch it ii* 
deferifoed to have been, with which its mo* 
mentous coniequences infpired you, the 
words you uttered wei;^ en^aven on the 
hearts of your hearers ! Their affections 
were expanded, and they glowed with that 
divine enthuiiafm, in the behalf of juftice, 
which ftrength of feeling ^d genius like 
yours only could infufe* Sir, you faved 
a nfition ; and a nation's tears, r a nation's 
bleflings, a nation's love, will follo^y you to 
the grave ; and there reft, ia everlaftingly 
fond remembrance, over your sUhes. 

Nor muft I forget that you, fir, were the 
mim whofe acutenefs and genius, fitted you 
for the momentous office: and whofe 
courage alone could refift obftacles that terri- 
fied minds lefs firm, and propenfities niore 
felfifh. Sorry am I to learn that the bar is 
infefted by a mercenary band, who will np( 

whifpev 
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^hifper a word in favour of that frefdotft 
which thofe who have filk gowns and fur- 
red robes to befiow fyftematically difcounte-^ 
nance. They fhun the unpi;ofitable conteft* 
They affirm, and deny, and cringe, and 
cower, and blow hot and blow cold, as a ' 
nod from the powers that be fhall indicate ; 
obedient and tame for a time, that their turn 
to tyrannize may come. Twelve innocent 
men might have perifhed, nay a Nation 
fa^ve periihed with them, ere one man of 
any Handing or command at the bar Would 
Have moved in their defence* You^ fir^ 
wai3 the otily exceptiont Your patriotifan 
alone was pure .enough to difregard perr 
fonal yiews^ and momentary advantage* 
You toiled for a nobler purpofe than to ren-^ \ 
der your children the future fatraps of de*- 
fpotifm. Lighted by the torch of Liberty, 
you law the worihippers of Mammon forg- 
ing their own fhackles. With a mind too 
elaftic, too independent, too cohiprehenilve 
to ftoop thus bafcly, the fight infpired you 
with increafing fortitude ; and you met the 

fele(^ legion of all the Inns and Halls, mai^- 
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fliallsd againfl you in dreadful array. They 
adraoced upon you, glorying in their num* 
bers ; now man by man, and now, exafpe^ 
ratsed at repulfe, ruihing forward in a bodyi 
You faced and foughc them all } with va^ 
lour unecjiuiied, you fought and conquered^ 

Shall I forget the ocian who fo c^urageoufly 
inikated your daring; lefs inured to th« 
fidd, yet eager to ihare your dangers ? If I 
do, may^iny right hand forget her cuoniog ! 
He participated y«ir toils, he was your 
brother in anxiety and seal ; and, in lo- 
gical dedu&ioo and dofe reafoning, fuiidy 
not your ickfisrion If he did not imperiouAy 
reign over the fenfationd, he commanded 
die ai^nt of the underftanding. He» HIM 
-you^ had to repd the poifoned arrowa of 
4aw ; and of law itfdf you nustually made 
jl fikield^ by <wfaich its terrc»rt were arerted* 

What ihail I fay i How flxali I addi^ft 
you ? Poiiellbd of a pec^ple's love, a peo« 
pie fnatched by your aid and the fortitude 
of a lew from the brink of ilavery, how 
ihall an individual exprefs his fenfe of your 
'viituea and your worth ? Gentlemen, the 

triumph 
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triumph you gained and the applaufe be« 
ftowed upon you was heartfelt, and little 
lefa than univerfal. But it was not mo- 
mentary. No t Ages to come 'ihall re- 
found with its acclamations ! They will be 
heard everlaftingly: at l^ft while the ac- 
tions of men as they are fhaU continue to 
intereft men as they muft be. 

Thomas Holcroft. 
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I. 

A FTER the examination of the fuppofed confpirators 
before the Privy Council, I was informed that 
feme of them had been queftioned concerning me, and 
that their teftimony had been the truth. One of thefc 
I knew was Mr. Sharp ; and being convinced, when the 
trial of Mr. Home Tooke was over, it was then impof- 
fible for Conftru£live Treafon to make any fa!;ther at- 
tempts upon me, and forefeeing that I fhould be called 
up to be acquitted without trial, I wifhed to deliver 
the addrefs which is inferted in this narrative. That 
it might produce its full efFeft, I was defirous of pro- 
curing the mod authentic documents. This occafioil- 
ed me to write the following note : 

* Mr. Holcroft prefents his compliments to Mn 

* Sharp — There is a rumour that he and others are fo 

* be called up and acquitted on Monday : requefts him 

* therefore, or rather conjures him, as he loves the 
' caufe of freedom, to furnifh him with a corre£t ftate- 
'mcnt of the evidence he gave, immediately, and if 
^ poflible by the bearer. If Mr. Sharp know any other 
' perfon who gave evidence before the Privy Council 

k * con- 
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* concerning Mr. Holcroft, he will be greatly obliged 
^ if he will inform him. 

* Newgacei Nov. 29th -i 794*' . 

To this the anfwer fub^oined was returned ; which 
having quoted in part, it is necefiary I (hould infert 
intirc. 

* Copy from my teftimony, which I figned at the 

* Privy Council.' " The Society for Conftitutional 

" Information adjourned and left the Delegates in the 
** room : the moft gentlemanlike perfon (of the 
** CorrefpondiQg Society) took the chair^ and talked 
*^ about an equal reprefentation of the .people, and put* 
** ting an end to war. Holcroft talked about the 
** powers of the human mind." * This is the whole 

* that I iigned. The particulars I remember of 
« that converfation are I believe nearly aa follow :. 

* Mr. Holcroft talked a great deal about peace j of his 

* being ag^inft any violent or coercive means, that were 

* ufually reforted to againft our fellow-creatures v urged 

* the more powerful operation of philofophy and rea- 

* fon, to convince man of his errors j and faidy that he 

* would difarm his greateft enemy, by thofe means, 

* and oppofc his fury. — Spoke alfo about truth being 

* powerful, &c. &c. and gave advice to the above tSk€t 

* to the Delegates prefent, who all feemed to agree, as 

* no perfon prefent oppofed his arguments. This 

* converfation lafted better than an hour, and we de- 

* parted. The next time the Delegates met, Holcroft 

* was not prefent. This is the fubftance of what I re- 

^ member of that converfation. 
* 

• Before 
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* Before the Grand Jury, I mentioned Mr. Holcroft's 

* difpofition and converfation when we met, about rea- 
^ foning men out of their errors. He was a fort of 

* natural quaker, and was for the peaceable means that 

* philofophy and reafon pointed out, to convince man- 
' kind. He was againft violence of all kinds ; but did 
^ not beji^ve in the f^cret impulfes of the Spirit, like the 

* Quakers^ 

• J think it fteceflary tp acquaint my friend Holcroft, 

* tirat notice will be takeu (to oppofe my teftimony) of 

* the words that pafled atmy houfe, whenlwasin cuftody, 

* between the officer andHolcroft — of his telling the man 
^ he was a liar^ it was an impudent lie; which occafioned, 

* I underftand, two men being placed over me the next 

* day, they conceiving it a defign on our part to affront 
5 the man, to produce violence, and favour my efcape* 

* This I believe will be urged by the Counfel for the 

* C^^ow^, to deftroy my evidence in Holcroft's favour, 

* Holcroft muft procure other perfons, who have heard 

* him reprobate war and violence, and oppofe truth^ 

* reafon, and philofophy- I believe Tooke, Godwin, 

^ and Adams, muft remember converfations to that 

« cffeft. 

' W. Sharp/ 

The ahfwer to the laft paragraph may be feen, in my 
letter to the Attorney General. I (hall only a^d, that I 
very fincercly difapprovc the word liar, or any other ' 
VQrd which has an aggravating tendency \ and that, 
if the occafion on which I ufed th^t word did not jufr 
tify the a&ion, I wi(h it to meet all the cenfure it de- 
ferves. I have Citfifcientiouly related the nK>tive wkK 

viUch it wasufed bv me. 

^ k^ ILTHE 
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n. 

THE following curious documents were commtt« 
.nicated to me, by a gentleman whofe accuracy and 
perfpicuity in dating fads have been eminently bene- 
ficial to the caufe of reform, and to whom the Nation 
is highly indebted for the very efTential part he took in 
drawing up the ftate of the reprefentation of England 
and Wales, which was publiihed by the Society of the 
Friends of the People. In the following Defence, I have 
endeavoured to give a (ketch of the corruptions of parlia* 
nient,and haveoffered fome conjeftureson the oligarthi- 
cal organization which, if not prevented, is likely tp 
refult. The annexed documents contain enumerations 
pointedly in favour of my whole argument. The power 
of the Crown can only counteraft the influence of the 
Peerage by fwelling its lift. The Commons is proved 
to be the creature of their own creating. By weaken- 
ing each other, they mull fall ; and from their downfall 
a new order of things mufl in fome form or other arife, 
ftiould the prefent pertinacious refiftance to innova- 
tion, that is to a cliange for the better, be continued. 



I. 

AT the Kang's accefliori, the tot^ number of the 
Peerage (exclufive of Princes of the Blood, 
Bilhops, and Scotch Peers) was - - 172 

At the prefent day it IS * - - - - 23^ 

Increafe (being above ^ fourth part of the 

whole) - ... . . ^8 

- ' - 11. Rom 
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2. 

From the year 1700 to the year l^6l, the total 
number of fuw Peers created (exclufive of 
Princes, Peerei&s, and Lords called up by 
fummons) was - - - . {y 

From the year 1761 to the year 17.9;} the total 
number of new Peers created (fubjc£t to the 
fame exceptions as above) was . • 8^ 

His prefent Majefty therefore has created as 

many Peers, in thirty-four years, as his three 

predecdTors did, in a period of aknoft twice 

|he length! 



The total number of Peers created, Cnce the 
year 1700, is - - -. - - 174 

Of which number there have been created fince 
1783 no Icfs than - .- . - -^ ^^ 

In other words, in about a ninth part of the tim« 
Mr. Pitt has created z fourth part of the num- 
ber : or, comparing the number created by 
Mr* FiU (44) with the total created in the 
prefent reign (87) it appears that he has 
induced his Majefty to create more in eleven 
years than his predeceflbrs in office could 
induce him to create in twenty^three ! 

4- 
With refpeflt ?^%e eleftion influence poflcffed by tht 
Houfe of Lords, it appears by the Report of the Friends 
of the People to be »» follows : 

3 (N. B. Thw 
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(N. B. This Report, having been publiflicd nearly 
three years without being profecuted, anfwcred, or 
even contradifted, and the fubftancc of it ftanding upok 
the Journals of the Houfe of Commons, may now be 
fairly quoted as authentic in point of faBs. ) 
'Seventy-eight Peers return members to fervc in 

Parliament '^ - " " ~ -xy* 
Of which number the Peers created in the ptefent 

reign return - - - - 4* 

The progrefs of this encroachment will appear 
more alarming when it is ftated that 
The Peers created during eleven years, ending in 

1772, return to Parliament - - - ^ 

The Peers created during eleven years, ending in 

1783, returp to Parliament . - - , - p 
The Peers created during eleven years, ending in 

J 794, return to Parliament - - - 1| 

N. B. This is exclufiye of the members returned by 
Scotch Peers who have beea created Englifli Peer§. I 
apprehep4 the number to b? at lead 10 ; but I neyer 
could get a return of the Pa^tronage In Scotland. The 
late creation of Peers and their patronage is included in 
the above, tak?n from what in the Report pf the Friends 
of the People i$ called the patrpna^e pf Convnoners- 



Tbc tqtarf wmbor of ^e prefcnt Hojife ©f Lardu, 
\ after deducing l^inors and Catholics, >vho . 

have no votes, is - -^ - - afii 



Of 
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Of this number . 

Have been put into the Houfe of Lords by his 

preferit Majefty, in the conftitutional and ne- 

cefiary cxercife ot his prero|[ative^ , 

Afchbiffiops, - - - • 2 . 

Biihops, - - . . • 23 

^Princes of the Blood, made Peers by the King, 

according to long eftabliftied cuftom, - 4 

Hereditary Englifli Peers who belong to his Ma- 

jefty's houfehold, - - - 17 

Hereditary Englifli Peers who belong to the 

Prince of Wales's houfehold - - - 2 
Hereditary Englifli Peers who belong to her Ma- 

jefty's houfehold - - - - « g 

Hereditary Englifli Peers, who hold great offices 

during pleafure under the King ~ - g 

EUBed by the Scotch Peers, the majority of 

whom are notorioufly under influence - 16 

Have been put into the Houfe of Lord^ by the 

King, and are not included in the above, 57 

Therefore 132 of the prefent Houfe of Lords 
do not fall under the defcription of hereditary 
and independent. It appears from the above, 
that the hereditary Peers not holding places 
amount only to - - - - - 129 

Leaving thofe named by the King^ deputed by the 
Scotch Peers ^ or injluenced by the Crown ^ in a 
majority of- ■--••3 
N. B. In the preceding table, the fons of Peers 

f itated by his prefent Majefty are confidered as Here- 
ditary 
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diury Nobkmen. With rcfpcft to the number of hcrc- 
ditiiy Peers holding places, or enjoying penGons, I have 
no doubt that it might be very conCderably increafed ^ 
but as to (hew any majority was fuEEident for my pur- 
pofC) I hare not been anxious about it. 



I 
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X HE Crime of which I here ftand ac* 
cufed I confider as one of the higheft which 
man can commit. It is the crime of medi<« 
tating and confpiring to have recourfe to 
arms and violence: a crime that has the 
greateft tendency to inflame multitudes, de- 
prive them of reafon, and excite them to all 
the horrors of war ; which is a flfate the mod 
deftrudive and the mod unnatural to man* 
I truft the Court and the Jury, therefore, 
^ill afford me a patient and an attentive hear-» 
^ng> while I endeavour to (hew the extreme 
injuftice that has been done me j that I may 
he reftored to fociety without being deprived 
of any part of that utility which fo inti- 
ftiately depends on a character unimpeach- 

B able. 
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able^ and a mind aduated by virtuous in-* 
tention. 

Points of Law have already been moft 
ably argued j and, if they had not, my ftu* 
dies have not qualified me to treat ef Law 
in the detail. It is voluminous^ complex, 
and contradi£tory« Either J miftake^ or^ it 
is the very oppofite to the fimple uniformity 
of Juftice. And here it is my duty to re* 
mind you, Gentlemen of the Jury, that tlic 
very eflence of your office is to confider the 
Juftice, I fay ^ the Juftice of this and of every 

mi 

cafe that comes before you ; and, whenever 
Law is contrary to Juftice, ftudioufly to prc- 
ferve ypur minds untainted by its perplex^ 
ities, and unbiafed by its dogmas. I have 
much to fay ; but, remembering that not 
only my life but the lives of all future roea 
to whom this cafe fhall be brought as a pre* 
cedent are at ftake, I am perfuaded you will 
not think the duty of liftening to my ex-r 
culpation too fevere. Arraigned thus fo* 
lemnly, my defence againft^ a charge of fo 
deep a dye muft be no lefs folemn. 

It is the mature of accufation tp alarm all 

fociety^ 
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fociety^ and render the individual accufed 
univerfally fufpcfted* The benevolence he 
ufed to meet is fled from every face ; he isr 
avoided ; the fweetd of focial interconrfe are 
denied ; his fundions arc fufpendcd, his uti- 
lity is cut off, and his moral exiftcnce, the 
power of doing good, is always palfied, and 
often deftroyed. 

The effedls of accufatlon, at this moment, 
are ten-fold pernicious. The prefent crifis 
has produced a degree of acrimony between 
conte.nding parties, that is pregnant with 
mifchief: acrimony unexampled perhaps 
fince the profcribing days of Sylla and Cae- 
far. How is this defolating fpirit to be ap- 
peafed ? Can it be by accufatlon, ra(hly 
made, obffinately continued, and, I will not 
fay profecuted with malignity, but, I muft 
fay profecuted by all the methods which 
meti have beeen accuftomed to afcribe to 

• _ __ r 

that odious principle ? What is it, at this 
fearfnl moment, that prompts and precipi- 
tates ijien to violence ? Violence that per- 
tiaps may blind them to an approaching' 
n^afs of mifery; and^ rendering them furious, 

B ^ .j^^y 
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may pfunge them in that frantk j^nd piH- 
mell deftrwfiion wWch we all deprecate, all 
dread, and all ablior ? It 19 this fatal fpiric 
of acrimpny : a fpirit virhich raftxnels' engen- 
dered, paflion has envenomed, and mutual 
obftinacy renders iputuf^lj atrodops« * 

Gentlemen, thcfe arc tremendous limes ! 
This is a tremendous occafion ! And an un- 
juft fentqnce will be fdlowed by tremendous 
confequences ! Not on account of perfonal 
worth ; for individual?, taken fcparately, are 
but infeds. ; on each of wliich Power might 
fet its foot, and declare them noxious from 
the want of leifur^ and Inclination to ftudy 
their ufe. No : it is becaufe fuch unjuft de- 
cifions tend to increafe that unrelenting ani- 
mofity, that favage hatred, which already 
ra.ge8 in the public x;nind. 

For my own part, Gentlemen^ I will not 
merely contend that I am innocent, but that 
I have aimed at being highly virtuous. For 
this purpofe, I have two principal points to 
prove : 

1. That I was aduatcij by peaceful mo- 
tives : was the enemy of force ; and, confe- 

quently, 
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quently, did not compafs or imagiQe the 
death of the King, or of any human being. 
This will prove me guiltlefs of the black 
charge brought againft me« 

2. That it is the duty of every man, who 
perceives Jthe mifchiefs refultiog from the 
preient ftate of reprefentation, to endeavour 
to effe£t a reform : and you all know^.Gen* 
tlemen, that a confcientious difcharge of duty, 
ir the refult of fentiments of virtue. 

I know no method that will fo effed;ually 
convince you how fincerely I am the friend 
of benevolence, and the enemy of coercion, 
or force, as by detailing the fa^s and argu-- 
ments by which I have myfelf been con- 
vinced : nor can I by any other means fo 
fatisfad:orily prove to you how, unequivo* 
cally I am a friend to reform, as by remind- 
ing you of what the prefent ftate of repre- 
fentation in this kingdom is, and what are 
its confequences. To thefe points then I 
once more entreat your patient, ftrift, and 
confcientious attention. 

I fhall begin with coercion: and, as I fhall 
have frequent occafion to ufe the term, I re- 

B 3 queft 
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queft you, Gentlemeo, carefully to rccotlcQf 
that^ by coercion, I mean that force ivhiph 
obliges a man to zGt or fuffer without the 
confenty and contrary to the decifion, of bi^ 
underftanding. 

No man 1 imagine will or can approve 
coercion, unlefs it be intended to prerent 
erime. We have therefore to enquire, wha^ 
18 crime ? 

Crime is unjuft intention carried into «- 

It ig the nature of crime to begin with in« 
di^iduals^ but to expand and communicate 
to the whole. To injure one man is to give 
an example of injury to all men : violence 
pifoduces violence; and a firfl vice is followed 
by a train of vices^ the contagion of which 
quickly infe£ts the whole community .r 
' It is like wife the nature of crime to injurer 
him by whom it is committed. It renders 
him fufpeAed, dreaded, and odious ; and he 
can only be countenanced in proportion aa 
the wicked example he gives is followed ; 
that is, by an increafe of danger to himfelf 
and all mankind. If the injury of which be 

ia 
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is guiky be returned with excefit, ive are 
then accuftomed by comparifon to exone* 
rate hrm } though in reality his erime is in- 
crea(ed a hundred fold : for, while of two or 
two millions of crimes his may appear to be 
the leaft, it is more fatal than any of thofe 
of which it is the origin. All the crimes of 
a deftru£tive war originate with him who 
fitR, conceived that war. 

Selfifhnefs is emphatically the chara6£rir<* 
tic of crime: for the mifUken nun, who 
4oes a wrong aft with ^ view to the good of 
otliers and without a retrofped to his own^ 
is certainly ading from virtuous intentions^ 
Suppofing his aftion to be baneful, ^ his 
mind has the attribute of virtue* 

Since therefore the felfifh criminal comr 
mits the greateft injury againft himfclff whom 
he intended to benefit, and th^ difmterefte4 
criminal is in like manner ading under mi(^ 
take, it follows that all crime is error of the 
pnderftanding. 

Grime therefore is ignorance ; which is 
(he abfence or ^ant of kt^owledge^ Confe- 
fluentlyi ai^d this is one of the mo(l import- 

B 4 ant 
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ant of truths, knowledge is the fole meant 
by which crime can be prevented. 

If this reafoning be juft, it follows that to 
attempt to prevent crime by coercion is aa 
error of the underftanding : or, in other 
words, is itfelf alfo crime. 

This may be elucidated by an inquiry in- 
to the nature and confequences of puniih- 
ment : which is one of the mofl important 
branches of coercion. 

Puniihment is the inflidion of pain and 
difgrace ; generally fpeaking, either by the 
permiflion or at the inftigation of fociety ; 
fometimes purpofing to reform the criminal, 
and at others not ; for criminals are frequent-* 
ly put to death ; but always with an intent 
to prevent crime. 

That to punifli a man for being virtuous 
would be to commit injuilice needs no 
proof. Punifliment therefore can only con- 
cern itfelf with real or fuppofed crime. 

It has already been proved that all crime 
is error of the underftanding: and, that. 

Knowledge is the fole 'means by which 
crime can be prevented. By knowledge is 

here 
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here underftood moral knowledge ; or the 
communication of thofe fadls which teach 
men to generate happinefs and prevent mi« 
fcry. The more we examine the confe- 
quences of punifhment, the more we fhall be 
convinced how incapable it is of communi- 
cating this kind of knowledge. 

Had punifhment been an efFedual means 
for preventing crime, as foon as punifli- 
ment bad been begun crime mud have been 
on the decreafe. 

This effed however is not produced ; for 
men continue, from the introdudion of pu- 
nifhment to the prefent hour, to be impri- 
foned, pilloried, whipped^ and hanged. 

Fear, falihood, revenge, and defperation 
are the vices which punifhment produces ; 
and even revenge and defperation are not 

» 

fo deftrudive as fear and falfhood. 

Fear confufes, diflrads, and debilitates 
the mind. To prevent crime, we muft 
communicate knowledge. Now the thing 
mod eflential for the acquirement of know- 
ledge is that the mind {hould be clear, and 
undifturbedj and, for the praftice of the 

virtues 



virtues taught by knowledge, that it fhould 
poflefs fortitude* 

With refpeft to the pradice of falfhood, 
It teaches man not only to conceal from 
others, but from himfelf, his various devia- 
tions from rectitude ; and the more fucceiT- 
fully he pradices this deceit, the more iu* 
dacious and enterprizing he becomes. Let 
us once more appeal to experience for 
proof. 

What are the effeds of punifhment ? 
What but inevitably to create a fchool for 
the exercife of the arts of falfiiood j where 
the hiftory of its tranfadions is read with 
delight, and repeated for the encouragement 
and inflrudioi) of every novice I Each talc 
has its hero: arduous tafks are undertaken : 
confequences are forefeen, and guarded a- 
gainf^ J fortitude and prefence of mind, for 
the perpetration of crime, are cherifhed, and 
rendered habitual ; and plans, conneded, 
daringi and fuccefsful, are laid, by which 
(heir authors, with Qnly a fmall change of 
circumftances, would have gained immor- 
tal fame. Such feminaries are our common 
2 jails J 
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jails } and fuch are the heroes they daily 
produce, and daily dpliver up, to men paid 
and authorized to inflid on them varietiet 
pf diTgrace^ puaiihment^ and death. Whea 
a ixiAn, from the perverfity of his under^ 
^landing, has committed his firft crime, he 
ui immediately feat to priibui according to 
law ; that is^ Law dooms hiqi to the fodety 
of men, whofe underftandifags are in a flill 
more perverted ftate than his own. Law^ 
^hich 18 emphatically Ailed the wifdom of 
ages, does this ! How would common* fenfe 
i£t ? Common*fenfc would inftantly con- 
fign the criminal to the fuperintendenco 
and admonition of (he wifeft and mod vir- 
tuous men the nation could boaft. Men 
capable of great crimes are, almoft without 
exception^ men of extraordinary energy 
and enterprize ; and fuch men, thus bene* 
volently treated and inftrufted, would be-» 
come as adive and indefatigable, in good, 
as they had been daring and reftlefs in eviU 
The criminal would be transformed to the 
fage. Yet even this percicious praftice 
of the law is outdone by the law. A mat> 

need 
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need not be criminal to be fent to pnfon ; 
he need only be accufed : and, however in- 
nocent he may enter, he muft have more 
than common virtufe if he do not come out 
gottty^ Such is coercion : fuch is punifh- 

xaenU 

Punifhmcnt therefore is inefficient: it 
cannot extirpate crime : this can only be 
cflFeded by the communication of know- 
ledge. HencCf 

It is the duty of mankind to inftrua:: but. 
It is the pradtice of mankind to punilh. 
- To inftrua is to increafe the well being 

of focicty. 

To punilh is to increafe the mifery of 

fociety. 

But the moft pernicious confequence that 

refuUs to fociety is the following : 

Injuftice is of a nature fo deftruaive 
to well being that men cannot endure it, 
without endeavours to provide againft it in 
futiire. Now, by fubftituting a falfe mode 
of corredion, punifhraent, they have loft 
fight of the true mode, knowledge ; and 
thus they have loft what would have been 

an 



[ «3 1 

arl inceflant motive wuH them to propagate 
that very thing if felf, knowledge, by which' 
alone their well being cvx be fecuted and 
improved. 

The contradictions that fpring from the 
fyftem of violence are endlefs. In one and 
the fame breath, the moraltft recommends 
fincerfty and fecrecy : though no two things 
can be more incompatible with and detrac- 
tive of each other. He .claflfes them among 
the moft eminent virtues ^ though one of 
them cannot but be a pernicious vice, for 
they are ojppofitcs in the extreme. Where 
fecrecy is fincerity cannot he : and whcrie 
fincerity is fecrecy can have no exiftence. 
Nothing can i>e more demonikablie^: for, to 
fpeak with perfeft fincerity there muft be 
no refcrve : but, if only a part of the truth 
be told, a part muft be refcrved : therefore 
to fpeak only a part of the truth is not to 
{peak with perfe£t fincerity. 

The virtue of habitual fincerity is eafily: 
proved : for, all men are agreed that to pre- 
vent injuftice is a virtue: now, injuftice 
cannot b? committed till it be firil cqnceived 
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In thoiiglit t therefore, to conceal thoughi; 
U to conceal that by which the means of 
preventing injuftice would be moft effe£tu« 
klly fupplied. 

H6w contrary to this is the coercive 
principle of law ; which prohibits, by pains 
and penalties, tlie publication of thought \ 
Like an odious and a wicked tyrant^ it pu^ 
niihes feditious writings ; nay^ more, fedi-^ 
tious words : that is, it impofes^ under pains 
and penalties, a fyftem of lying, or fup^ 
preffing the gienuind fentiments of our 
mind ^ and thus the moft pernicious of all 
idces is eftablifiied, by law, a part of otur 
education. Thus nieni if they have orfo- 
aeons o[dnioci8, are forbidden that which 
alone can procure a remedy for this worft 
of difeafes ; and thus the venom of falf* 
hood, being forcibly pent up in the mind, 
lies rankling there ; till it burfts forth with 
fuch peftilential virulence as not only to de* 
ftroy its parent but to infeA all fociety • 

The farther we purfue thefe inquiries the 

,more we fhall be convinced that pat^fii- 

meiit is the foe of knowledge* ; is deftmc^ 

tive 
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dire of liberty ; 13 incompatible vrith jiit^ 
tice; and duit it engenders crime, multi^' 
plies . mifery, and murders intelled: and ica^ 
energies according to law. 

Gentlemen, what I have faid is but a 
&eble ikefc^ of this defolating principle J 
wtiich. I cannot cbotemplace without (kud*^ 
deriag at the mifchief it produces, and 
fn^eUng how totaUj inadequate not only my 
powers but thofe of any exiting being are 
to detail, its biack and bloody annals. It is 
by celieiring my heait of this oppreiSve 
load, by attempting to fhew men how mife* 
rably they are miftaken, and by zealous- 
and incefiant endeavours to: perfuade them 
to benev^oleikce^ that I have fo wounded 
their prejudices as to have fubjed;ed my&lf 
to the foul ^charge with which I here fland^ 
dtsfigmred, and at iffue for Hfe or deatlu 
Oh could I but worthily treat the graadt 
fyftem of Bcnevofccice fear which I con* 
tend, could I but call to your recoUe<^on; 
the innumerable hQi%^ with which you ivc 
all acquainted) that demonflrate its power 
of increaiiog the huppicief^ of man^ I fhould 

then 
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then indeed rejoice at the opportumty now 
afforded me ; and, wholly difregarding per* 
ibnal danger, fhould exult in being the or* 
gan of Truth and the benefador of the 
human race* Unequal however as I feel 
myfelf to a fubjed fo gigantic, I fed with 
flill fuperior force that it is my duty to ex- 
ecute the taj[k to the heft of my ability. I 
ihall endeavour therefore to difcover what 
true benevolence is, to trace its confequen- 
ces, and. to demonftrate their reality. 
• Benevolence is the very oppofite of 
crime : it is juft intention carried into ef« 

fca. 

I am well aware how ftrenuoufly the 
advocates for coercion contend that pu- 
hiihment is benevolent ; and that punifh* 
ment itfelf is juft intention carried in- 
to efie£i:. I truft I have already proved 
Ae falfrty of this affcrtion; which, if falfe," 
is rendered fatal by being fuppofed to be 
tcue ; for, were it not fo fuppofed, it couLd 
not be endured. Extending the inquiry 
a little farther, we are obliged to alk what 
is punifhment, but the infliction of pain ? 
8 And 
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And does any' human being, Tvhile futfef- 
ing pain, contemplate the benevolence of 
that agent who is cxercifing himfelf in in- 
flifting pain ? The ftrpke of the axe, that fe- 
vers the head from the body, certainly brings 
no fuch conviftion t as little does the lalh of 
the whip; or the locks, bolts, and bars, that 
prevent the emaciated and life-weary pri-* 
foner from partaking of that air and exer- 
cife which would reftore him to health, 
freedom, and well being. 

The inflidtion of pain, it is faid, induces 
the patient to recoiled and deeply fix in his 
memory the miftakes which occafioned pu- 
nifhment ; and, that he may avoid pain, he 
will carefully avoid miftake. This is a 
ftrangc error j for it fuppofes that the lafh 
of the whip adlually does communicate 
knowledge. Otherwife, how is a man 
whipped enabled better to avoid miftake, 
in future, than he was before he was whip- 
ped ? The Law indeed includes the abfur- 
dity of fuppofmg that all men are fully in- 
formed of all crimes, their tendency, and 
extent. If it did not, its tyranny would 
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he hateful even to thofe who at prefent moft 
tenacioufly aflert its benignity. To prove 
the error of this fidion would be lofs of time. 
So voluminous and complex is law that no 
learned profeflbr in this court, in this king- 
dom, or that ever exifted, can remember 
its contents : fo perplexed are its precept* 
that they are for ever varying : and fo felf- 
contradictory are its precedents that they 
have deftroyed all certainty ; and advo- 
cates the moft able, judges the moft up* 
Xight, and juries the moft confcientious, 
when once entangled in its intricacies, arc 
in continual danger of exonerating the vi* 
cious, and condemning the guiltlefs. Why 
is this High Court now folemnly aflembled ? 
Ob mifery to be remembered ! This High 
Court is now fitting, robed in all its folem- 
nities and all its terrors, not to try me and 
my fellow vidims to this fyftem of confu- 
fion according to any definite and already 
declared principle ; but, to make an ex- 
periment on the perplexities which Sta* 
tute Law, Precedent Law, and Conftruc* 
tivc Law fo amply afford ! And on this 
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totten thread hjive the lives of twelve meri^ 
for days, and weeks, and months, been 
pending. If this be juftice, if this be be* 
nevolence, if this be not the moft violent 
exercife of the fundamentally erroneous 
fyftem of coercion, I muft then confefs my- 
felf utterly ignorant of that juftice, that 
benevolence, which I had propofed to my-* 
felf as the grand guides of human a£):ion« 

Gentlemen, I have already had and fhalt 
again have occafion, in the courfe of my 
defence, to point out abufes that feem fo 
incorporated in fociety that to deftroy them 
will perhaps appear to involve the deftrucr 
tion of fociety itfelf. Of thefc radical 
tbufes, coercion is the chief j and law, co« 
ercion, and punifhment, we find to be all 
parts of a common fyftem* Now, though 
I hope I have demon ftrated to you that 
where law, where coercion, where punifli* 
ment is mifery muft be j yet, 1 fufpe^ 
that, in thought, you have afked, with 
^error mingled perhaps with contempt^ 
^* What ! would you throw Open the prifon. 
•* doors, and let loofe a torrent of villains* 
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•* robbers, and murderers ? Is that your be- 
*' nevotent your wife advice ?" — I anfwer. 
No : and for this plain rcafon ; becaufe 
mankind, inftead of pofleffing the energy 
and virtue neceflary to adopt fuch a plan, 
would deem him a .t.ii*":*: by whom it 
fliould be propofed. But I ^.onjure man- 
kind to exsimine the principle; and^ if 
punifhment be an evil, to keep this princi- 
ple continually in view, by which they will 
be prevented from making new laws for 
the infliding of new pains and penalties ; 
and will be prompted to repeal the old, as 
expcditioufly as the ftate of public inftruc- 
tion will render it fafe. Yes, Gentlemen, 
I requeft you will remember that this is thS 
whole which the reform here infiftcd on re- 
quires. I requeft you to keep in mind that, 
however far the principles may progref- 
fively lead, I infift only on following them, 
now or at any time, to the limits which 
the wifeft men in the nation (hall deem to 
be fecure. Do not call me a vifionary, or 
an enthufiaft, becaufe I affirm that happi- 
nefs begets happineis} that a firft good 
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leads to a fecond, a fecond to a third, a 
third to a fourth, and fo on everlaftingly. 
Examine whether the principles for which 
I. contend be true ; and, if they be, follow 
truth as far as you can diftindtly perceive 
it, and clearly comprehend its operations* 
Do not fear that fuch a difpofition fhould 
lead you aftray. 

To proceed : What is the juft inten- 
tion in which benevolence confifts; and 
how is it carried into effe£k ? The juft in- 
tention which conftitutes benevolence is to 
increafe the well-b«ng of man; and, in- 
ftead of infliifiing, to relieve him from pain. 
The mode of effefting this intention is by at- 
tentively inquirfbg into the nature and caufe 
of fuffering ; by alleviating It with every ima- 
ginable remedy ; and by that affuaging con- 
folation which a kind heart and an intelligent 
mind alone can afford. How eSe£tual is this 
lenient balm ! How eager is the criminal, 
who by his miftakes has involved himfelf in. 
fufferings, to be relieved after this method I , 
How does he revere, how love the hand 
that adminifters relief! There is not a maa 
on earth whofe heart u fo depraved as not 
X C 3 to 



(p dilate with pleafure, under the exertion^ 
and influence of enlightened benevolence^ 
|t is .welcomed by the foolifli and the wife^ 
the wicked and the good. Nature is only 
lovely under its aufpices, and man is ne-t 
ver fo confcious of his capacity for vir-r 
tue as when his heart teepis with benevo- 
lence. 

For ray own part, here I fliand : the djig^ 
ger is drawn, the arm uplifted, and the ftrpke 
aimed at my heart. Js it any want of bene- 
volence to endeavour to arreft the blow^ 
What matters it to me, whether the aflT^flGn 
be a real being, or tha? imaginary myrderer 
the Law ? That phantom> under whofe form 
a hue and cry is raifed to hunt me to perdi- 
tion. And what kind of man is it that ia 
dragged to the ftake, aiid furrounded with 
the inflammable faggots of Sufpicion, Falfe 
Alarm, and atrocious Calumny ? Is it one 
yrho is a friend to the force of arms ? A 
preacher of violence ? An inftigator to civil 
Wlir ? No ; it is a man whofe words and 
aftions have been uniformly and ftrenuoufly 
combined to propagate peace : : a man who, 
liot with the dant of hired hypocrify, but/ 
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from the deep con virion of principle, hat 
been warning men againft the horrors of that 
ipirit of perfecution and hatred in which he 
faw all parties fo eager to indulge. Yes, 
firoai deep rooted long meditated principle. 
Benevolence has been my fyftem. An un- 
deviating unfhaken friend to reform, or I 
ihould not now have held my life in jeo- 
pardy; but profoundly convinced that every 
a£t of force, or violence, is contrary to re- 
form ; contrary to general and individual 
happinefs ; and big with deftrudion to its 
agents of all parties; the ftumbling block of 
all ages, and to remove which it is the duty 
of all men to exert every faculty of the fojuL 
Should doubts ftill be entertained of the 
truth of thefe principles, I have only to re- 
mark that I imagine it cannot be that you. 
Gentlemen of the Jury, fhould not perceive 
at prdent how deeply I, at leaft, am con^ 
vinced of their folidity. I will then leave 
it with your own confcienccs how fa,r it ig 
pofEble for a man holding thefe principle^ 
inceiTantly promulgating tliem as I have 
done, and in the general tenor of my a£tiona 
jrp^ulating my condud by them) to compafg - 
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or imagine the death of the king and its con«' 
fequences : an a£t: which I never did nor 
ever can imagine ; which^ for the Feafon$ 
already given, I hold in utter abomination ; 
jind which rather than compafs myfelf, or 
connive at in others, if I had a thoufand lives 
I would fufFer a thoufand deaths. 

The principles I have developed, and the 
witnelTes whofe examination you have heard 
in. proof that I have long held and long 
a<3;ed upon thefe principles, cannot I think 
but be fufficient to convince you, Gentlemen 
of the Jury, that not the moft muiute taint 
of treafpn can attach itfelf to me. But this 
is not fufficient, I feek to be ufeful to maiv 
kind ; a large portion of whom will imagine 
iksAy though not guilty of treafon, I have 
hecn meddling in matters that do not con- 
cern me. An opinion of this kind has in- 
duced men, who cannot but be wholly iinac- 
quainted with my chara£ler and conduiS, to 
calumniate me in various ways. The Nc wf* 
Plipers, commonly called minifterial^ have 
lieapcd obloquy on me and my writings j 
which^ however great may be my miftakes 
Q( tl|eur.defe£ts, hav^ conftantly had the good 
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<rf manldnd for their obje£k. Thefe prqu- 
dices have purfued me in public and in pri- 
vate ; to the Theatre, to the Council-cham* 
her, toPrifon, and to Judgment. Yes, Gen- 
tlemen, fince I have been in prifon, various^ 
newfpapers, by various means, have endea- 
voured to excite or keep alive thofe prejudi- 
ces againft me which party fpirit alone could 
generate. Gentlemen, I fhould not notice 
fuch trilling, fuch miilaken and immoral at* 
tempts to traduce me, but that you may 
perceive how neceflary it is that a man, in 
my fituation^ ihould come forth, after a trial 
thus folemn, unfpotted and fully reftored 
to his former utility. Yes, thus awfulbjr 
called upon, it becomes me to aflert, and 
confequently to prove,, that I am fomething 
more than innocent ; and that I am now, 
have been, and, if juftiqe he done me, again 
ftiall be, adively virtuous. This inevitably 
requires me to detail to this court, and- to^ 
tiie kingdom, what have been my reafons 
for concurring with and aiding thofe men 
who have endeavoured to obtain a reform 

of parliament. 
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Why arc my powers thus feeble ? Can it 

be that the fingle word Parliament will not 
excite in you all thofe fenfations which 
have fo often rent my bofom, at the fore- 
fight of evils which fuch a fyftem, if not 
timely, peaceably ^ and confcientioufly puri- 
fied, muft produce ? Gentlemen, by the love 
of your children, relations, and friends, by 
the love of your country, by the love of 
the hun^n race, I conjure you to liften 
patiently, attentively, and I again repeat 
confcientioufly, to the momentous truths 
I am about to date. The trumpet of alarm 
has been founded againft reformers. Hear 
what reformers have to fay in their own 
defence. 

It is a fad. Gentlemen, of public note- 
ricty, that a fociety called the Friends of 
the People i a fociety fo honoured in its 
members and fo refpe£table for its patri- 
otic and peaceful exertions that detradHon 
has fcarcely ventured to tax its purity ; I 
fay, it is well known that this fociety, af- 
ter a laborious fcrutiny that will for ever 
be honourably recorded in the annals of 

this 
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this country, drew up and publilhed a State 

of the Reprefentation of England and 

Wales. On this authority they founded 

a petition, at once firm, decorous, and de- 

cifive. The petitioners there ftate, in ex- 

prefs terms, '* that the number of reprefen* 

" tatives afligned to the diflferent Counties 

*♦ is grofsly difproportioned to their com- 

•^ parative extent, population, and trade ; 

^^ that thd elective franchife is partially and 

^* unequally diftributed ; that the right of 

" voting IS regulated by no uniform or 

^* rational principle ; that, by the ancient 

^^ laws and ilatutes of this kingdom, fre- 

^^ quent parliaments ought to be held ; 

^^ that ftom thefe combined defedls arife 

^ thofe fcenes of confufion, litigation, and 

^^ expence, which fo difgrace the name of 

- free reprefentation j that tumults, difor- 

^ ders, outrages, and perjury, are the dread-f 

^ ful attendants on contefted eledions ; 

" that returning officers exercife difcretion- 

" ary powers with the moft grofs partialis 

^ ty, and the moft fcandalous corruption ; 

f^ that a difputed feat in parliament has been 

*• knowa 
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" known to coft one of the parties no Icfi 
M than fifty thoufand pounds ; that appeals 
*} againil falfc returns are a freih fource of 
*-' expence, maintained at the average fum 
•* to each party of a hundred pounds per 
^ day ; that the attornies' bill alone of one 
*• appeal, which in point of form lafled on- 
*' ly two days and in point of {a£k only fix 
•^ hoursy amounted to nearly twelve hun- 
*^ dared pounds ; that the fhameful praflices 
" which difgrace ele(^ion proceedings Have 
" fo loaded the table of the Houfe of Com- 
" mons, with petitions for judgment and 
*-* redrcfe, that one half of the feven years 
^- duration of parliament was fcarcely fuf- 
" ficient to fettle who is entitled to fit for 
** the other half; that the two gentlemen 
♦^ who fat and voted nearly three years, a-s 
*' the repnefentatives of the Borough of 
•' Stockwell, had procured themfelves to be 
** elcflied by the moft fcandalous bribery j 
*' that the two gentlemen, who fat and voted 
♦* during as long a period for the Borough 
V of Great Grimflesd, had not even been- 
«'elcacd." . . 

5 Gentlemen^ 
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Gentlemen, I here cite the language of 
the petition. But what deferves your moft 
ferious attention is that thefe firm, thefe 
patriotic, thefe dignified petitioners did not 
come with a pompous recapitulation of po- 
pular affertions, which fome deny, otherfi 
afiSrm, and none had afcertained ; but they 
came fully provided with fads, for they 
add to each accufing claufe the at once 
alarming ' and unanfwerable fentence— 
•* And this your petitioners are ready to 
*^ prove." 

■ Gentlemen, this memorable this truth 
publifhing petition did not flop here; it 
gave a table of parliamentary patronage, 
containing a lift of Seventy-one Peers and 
Ninety-one Commoners, with their names 
at length, who by nomination and influ- 
ence return three hundred and two mem- 
bers to the Houfe of Commons ! 
• The total number of members, for Eng- 
land and Wales, are five hundred and thir- 
teen; and the decided majority, indepen- 
dently of the Treafury numbers, indepen-- 
dently of twenty-eight members who are 
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Returned by compromife, independently of 
forty-five additional members nominated by 
patronage in Scotland, I fay^ thefe feventy- 
one peers and ninety - one commoners^ 
amounting together to one hundred and 
fixty-twOy do themfelves alone return a ma- 
jority of ninety*one. Is there any man 
who now hears ^ me remind him of thefe 
noon-day fa£ts, and who is yet an enemy 
to reform ? Can reafon he fo blinded ? Can 
truth be fo powerlefs ? Can the love of our 
country and of the general good be fo dif* 
tant from the fenfe and feeling of. my con- 
temporaries ? 

Do you ftill doubt, Gentlemen, of the 
neceffity of a parliamentary reform ? 

Why do I afk v^hat jire or what are not 
your doubts ? The Parliament is itfelf both 
Judge and Party. Yes, ftrange to tell! 
Incredible to comprehenfion ! When this 
petition was debated in the Houfe of Com* 
mons, of three hundred and twenty-three 
members prefent, only forty-one had the 
virtue to vote in its favour ! To whom then 
(an the m«a who difcover the mifchiefs 
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that impend appeal, but to the people ? to 
the general undcrftanding ? Till the tide- of 
public opinion fhall become irrefiftible, 
what probability is there that fuch a Houfe 
will reform itfelf ? 

The petition I have cited was prcfented 
on the 6th of May, 1 793 ; the Friends of 
the People who prefented it met on the 
25th of the fame month, and in a refolu- 
tion which they publifhed with their peti- 
tion there is the following paflage: 

** It is not (fay they) a circumflance of 
** little moment, to the caufe of reform, 
^ that a petition, ftating to the Houfe of 
•• Commons itfelf fuch fads and fuch ar- 
** guments, with a dired offer on the part 
** of the petitioners to eftablifh every one 
•* of their allegations by fufEcient evidence, 
" fhould be received without difpute, and 
*' recorded for ever on the Votes and Jour- 
•* nals of the Houfe. No objedion was 
" made to the form or terms of the peti- 
" tion j no part of its contents was denied, 
f^ or even queftioned ; the motion to bring 
^ up the petition 'was not oppofed by any 
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^ man j the Houfe heard it diftinftly reacl } 
fhey ordered it to lie on their table, and^ 
after a debate of two days, refufed to 
•* appoint a Committee to take it into con- 
" fideration." 

Such, Gentlemen, was the language of 
thefe honqft petitioners. 

Did the confcious reditude of the Houfe 
Ijpurn at this open attack on its purity ? Did 
it endeavour to anfwer charges, that thus 
proclaimed it corrupt to the very core? 
Was there any man bold enough to aflert 
the petitioners were traitors? Gentlemen, 
I repeat, the Parliament, that could receive, 
liftert to, and treat, fuch a petition in fuch 
a manner, is all but incapable of felf refor- 
mation. Yet to be aware of this is the firft 
ftep to treafon ; to endeavour to learn whe- 
ther the nation be or be not delirous that 
fuch a parliament fiiould be reformed is more 

# 

treafon; to declare, after inquiring, ihat 
there is not fufEcient proof, at prefent, that 
fuch a defire does adually exift in the na- 
tion is triple treafon ; to refolve that it were 
to be wiflied that the nation (hould Yo de- 
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fire is treafon fourfold ; and farther to' deter^ 
mine that, as foon as this defire can by 
jieaceable means be produced, aud not 
foonef, virtuous individuals will then co- 
operate with the nation, becaufe that theri 
parliament. cannot refufe its attention, is 
the Very climax of treafon ! If this be de- 
nied, why am I here ? For a perception of 
the grofs abufes I have noticed, and an at- 
tempt at reform by thefe adual gradations^ 
are the fum ^nd funirnit cf my treafon, 

Recolleft, Gentlemen, the barefaced pro- 
fligacy with which the traflSck for Boroughs 
is carried on in the open face of day. This 
trafEck is reduced to a fyftem ; and the traf- 
fickers have long fince received the appro- 
priate name of Borough Mongers. Yoii 
cannot be ignorant. Gentlemen^ that, at 
k general eledion^ thefe convenient dealers 
propofe their ware wholefalcj to Govern- 
ment, at al lefs price than it would produce 
' if brought into the public market ? And 
'Why ? By this mode they avoid the fatigue 
of conteft, fhun the danger of profecution 
for bribery, and, which is jan infinitely 
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more hazardous peril, prevent the intro- 
du£tion of thofe reftlefs reformers into par- 
liament, who, Were they admitted, would 
endanger the craft. Great is Diana of the 
Ephefians ! 

The language of our fpotlefs reprefenta- 
tives is as ihconfiftent as their conduft is de- 
praved. At one ti-me, while every man out 
of the houfe is publicly talking of the fale of 
boroughs, no man in the houfe is permitted 
to hint at the poffibility of any individual 
member being capable of fuch corrupt prac- 
tices ; or having entered thofe facred walls 
by means fo nefarious. At another, they are 
themfelves prompted, I will not inquire by 
what motive, to fpeak cut, and " tell the fe- 
crets of the prifon-houfe.'* Too delicate to 
point at individuals, they attack the whole. 
Thus, for example, Mr, Pitt has made three 
efforts in Parliament to introduce a reform. 
What was his language to our fpotlefs repre- 
fentatives themfelves, in the very laft of thefe 
attempts ? Thefe were his words — *^ To 
** conquer the corruption that exifted in the 
/*' decayed boroughs he believed gentlemen 
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** would acknowledge to be impoffible. The 
" temptation were too great for poverty to 
refift ; and the confequence of this cor- 
ruption was fo vifiblc that fome plan of 
*^ reform in the boroughs had clearly be- 
*' come abfolutely neceflary/* — Again.— 
" Could it not be proved that, in this coun- 
*^ try, eftates fo Situated as to command an 
influence in a decayed or depopulated bo- 
rough, and to have the power of returning 
*' two members to parliament, fold for morq 
money than they would have done if fitu- 
ated in any other place ? However luxu- 
riant the foil might be, however produdlive 
^* its harvefts, unlefs its harvefts could occa- 
** fionally produce a couple of members its 
** intrinfic value was lefs." — Thefe are Mr, 
Pitt's words ! 

Gentlemen, I know not what your feel- 
ings may be, but I own I cannot read a paf- 
fage like this, in which cqrruption that ftrikes 
at the very exiftence of civilized fociety is 
treated with the wantonnefs of wit, without 
ihuddering through all my frame ! And 
how does this fenfation rife into horror, 
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when I further recolledl that this Mr. Pitt, 
the man who thus proclaimed the depravi- 
ties of the houfe to the houfe itfelf and to 
the whole world, is now the man who is 
labouring, with the colledlive mafs of that 
corrupt power whigh he once fo unfparingly 
expofed, to dye his hands in the blood of 
thofe who dare to imitate his example ? 

What was the leading propofition in this 
laft plan of Mr. Pitt for reform ? It was, 
in his own precife words, — " to recommend 
** to the Houfe the eftablifhment of a fund, 
** for the purpofe of purchaling the franchifes 
** of fuch boroughs as would fell. He 
** knew," he faid (fatirically addrefling him- 
felf to our uncontaminated parliament, as if 
fearful of wounding its confcientious fen- 
fibility), " he knew there was a fort of 
" fqueamifh and maiden coynefs about the 
** houfe, in mentioning this fubje£l. They 
*' were not very ready to talk, in that houfe, 
" on what at the fame time it was pretty 
*' well underftood, out of doors, they had 
" no great objedtion la j namely, to nego- 
•' tiate the purchafe and the fale of feats.'* 

With 
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W^th what countenance can Mr. Pitt, 
after this, meet the men for whofe blood he 
has fo eagerly fought ? There is but one 
odious anfwer : he is a Prime Minifter. 

What degree of prafcice is neceflary for 
thefe our felf-approving rcprcfentatives, in 
the didlatorial tone of aflumed virtue, to de- 
claim on the purity of their coUedive body; 
and, if any man unprotefted by their facred 
walls fhall dare to queilion the honour of 
that houf<^, tax its integrity, or impeach its 
proceedings, overwhelm him with all their 
vengeance ? 

And how does this integrity exhibit it- 
felf ? By a public avowal of the flagitious 
traffick. In the advertifements for the fale of 
eftates, with what induflrious art is it ind- 
nuated, fo as not to be mifunder flood, that 
there is this or that borough-intereft put up 
for barter ! 

The Borough of Gatton, within thefe two 
years, was publicly advertifed for fale by 
audion. Obferve, Gentlemen, not fold for 
z fmgle parliament ; but the fee finjple of 
the Borough, with the power of nominating 
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the two Reprefentatives for ever. On the 
day of fale, the celebrated audlioneer fcarcely 
noticed the value of the eftate. The rental, 
the manfion, the views, the woods and wa^ 
ters, were unworthy regard, compared to 
what he called an elegant contingency I Yes,^ 
Gentlemen, the right of nominating two 
members to Parliament, without the em- 
barraffment of voters, was an elegant continr 
gency I *' Need I tell you, Gentlemen,'' 
faid he, glancing round the room with in-? 
cfFable felf-fatisfa(flion, and exulting it^ 
what he called " the jewel, the unique, 
** which was under his hammer ; need I 
*• tell you. Gentlemen, that this elegant con- 
^ tingency is the only infallible fource of 
** fortune, titles, and honours, in this hap- 
** py country ? That it leads to the higheft 
^ (ituations in the State? And that, mean- 
^' dering through the tempting finuofities 
" of ambition, the purchafer will find the 
*S margin ftrewed with rofes, and hid head 
quickly crowned with thofe precious gar- 
lands that flourifh in full vigour round the 
f* fountain of honoijr ? On this halcyon-fta, 

"if 



4C 

C€ 



[ 39 ] 

^ if any Gentleman who has made hi« for- 
•* tune in either of the Indies chufes oiice 
** more to embark, he may repofe in f -- 
^* feiS quiet. No hurricanes to dread j no ] 
** tempeftuous paffions to allay ; no tor- 
*^ menting claims of infolent elediors to 
** evade ; no tinkers' wives to kifs ; no im- 
*' poffible promifes to make ; none of the 
" toilfome and not very clean paths of oan- 
** vaflirig to drudge through : but, his mind 
** at eafe-and his confcience clear, with this 
^^ elegant contingency in his pocket, the 
*' honours of the ftate await his pluck- 
*' ing, and with its emoluments his purfe 
" Will overflow," 

Such was the meretricious oratory 
which, a few. months ago, was thought a 
decent veil, under which Vice might ex- 
hibit her hideous form in all the lafcivious 
wantonnefs of ambiguity. But we ad- 
vance with hafty ftrides, and the hypocrify 
of decorum is no longer thought necel^ 
fary. The flimfy malk is fo worn to tat- 
ters that its very owners are afhamed of the 
vile difguife, and begin to fpeak in plain 
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terms — la the Times, Saturday O&obef 
J 8th, was the following paragraph — ^^Coun-* 
^' fellor Baldwin, Secretary to the Duke of 
" Portland, is to be ele<3:ed fpr the Borough 
*' of Malton, in the gift of Earl FitzwiU 
** liam" — Obferve, Gentlemen, in the gift I 

Do you want more proof? You fliall 
have it: public avowed proof, given un> 
der the hand of a Peet ! In the Salifbury 
and Winchefter Journal, Monday October 
6th, may be found the following incredir 
bly honeft document. 

* On Tuefday laft, the 30th September, 
^ the annual Mayor's Feaft at Weftbury 

* was held, when an elegant and fump- 

* tuous eptertainment was provided j at 

* lihich, in addition to the numerous and 

* very refpeftable attendance of the Gen- 

* tlemen of the Borough and neighbourhood, 

* the Earl pf Abingdon and Mr. Eftwick, 
^ one of the members, were prefent. Af- 

* ter dinner many loyal and conftitutional 
toads were drank; fuch as — The King 
^ and Conjiitution — The ^een and alt the 

* Royal Family — Succefs to his Majejlys arms, 

* both 
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* botlfhy fea and land; ^c^ Gfr, and then, 

* the health of the Earl of Ahi/igdon being 

* given, his Lordfhip rofe' and addrefled the 

* company in a fpeech, a copy of which 
^ being requefted and obtained from his 
^ Lordfhip, is as follows, 

^' Gentlemen, 
*• Whilft I rife to return you my bcft 
*' thanks for the honour you have done 
^* me, in drinking my health with fo much 
*' approbation, I hope you will not think 
^' it a piece of vanity in me if I fliould flat- 
^' ter myfelf that my condudl, toward the 
" Borough of Weftbury, has in fome dc- 
^* gree at leaft rendered me not undeferving 
^* your favour ; for, gentlemen, let me tell 
^' you (what I tfuft, however, you are not 
** unacquainted with) that, although by the 
^* Conjlttution of the Country and the Laws 
'* of the land, I have an inter ejl in the reprc- 
" fentation of this Borough for returning 
" the members who arc to fervc in Parlia- 
^ ment, I have never made ufe of that io* 
** tereft in any way whatever for my own 
^^ advantage ; but always in fuch manner 
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*• as T thought would be moft and beft for 
/* the fecurity of your Rights and Uberties I 
?ind for the benefit of the public at large. 
Other men poflefled of fuch an intereft 
might have converted it, as we know^ to 
" their own ambition as well as to their 
^* private emolument— I have done nei- 
** ther ; but on the contrary no member 
*' has ever been fuffered to be at one fliiU 
** ling expence for his eledtion ; hav- 
*' ing cheerfully borne that expepce my* 
" felf, in order to render them more true 
** to their truft. That I have been deceived 
" in fome of the members is true ; but this 

** is their fault, and not mine : in others I 

. . ^ 
^' have, thank God, had the fatisfa^ion of 

*• knowing that / have not beei} deceived ^^ 

^' particularly in one who is now prefent. 

^' I mean my friend Mr. Eftwick ; who, 

•* having invariably made the Coaftitution 

•* of the Country the law of his Parliam.en-» 

•• tary conduft, as be has merited fo I am 

perfuaded he will continue to deferve the 

fufFrage qf the Bbwugh of Weftbury j 

" apd, having faid this, let me now give 
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>* you a toaft. Gentlemen — Profperity to the 
^^ free ! independent ! and incorrupt I Bo^ 
^ rough ofWefibury.^^ 

Gentlemen of the Jury, what fhall we 
fay ? Is this England ? Do we really fee 
the fun ? Does its light ftiine upon us ? 

Let me however be well underftood ; 
It is not againft the Earl of Abingdon that 
I would infinuate the moft diftant blame. 
He it is true nominates, obferve. Gentle- 
men, nominates, the two members for 
Weftbury : but his perfuafion evidently 
is that this fyftem of reprefentation is vir- 
tuous ! and, granting this ftrange fuppofi- 
tion, his mode of ading and fincerity in 
fpeaking are what every honeft heart muft 
applaud. No ! It is the fyftem itfelf, it is 
the ftage of audacious corruption, it is the 
ppen infamy at which it is arrived, that 
^ftonifti and confound ! 

Nq man yet has been able to calculate 
either the political or moral confequences 
pf this fyftem : they are beyond the pow- 
lers oif calculation. Of fnch however as I 

have at prefent any definite perception I 

• » 

will 



■ < 



C 44 ] 

win endeavour to give you a feeble ab- 
ftraft. 

And here I muft requeft you conftandy 
to recolle£t, that, one hundred and fixty- 
two perfons return a decided majority of 
ninety-one in the reprefentation of England 
and Wales only.^ Can you, Gentlemen, 
can the nation be acquainted with this, and 
remain ignorant that the real government 
of the country is in the pofleffion of one 
hundred and fixty-two perfons ? At pre- 
fent, thefe perfons, or an efficient number 
of them, are bought by what is called the 
executive government ; but, as their power 
is abfolute, their price is enormous. To 
pay this price an enormous eftabliftiment is 
inevitable : for thefe hundred and fixty-two 
perfon$ are a fpecies of petty Princes ; who 
each has his retainers, his train of depen- 
dents, his agents, without whofe influence 
and aid his own power would be null j and 
for all thefe provMion muft be made. Of 
all others the pool of corruption is the moft 
prolific : agency begets agency, till the 
noxious brood infe£ts every office^ every 

6 department, 
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department, every ftation of life. From the 
peer to the excifcraan, from the prime mi- 
nifter to the parifh beadle, agents, depen- 
dents, creatures, and the creatures of crea- 
tures are every where fwarming. The in^ 
creafc of them is inceflant ; and the machine 
becomes fo complicated, 'fo mifchievous in 
its a(fiion, and fo hopelefs of repair, that 
tven thofe who think themfelves mod be- 
nefited by its vices glance at it with terror, 
and are panic-ftruck at the pidure. 

Gentlemen, this is a ftate that is impofli- 
ble to be durable. It will foon be found 
that carrion fuflScient for the kennel cannot 
be procured : and the pack will then devour 
their keepers ; if not prevented by another 
confequence, which I am about to ftate. 

One hundred and fixty-two perfons re- 
turn a decided majority to the Houfe of 
Commons. Gentlemen, it is the want of 
organization, only, that pre vents^ thefe hun- 
dred and fixty-two perfons from openly 
feizing the power of which they pofTefs the 
reality : and, fhould the prefent fyftem con- 
tinue, this organization muft inevitably fol- 
low J 
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low ; and thefe perfons, who have already 
feized the legiflative, will as inevitably pof- 
fefs themfelves of the executive govern- 
ment. 

Gentlemen, if I underftand the intentions 
of government at prefent, they are wholly 
bent oh keeping things as they are. But 
they are attempting an impoflibility. We 
know of nothing that is not fubje<9: ta 
change ; and the only alternative we have 
18 to better or worfe. If we dare look at 
fads, and are not entirely blinded by our 
prejudi(;es, we fhall confefs that the changes 
with which the prefent fyftem is pregnant 
have a general tendency to the worfe : and 
it appears to me to require no great depth of 
political fagacity to foretell that, if wc per- 
fiR, in rejeSing reform, or in other words a 
change for the better, one of thefe confe- 
quences muft follow. Either the hundred 
and fixty-two Peers and Commoners, who 
now poffefs the reality of gavernmcnl, will 
difcover their colledive ftrength, and orga- 
nize it to the deftruftion of the prefent 
fydem : or^ ihould thofe contentions that 

have 
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have hitherto divided them dill condnue, a 
degree of comiptioa and taxation muft re- 
fult, that would end in defpotifm : or, which 
is infinitely the mod probable, and againft 
, which I fincerely believe our prefent mifta* 
ken rulers wifh to guard, did they but 
know how, the people will become fo indig* 
nant, by the evils they will feel, and which 
are too grofs entirely to efcape the grofleft ig- 
norance, that they will burft into that wild 
riot and favage fury in which, by fimilar 
caufes, the people of France have fo lately 
been plunged. 

Gentlemen, I repeat, change there muft 
be; for the better, or the worfe. Yet the 
word innovation is continually bewildering 
our underflandings. And what is this 
phantom, Innovation, with which we 
have been haunted till our fears have entire- 
ly overwhelmed our difcernment ? Is there 
any man fo blind as not to know that inno* 
vation is inevitable ? Why do our Statute- 
books annually fwell with innovation ? 
Judge Blackftone tells us that thefe 
books contained, when he wrote, one 
hundred and fixty (latutes; the penalty 
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of which was death, without benefit ol 
clergy. Judge Blackftone wrote in thd 
year 1765 ; and in the indignation of hU 
heart called it a dreadful lift ; which, inftead 
of diminiftiing, increafed the number of of-*, 
fenders : yet the undeviating pradtice of 
the Houfe of Commons is almoft annually to' 
multiply the number of penal ftatutes which 
inflid: this horrid and moft iniquitous 
puniftiment of death. Is not this innova-* 
tion ? What ! we may be allowed to hang 
each other, as frequently as we pleafe ? But 
to attempt to correfl: our abufes is tre^fon i 
And treafon again demands capital punifh- 
ment ! Nay, to put the matter in a ftill more 
fliocking point of view, we thus are taught 
that our wife and humane reprefentatives 
will pafs a(3: after ad:, to take away the for- 
tunes, liberties, and lives of their conftitu- 
cjats ; but not one to corred that abominable 
corruption for which, if men could deferve 
hanging, — No, no : I will not finifli my 
fentence. Men cannot deferve death. 
They deferve our aid, our inftrudion, our 
love. And, if fo, muft not humanity blufh 
at the fanguinary pages, which thefe im- 
peccable 
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peccable legiHatars, each time they mee^^ 
consult how thf y may tender more fan-^ 
guinary ? 

Gentlemen, thefe Commons vote taxes ; 
tbeCe ComimoQs vote eiccife laws ; thefe 
Commons vote lottery-bills; thefe Com-« 
mons vote ft&tutes to hang you ; and t^efe 
C!ommons vote armies^ to carry the whole 
of their votes into execution. Your fafety^ 
your liberty, your lives are not in your 
own keeping ; but in the keeping of aa 
Oligarchy of oae hundred and iixty-two 
peers and eomm^ners* All that is dear td 
you does not depei^d on that juflice which 
is the emanation and the pride of teafoa j 
but it depends on Yes and No t and to 
deny that Yes and No are argument^ juf-^ 
tice, and happiiieis, is Treafoii. 

The difficulty of taifmg fupplies, m or- 
der to drag heavily forward the Unwieldy 
ark) which cracks in every joint and 
threatens d^flrudion to ihamelefs vice that 
dances naked around it, I iay^ this dHH-^ 
ealty ia^fo great that means which ate at 
mnce the moft ofienfive to the feelings of 
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the people, and the moft pernicious to thor 
raorak, are inevitably adopted. What is 
more execrated, or more execrable, than a 
lottery-bill ? which annually receives the 
folemn fandion of King, Lords, and Com* 
mons, for tradefmen to cheat their credi- 
tors, fervants and apprentices to rob their ^ 
maftets, children to pilfer their parents, 
the poor to pawn the very rags -that con-* 
ceal thdr.nakednefs, and the whole nation 
to gamble with the exprefs encouragement 
of law ! Gentleman, this is an adl of fuch 
incredible error, that, though we know it 
to be true, we are tempted to doubt if it 
can exifl ! What ! King, Lords, and Com- 
mons join in folemnly enading a law, that 
authorizes and ftimulates to fuch innume- 
rable vices? King, Lords, and Commons do 
this ! It is falfe ! No man wHl believe it ! 
No man dare affert it ! It were a million of 
treafons to imagine them guilty of miftakes 
fo palpable and fo pernicious I Gentlem€% 
my heart aches, it bleeds, and has bled in 
fccret ten thoufand times, at the dreadful 
recolkdion !; Does it require the gift o£ 

prophecy 
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prophecy to foretell that the political con- 
fequeaces of fuch a fyftem of political 910- 
r^ity mud be fecial deftru(2ion ?» The re-- 
medy is at hand ; gentle, gradual, and 
peaceful reforoDu But they will neither 
take nor adminifter the neceflary medicine. 
No : to offer them the fanative draught is 
Treafon ! 

Gentlemen, 1 am here upon life and 
death. This is no time for me to foften 
down Truth till it aflume the guife of 
Falfehood ; and, if it be, I will not accept 
of Hfe upon fuch terms. I pity the mif* 
takes of men, and, I have already declared 
it to be my creed that the worft of crime 
is but error of the underftanding : yet I 
own myfelf utterly aftonifhed, at the in« 
coniiftency of thofe men who were them- 
felves the boldeft inquirers, in the year 
1 783, into the crying abufes that threaten 
the ftatc with ruin ; and who, in the year 
1 794, could inilitute a profecutlon againfl 
an individual of my principles for High 
Treafon ! But vain is the warning voice j 
though one fhould rife from the dead, they 

E 2 will 



^\ 



t 5* J 

will not be perfuaded : Yet again and again 
I will exclaim to them. Beware of the 
hundred and ftxty-two! Beware of the 
Oligarchy ! Beware of iron-handed Defpo- 
tifm ! Beware of gore - ftreaming Civil 
War! Hav« pity on the people, have pity 
on yourfelves, and REFORM! And, if 
this be treafon, welcome DEATH ! I anl 
ready. 

Well! I am a traitor; and I confpirc 
with other traitors, who meditate plans of 
reform. 

Oh could this traitor but detail the fear^ 
ful fads, could he itideed roufc you to a 
fenfe of the mifchief that our political er- 
rors engender, and which are fo fatally fa- 
miliarized to us that even while they arc 
feen they are not obferved, there is not a 
man that hears him who would not in- 
ftantly exclaim, as I do. Reform ! Reform ! 
Reform ! But, I feel my powers wholly 
unequal to the effort. 

And yet, ftrange to think ! we datly fee 
public fenfibility fo morbid, to national and 
to general happinefs, a? to teftify diflatiP* 
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fa&ion for the waat of news, if foaie 
dreadful battle have not been fought, fomc 
miierable city laid in ruins, fome province 
inundated, or fome country not fuffering 
all the horrors of famine : a»di all thefe 
horrors created by the deftrudive errors of 
Prime Mihiilers, Lords, and Commons, 
Oh ! welcome death, indeed, when I (hall 
behold this, and not dare to proclaim the 
vice ! or when I fliall tremble to pronounce 
Famine, Prime Mini(ler% Lords and Com*- 
mons in the fame breath. Shauld they be 
offended^ my anfwer is ready: REFORM! 
Hang draw and quarter me, if you pleafe ; 
but Reform! 

An Emprefs, but lately, femherhlood- 
drenched hell hounds ^ to mafTacre thirty 
thoufand defencelefs perfoas^ in the city of 
Ifmael ! An Emprefs ! The dreadful tale 
was ilated in our daily papers as a com«- 
TOon occurrence, and read with infinitely 
lef^ emotion than would have been excited 
by a paragraph of a fingle domeftic mur^ 
der^ With this £mprefs, who had mad^ 
treaties in the name of the Holy Trinity 
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with the Poles, oui; minifters alfo made 
treaties ; and in the name of the Holy Tri- 
nity. To more treaties, with more Impc* 
rial Majefties, Kings, Potentates, and Prin-? 
ces who had human butchers ready trained 
to flaughter human beings,, and bring them 
to the fhambles of Ariftocratical, Princely, 
and Imperial vengeance, the name of the 
Holy . Trinity was again and again invo- 
ked* The treaties were made, and the 
dogs of war unleafhed. Rape, fire, and 
fword were . infufficient ; red^^hot balls 
too lenient: fraud, forgery, and famine, 
inufl: fwell the hell-born troop* Swind*- 
ling fraud, and wholefale forgery muft 
combine, under the fani^ion of treaties 
proclaimed in the name of the Holy Tri- 
nity. Famine, Oh God ! Oh God ! De- 
vouring famine muft haften, in the name 
of the Holy Jrinity, to vthe deftru<aion 
of twenty- five millions of men ! And Ihall 
this Ifmael Heroine, this thirty thoufand 
fouled . Emprefs, ihall thefe Holy Trinity 
.Primef Minifters, fliall thefe fraud, forgery, 
and iFf amine;, Potentates not hear of their 
i . ' horrors? 
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horrors ? Will a nation, thus implicated in 
thffe infamous tranfa£tions, know thefe 
thiags and be lilent ? Or fhould they, have 
not twenty-five millions of men one 
tongue among them, to publifh the black 
narrativjc? 

To whom do thefe twenty-five millions 
of men attribute the murders of the guillo*- 
tine, the mafiacres of Lyons, the devaf-. 
tations of La Vendee, and the unheard 
of miferies to which France for thefe two 
years has been a witnefs ; and to all of 
which, wonderful to relate, fhe is rifing fu- 
perior ? To whom but to Brunfwick, Pitt, 
ahd Cobourg ? Names held there in more 
univerfal abhorrence than ever were thofe. 
of Caligula and Nero. 

Gentlemen, I know not how to make 
myfielf underftood. While feeking to 
bring to your recdkdfcion the iniquities 
that error begets, I feel mf felf ufing the 
language to which the paifions, the miieries, 
and the miilakes of men have given birth. 
I may leem to fofter a malignity againft 
individuals, of which I do mofl folemnly^ 
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proteft I am not confcious in my heart. 
May the greateft good that can befall 
man fuddenly be theirs ! May they awa-^' 
ken to a fenfe of the ruin they have occa- 
lioned, and be freed from thofe errors of 
the underftanding which have b^en the 
origin of all their crimes! This is all the 
harm I either do or ever can wifli to man; 
and may this harm, if it be harm, be mine!* 
I plead to convince you of the iieeeffity of 
reform, and of the deep and everlafting 
impreflton which this ncceflity has made * 
upon my mind. Yes, gentlemen, if to en-^ 
deayour at reforni be treafon, pronounce 
me guilty at once. Sweep fuch a mifta- 
]cen wretch from the face of the earth, and 
let him vex the world, no more ; for while 
I^ live and while I can difcovcr error^ I 
muft.and will warn mankind to reform. 

Some few of the political and moral con^: 
fequences pf our. parllami^tary depravity I 
have enumerated : but: who can enumerate 
them all ? ** I have bought you, and I vJriU 
^^ fell you,'' is the proverbial language of 
pur immaciilate meio^bers;. Pyt the queiV 
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tion home to your confciences, gentlemen : 
what can be the morality of thefe buyers I 
What the morality of the bought ? What 
fenfe of moral dignity, what degree of ho* 
Reft determined (inccrity, what quantity of 
difmterefted reditude, can either poCTefs? 
Thefe reprefentatives are inceflantly bufie4 
in making laws : nor is there a ftatute that 
they paTs in which the happinefs of the na^ 
tioii is, not moft ferioufly involved. On 
this happinefs their attention ought to be 
unfliakenly fixed ; the good of mankind 
their uniform and fole motive. Afk your** 
felves, gentlemen, is this the purpofe, can 
this be the motive, of men who accept 
their feats on the vile condition of voting 
as their patron ihall pleafe ; who enter the 
houfe without having confidered any quef- 
tion, yet pre-determined to decide on all? 
Are fuch men the moral mongers of the 
nation ? 

What are the effeds produced by the 
inftitutes of which men are at prefent fo 

tenacious ? Why, thefe inftitutes confine the 

» 

poor to continual labour j by which they 
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arc wholly deprived of leifure. Thcfc in- 
ftitutes fix them in a degree of want, that 
precludes them the benefit of common ne- 
eeflaries. Thefe inftitutes impel them to 
feek relief from their mifcries in that for* 
getfulnefs which inebriety promotes. Thefe 
inftitutes ftimulate them to pilfer^ by rob* 
bing them of the enjoyments in wiiich their 
lawgivers riot. Thefe inftitutes teach them 
felfiflmefs, by convincing them that, if they 
do not hoard, they muft ftarve, Thefe in- 
ftitutes inculcate and habituate them to re^ 
venge, by inflicting puniftiment and vio- 
lencci as the only mode which thefe infti^^ 
tutcs know of correfting miftake. 

It has often been affirmed that the poor 
are incorrigible. Gentlemen, there is a 
melancholy and heart-rending truth lurking 
under this, in other refpeds, abominable af^ 
fertion. There is no law of mind which 
renders a poor man lefs capable of virtue 
than a rich : nor, indeed, are his vices half 
fo numerous, or half fo odious. No ; it is 
not a law of mind j but if I may be allowed 
the figure, it is the law of no mind j the law 

of 
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©f ignorance ; V7hich is impofed upon ths 
poor by the labour and the wretchednefs to 
which they are reduced. 

Gentlemen, the mifchiefs of poverty are, 
not that it deprives the poor of the trap^ 
pings and fooleries of the luxurious rich ; 
l^ut, that it robs th<2m of thpir time, as well 
as of the means of acquiring knowledge*. 
It is knowledge alone that can render thft 
lieart beneficent, the head contprehenfive^i 
and the whole man wife and virtuous. To 
rob man of knowledge is to be guilty of the 

. worft of crimes ; and of this crime I boldly 
accufe our lawgivers, our non-reforming re- 
prefentatives, our pligarchjical oii§ hun(lre4 
and fixty-t\yOf 

And well it i$ that I am fpealdng 
lipre, in this open court, where I have 
too ijiany hparers, and tpp Jioneft, to 
admit of mifinterpretatioo ; for, were I ad« 
dreffing myfelf in a fmall room, to eight or 
ten perfons, with but half the freedom and 
the energy which here arp virtue, it would 

, there be treafon. One of the ten would be 

a fpy and an jnformcr ; who would ^Iter 

apd tranfpofe and clip and c^irve my fen* 
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fences, to fit the treafonable model his em-^ 
players had provided. Thus, fhould I hap-» 
pen to mention that forty of the Tower 
guards had one day marched to the tunes 
of Ca ira and La Carmagnole, he would 
forget what was convenient for a fpy not 
to remember ; and, ufing my own words 
arranged after his own ingenious method, 
afid with as little interpolation as can be ex- 
pected from a fpy, would fwear that I and 
forty Carmagnoles were to march to the tune 
of Cftira and guard theTower. Yes ;he would 
fwear thefe were my very words: and his con- 
fcieoce would exult in the literal honefty of 
its eunning. Such would certainly be my 
danger, were I unconfcioufly in the com- 
pan7 of thefe documented and drefled up 
gentlemen, whom no man now knows how 
to avoid. Nay I will not affirm that even 
this High Court at this moment is not con- 
taminated by their prefence. Miferable fyf- 
tem, which cannot exift without fuch fup- 
porters f And tenfold miferable, when it 
has arrived at that degree of open infamy 
^B to induce a tribimal of juflice to fereed 

its 
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its promoter^) under the pretence tHatflatf 
iecrets are act to be divulged. 

Gentlemen, I pretend to no fupernatural 
powers } I am neither prieft nor prophet, 
Levite nor Rcevite ; yet this I dare venture 
to foretell, that, when we haVe reform, we 
ihall not have fpies* What a Hate of ex« 
iftence is that in which brother fufped}:s 
brother, fervants are bribed to betray their 
mafters, and afTociations are planned in 
every parilh for the avowed purpofe of pay-» 
ing fpies and informers ! I would not, it is 
true, be guilty of treafon or of fuicide to rid 
myfelf of fuch wretches ; but, rather than 
walk the ftrects in fear of them, rather than 
dread they fhonld haunt me in cofFee-houfes, 
glide before me into all pidblic places, and 
even ftart up by my own fire-lide to appal 
rae, I would fufier all that their employers 
and paymaftefs, Prim« Minifters, Lords, 
Commons, AfTociators, and Reevites, could 
inflia. 

Gentlemen, I feem ta myfelf to have 
ftrangely debafed the :d|gmty .of my fubjedt, 
even thougfr diat fnhjed be tfie corruption 
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of psirliainenty by thus dipping ioto k§ 
very dregs; but, when we recoiled the 
poifou that thefe dregs engender^ poifoa 
* which envenoms the whole ftate of fqcial 
exiftencei infufes itfelf into every hearty and 
there broods fufpicion, hatred, P^^ry, and 
rancour only fit for fiends, it then may 
furely help to fix more deeply in your me- 
mory the neceflity of peaceful reform ; and 
a conviction that the man, who could fee 
only the few mifchiefs I have detailed, wa& 
not guilty of treafon, when he endeavoured 
to procure that reform without which de-; 
ftrudion muft overtake us alL 

Examine the moral confequences of your 
Excife laws. The fecurity in which redli- 
tude indulges is lofti among thofe who 
ate fubjedt to thern^ Sufpicion, a defire of 
furtive concealment, hypocrily, cunning, 
aind perjury become their inmates* We 
fcarcely find ah inftance in which thefe per-^ 
fons do not openly, proclaim their hatred of 
that government which has rendered them 
fubje£t to fo much opprefOon. 
What are the perfon9 who imfiediately fee 

thefe 
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thefe laws carried into execution ? Are they 
not men iligmatized and obnoxious to com- 
munity ? And how does the law treat them ? 
It allows them a poor flipend, and commits 
to them a dangerous and a tempting truft. 
It ftiraulates them to break their oaths, rob 
their employer, forfeit their charad6r, add 
in every refpe<9: r.ender themfelves the con- 
tempt of fociety. Yet thefe are compara- 
tively petty evils : the Excife Laws muft 
be encouraged, no matter at what expence 
of public morality ; and all the vices which 
the brawls, obfcenity, and filth of gin (hops 
can breed , muft not only be endured but 
promoted. 

Thefe Excife Laws are /welled to a 
monftrous bulk. In general, they are parts 
and parcels of other adts, in the body of 
which they arc inferted, and lie fo fcattered 
through the flatutes at large that the com- 
miffionersof government have found it ex- 
pedient to colUQ. them, and to add a copi- 
ous index. I never faw the book ; it is a 
treafure refel^ed only for the initiateti.: fot 
Commiffioners, or men high in office in 

the 
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(he Excife. It is printed for tlieit' life, a£ 
the expence of goverment ; and etery offi-, 
cer, entnifted with a copy, is obliged to 
give a bond of two hundred pounds to re* 
turn the book, when demanded. It con- 
tains all the parts of a plan which the con- 
trivers of it dread fhould be infpe£led. 
The trader, who is fubje<fl to thefe laws^ 
may fearth the ftatutes at large ; and difco- 
ver how he may pay due obedience to 
them, if he can. The Philofopher, a ftill 
more noxious animal to a ftatcfman, may 
wade thrcAigh the mire of thefe ftatutes at 
large, and wafte a life in ireading ads of 
parliament, that he may make thofe e!ttra£U 
froin each a£t which relate to the Excife, 
the mifchiefs of which it is his duty and 
/its defire to make public. But fo it is. 
(j-ovemmtnt, in all cafes, fcems to place its 
fecurity in the ignorance of the governed ; 
and thefe is no creature that it hates fo 
much or flies with fuch antipathy ataid panic 
terror ^s from aa enquirer. He will dcitSt 
its 6rrots: and its errors and its exiftence 
«re Aippofed, by itfelf, to be fo interwoven 
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as inevitably to Uyc and die together. If 
it did not fo fuppofc, the queftion of the li- 
berty of the Prefs could never have been 
ilartedy men of enquiry could not have 
been nicknamed in order to be hunted 
down, and an advocate of peaceful reform 
could not have ftood at this bar, arr^gned 
for High Treafon. 

How can I quit this fubjed, this necef^ 
lity of reform? Imagination conjures up 
the pidlure of a general cleftion, when the 
whole kingdom afibrds a tumultuous fcene 
of depravity (uch as every friend of man 
flirinks from vnth anguifli ! Impelled by a 
torrent which he cannot refift, the wife and 
good man yields, and, oh fatal necefiity ! 
becomes an ador in it. But furely. Gen- 
tlemen, it is not Cimmerian darknefs with 
lis ! it Is not total eclipfe ! What ! Can thq 
ivife and good man be a fpe^tor of drunk- 
ennefs, bribery, peijury, bludgeon men^ 
and murder^ and not know they exift? 
Who caii have a full image and conception 
of the feelings of thofe greatj good, and 
noble minded men, who^ from a firm fenfe 
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of duty, andt which may feem more pa- 
radoxical, an unbounded love of the mad 
wretches whom they could not guide, have 
been compelled to be the principal a^lors in 
thefe loathfome and lunatic tragedies ? 

Gentlemen, in vain do I toil to fill up 
a pidure the miferies of which are endlefs. 
1 abandon it in defpair ! I leave it to the 
faithfulnefs of your own memories : I re- 
fign it to the general feelings of mankind. 
Its tendency is too evident for me to fear 
that its mifchievous properties will not daily 
become more and more vifible. The wifh 
at prefent neareft to my heart is that thofe 
who have the power to begin reform may 
fuddcnly have the will ; and that they will 
no longer infult the public, by exercifing 
the worft arts of the worft of times, to 
ftigmatize the friends of the human race 
through the medium pf an accufation for 
high treafon. 

And here, Gentlemen, implicated as I am 
in thefe legal afperities, it is my duty to 
call your attention, now, and the attention 
of mankind, hereafter, to that abominable 

law 
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law record an indidment In language 
the mod virulent, this calumniating inftru- 
ment deforms the fweet afpe£t of a well 
fpent life, and^ by its aflertions, changes 
the fair face of virtue to the black and 
hideous vifage of a fiend. It does not 
inquire if a brother have done wrong ; a 
miftaken brother, whom it benevolently 
intends to benefit j but, burfting into all 
the rage of paflion, it accufes blindfold, 
and defcribes him who had before been 
thought a man of virtue as poffefled by 
vices that would difgrace a demon. It 
pradlifes acknowledged falfehoods, which 
its fabricators call fictions ; and> plunging 
its objedt in a torrent of legal venom, then 
leaves the poor fuffocated wretch to efcapc 
and purify himfelf as he can. 

Feeling, as I did, that I had deferved well 
of my country, knowing how inceflantly 
I had laboured to difcover and, though fre- 
quently erroneous, to pra£life virtue, what 
were my emotions while I liftened to the 
monotonous gabble of fuch an unintelli- 
gible and flanderous jargon ! Di4 I ever, 
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faid I, imagine I (hould live to hear abule 
fo lavirtied on me ? That I fliould be fum- 
moned to hear it, too, in the prefence of 
grave men j who are fo intent upon being 
folcmn that they drefs themfelves in gar-- 
ments fuch as no man ever faw, unlefs at 
plays and puppet-fhews, left they ihould 
forget to adt folemnity well ? 

This indictment fays that thefe falfe 
traitors, I being one, met and ailembled in 
Saint Giles's. I have had numberlefs occa« 
fions to pafs through the precinds of Saint 
Giles, though never to meet traitors there ; 
I have feen the blue balls with which they" 
abound, ftire tokens of vice and wretched- 
nefs ; have remarked the gin-fhops with 
anguifh, and have heard their blafphemies 
with difguft. But Saint Giles himfelf, 
with all his ruffians, makes no fuch ruffian 
attacks, nor in fuch fet and ruffian like 
phrafe, as this grave, ridiculous, and falfe, 
this unintelligibly accurate and definitely 
incomprehcnfible inftrument of jurifpru- 
dence, an indiflment. 

Gentfemcn, I do but recapitulate fads. 
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it is not my fault that fuch is law. I fpeak, 
in the prefence of lawyers : men acknow- 
ledged to be the firft in their profeffion. 
To fome of them I am indebted for an at- 
tempt on my life ; and, what is infinitely 
more precious, my honeft fame, my moral 
exillence, and future utility ; to others for 
the defence of thefe ineftimable bleflings. 
What I have this day had occafion to fay, 
concerning law, I am well aware mufl: 
have excited their mutual amazement ; and 
perhaps their mutual indignation. I wifh 
not to offend ; but I own that I, in my 
turn, am amazed to recoiled that the fads 

V innumerable, of all nations and of all ages, 
and in few fo abundant as in this nation and 
in this age, I fay, I am utterly afionilhed 
that thefe fads can be fo completely for- 
gotten, by the perfons under whofe eye 
and whofe agency they are fo inceffantly 
tranfaded ! What, have they neither hear- 

\ ing fight nor feofe ? Are they fo eager ii^ 
the purfuit of new errors that they have 
not a moment to glance at the pail ? 
Far be it from me to depreciate the indi-p; 
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vidual, I fpeak only of the profeffion. 
As men, they frequently poflcfs the moft 
dignified virtues of man ; as In this conteft 
has been moft eminently proved : aa law- 
yers, they are vvrhat law has made them ; 
as has in this conteft been no Icfs clearly 
demonftrated. 

Gentlemen, fecure in the confcious rec* 
titude of good intention, let me lay bare^ 
my heart to you. Perhaps you think I 
have fpoken with too little reverence of 
antient forms and inftitutions; which, how- 
ever they may fhun the teft of reafon, may 
yet demand refpeft. I know this is tha 
opinion of many : I cannot help it that it 
IS not mine. If I am in an error, I fincerely 
wifh to be better informed : but I confefs 
that, at prefent, I feel no more reverence 
for the trappings of antiquity than I do 
for a fool's cap and bells. I think them 
equally ridiculous and derogatory, Yet, 
while I would gladly prevail on every 
wearer of theni to ftrip himfelf of fuch in- 
iignia of vice and folly, I would not move 
%, fingjer jn the way of force to wreft them 
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from the charaders whom I think they 
difgrace. No ; till we can perluade their 
fond owners to tear them away with their 
own hands, there let them remain. It is 
a mod facred duty to proclaim the folly ; 
but it is a duty ftill more facred, if poflible, 
not to perfecute the fool. Let thofe who 
think that by-words, weafel fkins, the 
entrails of worms, and the white and yel- 
low dirt of Peru can dignify the human 
character continue fo to think, till inftruc- 
tion can cure them of their error : for my 
own part, I cannot refpeA abfurdity ; but 
I fhould be a vicious and a dangerous mai^ 
could I attempt to offer it violence. I know 
that ^U this is no part of the creed of my 
accufers. I know that, in their code, it is 
high treafon. If you, Gendemen, think it 
fo, if you can difcover any intention in 
me to excite infurredion, civil war, and 
to deppfe the King and put him to death, 
let me fuffer all the horrors which the law 
has decreed againft traitors : for, till I am 
convinced, I will not recant one fyllable. 
Gentlemen of the Jury : , thus far I havQ 
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been pleading as if there had been in my 
cafe, as there is always fuppofed to be, fome 
ground of charge, fome colour of fufpicion, 
fome fpecific accufation and forth-coming 
accufers, to induce the authors of this pro-? 
fecution to bring me into the horrid predi- 
cament in which I ftand : that of being pro* 
claimed a traitor to my country, an enemy 
to mankind, and of holding my life at the 
hazard of the miftakes which the acrimony 
and prejudice of the moment might beget, 
or the intricacies of law and the fubtleties 
of lawyers might produce. The wicked- 
nefs of the attempt they have made upon 
my life is fo incredible that, fmce this moil 
ftrange Grand Jury ftrangely returned the 
Indi<3:ment prefented againft me a true bill^ 
1 have daily and involuntarily afked myfelf, 
' ^ Is it poffible ? Am I dreaming ? Is the 
* whole world ijiad ? Or am I alone a mad- 
^ man ?' Gentlemen ! I had a lift of two 
hundred and eight witnefTes given me with 
my indidlment, fe^y very few of whom, in 
the whole courfe of my life, I had ever feen 
pp heard of ; 2^d ^he remainder were^i every 

onq 



[ 73 ] 

4DHe of thcra, perfons on whom I have 
called, and whofe tcftimony you have heard 
diredly and flatly difproving, in the moft 
Tolemn manner, the crimes thus wickedly 
laid to my charge ! Nearly two hundred 
unknown witneflfes, to come forward and 
prove upon me that I had confpired to ex« 
/cite infurreftion, rebellion, and war, to de- 
pofe the King, and to put him to death ! 
This enormous infamy I am taxed with ; 
and this cloud of witnefles are aflignedf un- 
der my profecutors' own hand, to come 
ppon oath and fubftanciate my guilt, at the 
moment I knew it to be impoflible, for any 
man on the face of the earth, to prove fuch 
crimes on me ! This lift is formally deliver- 
ed to me, by the Solicitor for the Treafury, 
in the prefence of his two Clerks, who are to 
depofe to its fafe delivery ! But what will 
you fay, fitting here as you do the Judges 
of your country, when you ftiall recoiled 
that, inftead of having, as my profecutors 
afferted, two hundred and eight witnefTes to 
prove me guilty of rebellion, war, and put-? 
tin^ the King to de^th, they had no one wit- 
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ncfs to prove my guilt ; but that they had 
feveral who, in the very beginning of the 
Privy CounciFs inquiries, had uniformly 
depofed to the peacefulnefs of my princi- 
ples and actions. Yes, Gentlemen, the mem- 
bers of the Society for Gonftitutional Infor- 
mation, whom they, that is, Mr. Pitt, Mr. 
Dundas, the Lord Chancellor, Mr. Reeves, 
and the whole Privy Council interrogated 
concerning me, gave teftimony to my being 
a declared enemy to all force. One of the 
witnefTes, fubpoenaed on this trial againft 
me, told the Grand Jury that, fo far from 
being in a confpiracy to excite infurrefl:ion, 
I was a natural Quaker: which he ex- 
plained by words importing that I had the 
peaceful morality of the Quakers, without 
their fpiritual infpirations. 

Gentlemen, the ftretch of confcience of a 
Statefman is to me unfathomable. How 
Mr. Pitt, how Mr. Dundas, how the Lord 
High Chancellor of thefe realms can recour 
cile thefe things to their hearts, what their 
feelings are, what their waking thoughts, 
and what their fleepingi I cannot divine. 

Could 
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Could men of fuch gigantic and incompre- 
henlible State morality liften to the advice 
of one whom they have denounced a trai- 
tor, I would conjure them inftantly to re- 
vife their paft conduct ; to confider whether 
the conftrudlive treafons which they have 
endeavouKd to prove upon twelve men 
may not, with infinitely lefs violence, be 
turned to their own deftrudlion ; whether 
their conduct or mine has been moft calcu- 
lated to excite infurredtion, rebellion, and 
war, with the other dreadful confequences, 
the horror of which forbids their recapitu« 
lation ; whether it be reconcileable to their 
morality thus to labour the death of an in- 
dividual who, were they at this moment 
in danger, would exert his whole faculties, 
fuch as they are, to prevent, not only the 
fhedding of their blood, but, all poffible 
harm from happening to them ; and who, 
had he the power to do them good, would, 
from principle, conceive himfclf as irrevo- 
cably bound to do good to them as to any 
and to every other human being. Yes, 
CJeijtlcmen, when I publifh the errors they 
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haYe committed^ it is not to injure thefe 
men j but to prevent them from injuring all 
mankind. And for this great end^ to fur* 
ther this everlafting caufe, the caufe of 
truth and the good of the whole, I will 
Ugain brave perfonal danger, and all the 
miferies which nuftaken and injurious men 
can heap oo my head. 

Gentlemen, you have heard my accufers, 
you have heard my witneiTes, you have 
heard my defence. Againft my profecutors^ 
perfonally, who have infligated the accufa-* 
tion that has brought me into this perilous 
Hate, I deliberately declare 1 feel no refent- 
mcnt : though certainly I can conceive few 
horrors equal to- thofe which they have 
fought to bring upon me. My property 
they have wafted ; the means by which I 
fupportcd my family they have for a time 
cut off ; my charader they have attempted 
to blaft. But, as all thefe injuries, and 
every other that man can commit, arc abfo- 
lutely no more than errors of the under-^ 
ftanding, to be angry at them is as irrational 
as it is unwife, I hope the fearful proceed-^ 
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ings of this whole profccutlon will be t 
leflbn, too deeply impreffive to be ever for- 
gottea by them ; and that they and all men 
will be more and more averfe to the (hed- 

m 

ding of blood. Should I live, and ihould 
thefe profecutors ftill remain unconvinced 
of their miftakes, I will never ceafe to raife 
my weak voice, to warn them and the 
world againft what I believe to be miftakes 
fo pernicious. But, in doing this, ftridt 
truth and the good of mankind fhall be my 
guides ; and, if any bitternefs of recollec- 
tion fliould ever induce me to alter or dif- 
giiife the truth, I can honeftly fay it will be 
from fome undeteded miftaken feeling ; 
and not from any principle of revenge, 
which I confider as a heinous and highly 
mifchievous crime. ^ 

With refped: to my witnefles, I could 
eafily have doubled the number. My fi^ 
care was to felecl fuch whofe chara<lier 
would not difgrace this High Tribunal of 
Juftice; and my next to cite perfc^ns 'of 
different ages, and oppofite parties, that you, 
Gentlemen of the Jury, might be convinced 
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my principles and condu£t on all occa{ioi>« 
were the fame. You have now only lo 
decide. The fentence for this crime is, 
** That the culprit fhall be taken from the 
** Bar, and conveyed to the place from 
" whence he came ; and from thence be 
** drawn upon a hurdle to the place of €xe- 
" cution, there to be hanged by the neck ; 
" but not until he is dead; he fliall be taken 
** down alive, his privy members fliall be 
" cut off, and his bowels fhall be taken out 
** and burnt before his facd ; his head' fhall 
*' be fevered from his body, and his body 
** (hall then be divided into four quarters, 
** which are to be at the King's difpofal ; 
" and the Lord have mercy on his foul !" 

Gentlemen, though I hold it impoffible 
for any human bcing» to merit fo offenlive 
a punifbment, yet, as I am afraid I am fin- 
^ular in this opinion, I do not mean to ap- 
peal to your humanity, but to your juftice ; 
and, if I am a traitor, if I have compafTed or 
imagined the death of the King, if you have 
any fort of proof that can juftify fuch a 
Terdi£t to your own confciences, th^n pro- 
nounce 
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nourice me Guilty ; and let my members be 
cut off, my bowels burnt, my head fevered 
from the trunk, and my body divided into 
four quarters and fent to be at the Kings 
difpofal : for it matters little to me whether 
it be at the King's and the hangman's, or 
the vultures' and the wolves'* 
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